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Some Sundays we break down a handful of verses of Scripture — or maybe even just
one verse before deeply mining its meaning — but this past Sunday we went through a
whopping 50 verses that round out chapter 6 of John's Gospel.

Why so many? Because, as Pastor Scott told us, John's Gospel is known for its rich
conversations between Jesus and others. Back-and-forth questioning and answering
— and sometimes even frustrated grumbling that Jesus promptly nips in the bud — all
that serve to illustrate important truths to us.

Verses 22 through 71 describe what happens the day after Jesus fed the 5,000 and
then walked to the disciples on the Sea of Galilee in the middle of night. That was
some kind of day, eh?

But the rest of chapter 6 shows us that the next day was no less monumental.

The crowds got into boats seeking Jesus on the other side of the lake in Capernaum,
but he sees right through their intentions: “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me,
not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for
the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.”

Pastor Scott said Jesus is beginning to explain to these seekers the importance of
them moving past what he can do for them in the here and now and instead explore
what it means to follow him as Lord of their lives.

There are three parts to the miracle of eternal salvation, Pastor Scott added: God the
Father designing it, Jesus the Son carrying it out — and our response to what the Father
and Son have done for us.

That's an important distinction, as many folks — even some who profess faith in Christ
— believe salvation depends on how many good works we carry out in life. But as these



seekers were about to find out, salvation is actually all about Jesus and not about us at
all. Our good works don't get us over the eternal hump — they don't even figure into it.
Instead we're invited to simply respond to Christ's death and resurrection; acts that have
already been done for us.

Indeed, Jesus tells them in verse 35, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall
not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst." The verbs "comes" to
"believes" represent our response to Jesus.

He continues telling them, "For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will
but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will
of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (Again, "looks on" and "believes" are
our actions in response to what Jesus has already done.)

Then the seekers manage a very human response — grumbling as they ask, "Is not this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I
have come down from heaven’?” Pastor Scott explained that these are the kinds of
questions seekers ask even today about Jesus when presented with the proposition
that he isn't merely a "good, moral teacher" — because anyone who presented with
Jesus' divinity realizes that embracing such an amazing idea changes absolutely
everything.

Jesus continues explaining to the Jewish seekers that God the Father draws people,
working on their hearts — and those who finally believe in Jesus will have eternal life. He
tells them that unlike the manna from heaven the Lord fed to the wandering Israelites
that temporarily sustained them, Jesus is the bread of life that will eternally feed them.

Verse 52 notes that the Jews keep on arguing among themselves: "How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?" Jesus replied, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
blood abides in me, and I in him."

Pastor Scott noted that the Catholic church has taken Jesus' words too far here, noting
that the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation — the belief that communion bread and
wine actually become Jesus' body and blood — isn't an accurate reading of this



passage. Rather it's a spiritual choice on our parts to take upon ourselves all of who
Jesus is, and that it's an act of spiritual transformation.

Many of the seekers grumble again: “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” But
Jesus not surprisingly hears them again: “Do you take offense at this?"

And we soon see that not everyone who seeks after Jesus continues down that path.
Verse 66 tells us that "after this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked
with him." Isn't that how it's been ever since Jesus began his ministry 2,000 years ago?
Don't we all know people who seemed interested in Jesus and maybe followed him for a
time, but then something happened, and then they stopped believing?

Sometimes all that's involved is the realization that following Jesus actually means
giving up your life — and that can be too much for some folks.

But the best part of the passage is the end when Jesus asks his 12 closest disciples,
“Do you want to go away as well?” Then the ever-truthful, ever-insightful Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we
have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

Hopefully we can all relate to Peter. In our lives we may have been led astray or partaken
in things of this word we thought would give us pleasure or happiness, only to find that
they fall quite short of the mark. No one and no thing can fulfill us; only Jesus can. May
we keep coming back to the basics, as Pastor Scott urged us, and frequently remind
ourselves that Jesus is our only home, our only answer — and then go out and tell
others the same.


