
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

December 6, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus Christ Who Comes in the Flesh 
When King David “lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding 
enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2 Sam. 7:1–2). But the 
Lord would turn it around: He would establish a house for David and an everlasting throne. This 
He has done not only for David, but also for all His people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, 
“conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the 
incarnate “Son of the Most High,” receives “the throne of his father David” and begins to reign 
“over the house of Jacob forever” (Luke 1:32–33).  
Having given Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, His body is the true and eternal 
temple of God in which His people have their own place of peace and rest. That is “the  
mystery that was kept secret for long ages” but is now “made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the eternal God” in order that we may have faith and life 
 in Christ (Romans 16:25–26). 
 
GATHERING SONG                                                                          Good Good Father 
 

I've heard a thousand stories of what they think you're like 
But I've heard the tender whispers of love in the dead of night 
And you tell me that you're pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 

You're a good good father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 

I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching 
For answers only you provide 
'Cause you know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 

You're a good good father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 

Because you are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways to us 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways to us 
 

Oh, it's love so undeniable 
I, I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable 
I, I can hardly think 
As you call me deeper still 
As you call me deeper still 
As you call me deeper still 
Into love, love, love 
 



You're a good good father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 
WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
SONG                                                                                             Light One Candle 
 

Light one candle for Hope  
One bright candle for Hope  
Christ brings Hope to every heart  
He comes, He comes 
 

Light one candle for Love 
One bright candle for Love  
Christ brings Love to every heart  
He comes, He comes 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE   
 

Pastor:  Jesus Christ is the Lord of Love. 
People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word His love finds us. 
Pastor:  During Advent we see God’s love for us embodied in our Savior’s birth. 
People: Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Pastor:             Advent calls us to love others with patience and kindness. 
People: Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Pastor:  Advent calls us to be slow to anger and quick to forgive.  
People: Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
Pastor:  Advent reminds us that Christ commanded us to love as he loved. 
People: Christ is our light and the source of everlasting love. 
 

Pastor:  This morning we light two candles. The first candle represents the everlasting  
  hope that has touched our lives in the person of Jesus Christ. This candle  
  reminds us that God so loved the world that He sent His only Son, so that  
  whoever believes in Him should not perish but have life everlasting. Today we  
  celebrate God’s gift of love and remember that we have been commanded to  
  love others as God loves us. 
People:  Lead us on, lead us on to a morning where the promise shines. 
Pastor:  Gracious God, you are the Prince of Peace who lives and reigns forever. As we  
  journey together, we pray you would still our fears, heal our wounds and fill our  
  spirits. Shine forth your perfect peace in our unsettled world throughout this  
  Advent season. Amen 
 
SONG                                                                             “Grace Flows Down” 
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
Amazing love 
Now flowing down 
From hands and feet 



That were nailed to the tree 
As grace flows down and covers me. 
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
Amazing love 
Now flowing down 
From hands and feet 
That were nailed to the tree 
As grace flows down and covers me. 
 

It covers me 
It covers me 
It covers me 
And it covers me 
 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
Amazing love 
Now flowing down 
From hands and feet 
That were nailed to the tree 
As grace flows down and covers me. 
 

It covers me 
It covers me 
It covers me 
And it covers me 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor:  That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the mystery of God’s love, let  
  us first empty ourselves of everything that has closed our hearts to God,  
  confessing our sin and need of forgiveness and life. 
People:  At the Lord’s own invitation and command, I confess all my sins to God,  
  the very thoughts, words, and deeds with which I have offended Him and  
  hurt my neighbor. I come now in the sincere hope and faith of the  
  forgiveness of God made known to the whole world in the mystery of His  
  Son, Jesus Christ, who has sacrificed His own flesh and blood for me.  
  Remove my sin and guilt for His sake, and restore a right spirit within me.  
  Amen. 
Pastor:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained  
  servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead  
  and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the  
  name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

✠ WORD ✠ 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, as we continue our Advent journey we are reminded that  
“Love came down at Christmas - love amazing, love divine.” You loved the world  

 enough to send your Son, and now it's up to us to love others as you loved us.  



