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May 27, 2020 
 
Regathering Plan 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Last Monday, Governor Baker announced that places of worship could reopen, while following a 
set of mandatory safety standards.  It is our strong desire to “regather” and meet as a body once 
again.  Your Session along with the Deacons have approved a plan for reopening, beginning 
with our morning worship service on Sunday, May 31. 
 
The Session strove to balance our commitment to the health and safety of our congregants, the 
greater public’s health, compliance with civil authority guidelines, and our desire to gather 
together as a church for corporate worship. 
 
In addition, it is important to recognize that people will have varying opinions about the plan. 
That is okay.  Please remember that this is a time to extend grace, charity, and humility to one 
another.  The Gospel Coalition posted a helpful article to that end by Brett McCracken.  You can 
read it here.  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/church-dont-let-coronavirus-divide/ 
 
The plan is fluid.  It has been developed with the standards published on May 18.  As the civil 
authorities relax the safety standards, our plan will be modified and communicated to all of you. 
 
Please find a summary of the current plan below. 
 

1. We will continue to live stream both our morning and evening worship services. 
 

2. If you are not feeling well, think you may be ill, or have been exposed to someone with 
the COVID-19 virus, please stay home and join the live stream.  If you are in a high risk 
category , we would also encourage you to consider continuing to worship with us 1

online.  
 

1 High risk categories are listed in Appendix A 
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3. If you are not yet comfortable with meeting together, please stay home and join the live 
stream. 
 

4. There will be no Sunday School classes offered at this time. 
 

5. There will be no nursery provided at this time.  
a. The nursery room will be closed and off limits. 

 
6. Communal gatherings pre or post service will not be allowed in the building. 

 
7. The restrooms in the main hall will be open and hand sanitizer stations will be available 

for your use.  Please limit bathroom occupancy to no more than 2 people at a time. 
 

8. All rooms not associated with worship will be closed and off limits. 
 

9. Face masks must be worn at all times, while in the church building. 
a. Each person is responsible to provide their own mask. 
b. While not required, we recommend the use of masks in the parking lot area. 
c. Children 5 years old and under are exempt from this requirement. 
d. Persons in the pulpit will not be required to wear a mask, since a sufficient social 

distance is available.  (Reference COVID-19 Order No. 31). 
 

10. Social distancing must be practiced at all times. 
a. Attendees who are not part of the same immediate household must be seated at 

least 6 feet apart. 
b. Members of the same immediate household are permitted to sit together and less 

than 6 feet apart. 
 

11. We have been limited to 40% of our maximum capacity, while following the social 
distancing guidelines above. 

a. Consequently we will hold worship in our sanctuary and utilize a live stream in 
the Fellowship Hall for overflow.  Current allowable capacity for the rooms are as 
follows: 

i. Sanctuary = 102 
ii. Fellowship Hall = 48 

 
12. Please enter the main doors of the church building.  Upon entry to the building, please 

check in with the attendant.  It is important that we have a record of all who attend a 
service. 

a. Anyone who receives a positive diagnosis for COVID-19 must inform the Clerk of 
Session immediately. 

b. If we become aware that an attendee at one of our worship services tests 
positive for COVID-19, we are required to notify the local Board of Health. 



 

c. The check in list will also allow us to contact anyone who may have come in 
contact with that person. 
 

13. Please allow an usher to seat you.  
a. Pews have been marked off and chairs spaced to meet social distancing 

guidelines. 
b. We will fill the sanctuary from front to back, following the social distancing 

protocols. 
i. If you need to sit in the back due to young children, please alert your 

usher.  
c. Please be flexible.  You will not likely be able to sit in your “usual” pew. 
d. This will maximize our ability to fill to the allowed capacity number. 

 
14. All physical items have been removed from the pews to aid in our cleaning protocols. 

a. Please bring your own Bible. 
b. Pew Bibles and hymnals will not be available. 
c. All music lyrics or any other necessary information will be projected. 
d. Digital copies of the bulletin will be sent with Pastor Rob’s email.  If you would 

like a hard copy during worship, please print at home and bring with you. 
 

15. Collection of tithes and offerings will be done without the passing of the plate.  
a. A collection box will be placed in the entryway.  In addition,  
b. Online giving is still an option at https://westspringfieldchurch.org/giving  or 
c. By mail at PO Box 604, West Springfield, MA 01090  

 
16. We will be partaking of communion in future weeks.  Prepackaged elements will be 

provided. 
 

17. Congregational singing will be limited to the end of the service, immediately before the 
benediction. 
 

18. After the benediction, an elder will dismiss the congregation on a row by row basis. 
a. Please proceed to the parking lot. 
b. One of the Pastors will be available to greet you on your way out. 
c. Communal gatherings are not allowed in the church building. 
d. It is allowable to engage in conversation with others in the parking lot, as long as 

the requirements for social distancing are followed.  We do encourage the use of 
masks. 
  

19. Cleaning and Disinfecting 
a. Cleaning and disinfecting will happen between each service. 
b. This cleaning will include high traffic areas and high touch surfaces. 
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20. Bible Study will continue to be held via Zoom on Wednesday evenings. 
 

21. Prayer Meeting will continue to be held via Zoom on Friday mornings. 
 

22. There will continue to be no Youth Group at this time. 
 
This is a lot of information.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask any of the Elders.  
 
We will have people available to help you navigate through our regathering. 
 
Morning worship service will be held at the church beginning on Sunday, May 31.  It is our 
strong desire to add evening worship service at some point in the near future.  Please continue 
to join us on the live stream for evening worship. 
 
Thank you for your understanding as we work through this together. 
 

 
Michael J. Ernst 
Clerk of Session 
West Springfield Covenant Community Church 
mjernst62@gmail.com 
413-348-3399 
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Appendix A - People Who Are at Higher Risk for Severe Illness  2

 
Based on what we know now, those at high-risk for severe illness from COVID-19 are: 
 
People 65 years and older. 
 
People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility. 
 
People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, 
including: 

 
People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma. 
 
People who have serious heart conditions. 
 
People who are immunocompromised. 
 
People with severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher). 
 
People with diabetes. 
 
People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis. 
 
People with liver disease. 
 
 

2 “People Who Are at Higher Risk for Severe Illness” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html. 
Accessed 27 May 2020 
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