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Pastor Scott led us through John 10 this past Sunday, and it's important to keep in mind that the
chapter is a continuation of Jesus' interaction with the Pharisees after he heals the man born
blind in chapter 9.

In the previous chapter, Jesus challenges the preconceptions and prejudices of the teachers of
the law — and we see the man born blind, now with sight, giving a powerful testimony to them,
after which they cast him out. While that's certainly a difficult loss for the man born blind, we
also see him believing in Jesus, which is worth way more than we can fathom. We also see,
sadly, the Pharisees rejecting Jesus.

Which brings us to chapter 10, in which Jesus tells those same Pharisees about his relationship
with those who trust and believe in him. In short, Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and those who
believe in him are his sheep. It's one of many apt and iconic illustrations Jesus uses in Scripture
to grant us a deeper understanding of what it means to trust him, obey him, and walk by faith in
him.

Jesus says his sheep know his voice and follow him. The video Pastor Scott shared of people
taking turns calling out to a flock of sheep — and the sheep not reacting because they don't
know the voices of these strangers — was quite illustrative. Particularly when the farmer took
his turn, and the sheep immediately raised their heads and soon came running toward him!
That's how it should be with us as Christians.

But it's also a challenge. We all know it's difficult to not be distracted by other voices competing
for our attention, even though sometimes those voices come from those who want to harm and
even destroy us. What are those enticing voices saying to you? What are they proclaiming? Do
they leave you angry, anxious, or addicted? As sheep in Jesus' flock, let us not heed those
competing voices, which may lead us astray.

In addition to calling himself the Good Shepherd, Jesus also says he's the door into the
sheepfold. It's a salvation message; no one comes into Jesus' kingdom but through Jesus
alone: "If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly." (v. 9-10)

But it's not just eternal life in heaven that Jesus offers; he also offers an abundant life on earth.
That's reflected in Psalm 23, which Pastor Scott also shared: "You prepare a table before me in
the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows." (v. 5) It's a picture
of goodness OVERLOAD — and otherworldly victory. It's the idea that the Lord not only



prepares a table for us with all the food and drink we could ever want, forever and ever — but
also doing so while our enemies are standing RIGHT THERE. They can't touch us because
Jesus is in control. Talk about ultimate protection and security!

Soon Jesus is challenging the Jewish leaders further, telling them that those outside of Israel
will soon follow him, which the Pharisees cannot accept. It also was difficult for a number of
Jesus' early Jewish followers to accept — but that is how the church rightly became a global
phenomenon.

Jesus also lays out for the Pharisees the fact that he's the Son of God, after which they were
ready to stone Jesus to death for blasphemy. He replies to them: "If I am not doing the works of
my Father, then do not believe me; but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe
the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”

It's unfortunately not what they want to hear — and they try to arrest Jesus, who manages to
escape their clutches. Despite all this, many more sheep are added to the flock as they seek to
sit at Jesus' feet.

If you've gone astray from Jesus, or if you've never before approached Jesus, like a Good
Shepherd he is seeking you out right at this moment. And all we need to do is ask him to speak
to us — and he will answer that prayer.


