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AS WE GATHER 
We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the Lord, whose earthly birth we are 
preparing to celebrate and whose coming again on the Last Day is the promise of resurrection 
and eternal life for all who believe. Between our coming to faith and His coming again, we are 
called to lives of faith that continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in every circumstance. 
We can do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and hope of eternal life. Now 
certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when things are going well. It’s another 
thing when we suffer illness or persecution, the reverses, challenges, and disappointments of 
life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of Christ seeks to enable us to do just that—to rejoice always, to 
pray always, and to give thanks to God always in all circumstances. This is holy living, 
constantly keeping the eyes of faith on the sure and certain Word and promises of God for His 
people, the God who blesses, keeps, comforts, and strengthens us every day. We rejoice with 
the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
(Psalm 118:24). 
 
GATHERING SONG                                                                                                 Above All 
 
Above all powers 
Above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began 
 
Above all kingdoms 
Above all thrones 
Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There's no way to measure what you're worth 
 
Crucified 
Laid behind the stone 
You lived to die 
Rejected and alone 
Like a rose trampled on the ground 
You took the fall 
And thought of me 
Above all 
(Repeat) 
 
WELCOME 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 



 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

Pastor:    We celebrate good news with great joy! 
People: God’s Love finds fulfillment in the birth of His Son. 
Pastor:  We will find Him wrapped in humble cloths. 
People: God’s Love should wear kingly robes. 
Pastor:  We find him born in a manger resting on straw. 
People: God’s Love, our Great Joy, comes to all people. 
Pastor:  No matter how sinful. 
People: No matter how humble. 
  
Candle Lighting  
 

Pastor:  This morning we light three candles on our Advent wreath. The first candle  
reminds us of the marvelous hope revealed in the Savior’s birth. In a time of  
despair, God shattered the darkness with the hope of a new future.  The second  

 candle reminds us of the love that only Christ can instill in the human heart.  
The third candle reminds us that our joy abides in God who gently whispers to  
each human heart, “Come follow me, for I have come that you might have life 
and have it to the fullest measure! 

Prayer 
 

Pastor:  We pray: Father God, we are not just happy. Our great joy in the embodiment of  
Your Love transcends happy. Let the name for Your Son Immanuel, God With 
Us, fill us with the Hope, the Peace, and the Joy of Your inexplicable Love, now 
and throughout all eternity. In the beautiful name of our Lord Jesus,  

People: Amen. 
  
 
SONG                                                                                                      Light One Candle 
 

Light one candle for Hope  
One bright candle for Hope  
Christ brings Hope to every heart  
He comes, He comes 
 

Light one candle for Love 
One bright candle for Love  
Christ brings Love to every heart  
He comes, He comes 
 
Light one candle for Joy 
One bright candle for Joy  
Christ brings Joy to every heart  
He comes, He comes 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor:  Behold, the true light has come into the world. Let us enter into His presence,  
  confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness. 
People:  Lord God, our heavenly Father, hear us as we confess the darkness of our  

waywardness and sin, especially our reluctance or refusal to rejoice, pray,  
 or give thanks amid the troubles we have brought upon ourselves. Make us  



 truly repentant, that we may receive the holiness of faith in our Savior  
 Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of our sins. Amen. 

Pastor:  The true light has come. To all who receive Him, He makes to be the children of  

  God. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and  

  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in  

  the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins  

  in the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Pastor:  Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten  
  the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with  
  the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 

EPISTLE                                                                            1 Thessalonians 5:16–24  

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but 
test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                      John 1:6–8, 19–28 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 



24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I 
baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON        “JOY” 

SONG                                                                                               Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
                                                          
Stand 

CREED                                                                                                       Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian* Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING MOMENT & MEDITATION     Mary Did You Know 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according  
  to their needs. For the Holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who  
  confess the name of Christ, that God guard and defend us from all temptations of  
  the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor:  For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that they  
  use the authority entrusted to them honorably and for the good of all people, let us  
  pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor:  For all who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that  
  God’s great mercy and love preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor:  For those who are sick, [especially . . .], that God grant healing to their bodies and  
  strength to bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor:  For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they always remember the  
  Giver of every gift and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;  
  through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 

People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                              Joyful (The One Who Saves) 
 
Joyful joyful we adore You 
God of glory, Lord of love 
Hearts unfold like flowers before You 
Opening to the sun above 
 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness 
Drive the dark of doubt away 
Giver of Eternal gladness 
Fill us with the light of day 
 
You are the One who saves 
You are the One who saves 
You are the One who's hands lift us from the grave 
 
You are the light of life 
The everlasting day 
You are the One who takes all our sins away 
 
You are giving and forgiving 
Ever blessing, ever blessed 
Fountain of the joy of living 
Ocean depths of happy rest 
 
 
 
 