 Remind us that Christ is our light, and the true source of infinite, everlasting,  
 pure love. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                                         2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 
 
1 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding 
enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for 
the Lord is with you.” 
 
4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, 
‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 
a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I 
speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall 
say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with 
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for 
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed 
no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 
 
16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall 
be established forever.’” 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  

EPISTLE                                                                                         Romans 16:25–27 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has 
now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith - 27 to the 
only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                   Luke 1:26–38 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.  
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 



God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

SONG                                                                                                 “Glorious Day”     

One day when Heaven was filled with His praises 
One day when sin was as black as could be 
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin 
Dwelt among men, my example is He 
Word became flesh and the light shined among us 
His glory revealed 
 

Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 

One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain 
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree 
Suffering anguish, despised and rejected 
Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He 
Hands that healed nations, stretched out on a tree 
And took the nails for me 
 

Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 
One day the grave could conceal Him no longer 
One day the stone rolled away from the door 
Then He arose, over death He had conquered 
Now is ascended, my Lord evermore 
Death could not hold Him, the grave could not keep Him 
From rising again 
 

Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 



Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
 

One day the trumpet will sound for His coming 
One day the skies with His glories will shine 
Wonderful day, my Beloved One bringing 
My Savior Jesus is mine 
 

Living, He loved me 
Dying, He saved me 
Buried, He carried my sins far away 
Rising, He justified freely forever 
One day He's coming 
Oh glorious day, oh glorious day 
Glorious day 
Oh glorious day 
 
SERMON                                                                                               “Love”  

CREED Nicene Creed 
 

C   I believe in one God, 
  the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  very God of very God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  being of one substance with the Father, 
  by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
  He suffered and was buried. 
  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
       and ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
  whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord and giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
  who spoke by the prophets. 
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
  according to their needs. Almighty God, as we draw closer to the grand  
  celebration of the incarnation and birth of Your beloved Son, our Lord and Savior  
  Jesus Christ, we thank You for making known the mystery of Your love from the  
  very first promise to Adam and Eve, through the continued witness of the holy  
  prophets, apostles, and evangelists, and finally through Your living voice through  
  the ministers of Your Church to this day. Grant that Your living Word ever call us  
  and all sinners to repentance and faith in Your only-begotten Son. Lord, in Your  
  mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  For our church, that you may bring wisdom, fervor, and faithfulness. Lord, in your  
  mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Bless the schools of the Church and all centers of learning and research that  
  those who teach would serve You honorably and that our common life be  
  conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  By Your Word and Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or  
  adversity, [especially . . .]. . Give Your tender care to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Remembering those who have loved and served You who now rest from their  
  labors, we give You thanks. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring  
  us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your  
  mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 

 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you.                   
People:    And also with you. 
Pastor:    Lift up your hearts.         
People:    We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
People:   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

  when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

  “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

   of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER           

People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION                                                  

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste  
of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People:  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                   Holy Water    

God, I'm on my knees again 
God, I'm begging please again 
I need You 
Oh, I need You 
 

Walking down this desert road 
Water for my thirsty soul 
I need You 



Oh, I need You 
Your forgiveness 
Is like sweet, sweet honey 
On my lips 
Like the sound of a symphony 
To my ears 
Like holy water on my skin  
 

Dead man walking, slave to sin 
I wanna know about being born again 
I need You 
Oh, God, I need You 
 

So, take me to the riverside 
Take me under, baptize 
I need You 
Oh, God, I need You 
 

Your forgiveness 
Is like sweet, sweet honey 
On my lips 
Like the sound of a symphony 
To my ears 
Like holy water on my skin 
On my skin 
 

I don't wanna abuse Your grace 
God, I need it every day 
It's the only thing that ever really 
Makes me wanna change 
(Repeat) 
 

Your forgiveness 
Is like sweet, sweet honey 
On my lips 
Like the sound of a symphony 
To my ears 
It's like holy water 
Your forgiveness 
Oh, is like sweet, sweet honey 
On my lips 
Like the sound of a symphony 
To my ears 
Oh, it's like holy water on my skin 
Yeah, it's like holy water on my skin 
Oh, it's like holy water                   


