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On Sunday we looked at the miracle of Jesus walking on the water — the Sea of
Galilee — in our continuing study of John's Gospel.

Pastor Scott offered us an important detail about the geography of the Sea of Galilee,
noting that it's the lowest freshwater lake in the world — actually 700 feet BELOW sea
level! And like other spots in the world that are far down on the planet — Death Valley,
by comparison, is a mere 282 feet below sea level — the land around the Sea of Galilee
is HOT. So when a cold front comes through the mountains around it, the cold air
meets the warm air, and violent and sudden storms can transpire, sometimes creating
waves that can reach 10 feet high.

Not unlike the often unexpected, threatening storms in our own lives, right? Storms of
financial troubles, health crises, and relationships gone under can throw us off balance
... they can create anxiety ... Yet as Christians, we're called to have peace in our lives.
So how can we have peace when storms come?

Well, Pastor Scott said it's all about inviting Jesus into our boats.

Here's what happened when Jesus walked on the water, according to John 6:16-21:
"When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.
The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat,
and they were frightened. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they were
glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they
were going."

In addition to this account from John, Pastor Scott also tied in what Matthew and Mark
had to say in their Gospels. For instance, in Matthew's account, Jesus gives instructions
to the disciples to get into the boat.

Interesting command, isn't it? Why would Jesus, who knows all, tell the disciples to get
into the boat when he knows a storm is coming?



Often we may assume that when storms come into our lives it's because God is
disciplining us for a wrong we've done. But that's not always the case. As Pastor Scott
said, sometimes storms come in the midst of our obedience! And why? God uses those
storms to take us deeper in our relationships with him. Jesus, in fact, is there with us in
those inevitable storms. We mustn't give in to the all-too-common reaction that says
"Christianity must not be real because something bad is happening to me." Instead let's
allow God to teach us how to trust in him more as we go through the storms with him.

Mark's account says the wind is against the disciples in the boat and that Jesus sees
that they are making headway painfully. Wow! Jesus is nowhere near the disciples at
that point — in a physical sense. Yet he still sees what they are going through. Pastor
Scott emphasized that it's the same way for us. We always want to see Jesus in our
crises, but it's more important that Jesus sees us. Whatever you're struggling with
today, Pastor Scott said, don't ever convince yourself that you're alone in the storm
because Jesus sees you and cares for you.

Also in Mark's account, time drifted into the fourth watch of the night, which is 3 a.m. to
6 a.m. — the dead of night, when it's the darkest and loneliest. And the disciples had
been rowing for hours. Then, BOOM! They see Jesus walking on the water toward their
boat — and they were afraid. When you combine all that they've gone through — the
fatigue, the doubt, the fear they must have been experiencing — seeing Jesus coming
toward them in a way they couldn't possibly fathom in the best of circumstances most
likely would've taken aback the most faithful believer.

That's what a storm can do. They can shake our faith and trust, get us thinking that hope
is all gone — despite what we know to be true about the Lord, even after he's brought us
through storms before.

But Jesus reassures the disciples — and us — that “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then verse
21 in John 6 says the disciples "were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the
boat was at the land to which they were going."

The bottom line, Pastor Scott told us, is that we must welcome Jesus into our boats as
well — and sooner rather than later! Not only when the storms are raging around us, but
also when our seas are calm. We need to welcome Jesus more quickly and more often
as we let him reign in our hearts and as we allow him to give us peace in our lives.


