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What inspires you to react in awe?

Maybe it's feasting your eyes upon a natural wonder like the Grand Canyon or Niagara Falls or
Mount Shasta. Or maybe it's crossing the Golden Gate Bridge or standing on the observation
deck of the Empire State Building. Or perhaps it's something so commonplace — yet utterly
unique in each instance — as witnessing the birth of a child.

Pastor Scott this past Sunday emphasized that we could all use a lot more awe that the Lord
himself inspires, which far outshines and is infinitely more powerful in our lives than any other
other "awe" moment we've experienced or could imagine.

He did so by taking us through David's words in Psalm 145, a brief (just 21 verses) yet
no-holds-barred prayer to God acknowledging and praising his glory, majesty, and power. All
things that should inspire awe.

But for just about all of us, having awe "moments" isn't an everyday thing. We quite naturally get
so caught up in and focused upon the minutia and the mundane in the daily grind of our lives
that we miss the wonder right in front us that should perpetually inspire awe.

It's often the same in regard to awe of the Lord, unfortunately. Pastor Scott explained that it's
especially true if we've grown up in the church or have been Christians for a long time. You'd
think it would be the OPPOSITE, but typically it's not.

So what's the answer?

Just as it takes effort and intention on our parts to experience awe in our everyday lives, it's also
incumbent upon us to purposely seek after the Lord and ask him to help us experience his
awe-inspiring love, power, and glory.

And how do we do this? Pastor Scott told us the best way is by worshiping God — not unlike
David's full-throated praise to God in Psalm 145.

Of course we spend time in worship together on Sundays — and that's essential and important
— but Pastor Scott reminded us that worship during Sunday church services is far from the
beginning and ending of what it means to worship God.

There's no other way around it: Worship takes work! Every-day kind of work.



Isn't that interesting? The idea of "work" or "works" or human effort in regard to Christian
theology is often downplayed, particularly since salvation is a free gift from God that we can't
ever earn or deserve or behave in "good enough" ways to lay hold of. The Lord saves us; we
can't save ourselves.

However, there's PLENTY in the day-to-day living of the Christian life that requires our effort!
God doesn't reach down and get us showered and dressed on Sunday mornings, just as he
doesn't carry us out to our cars and drive us to church. The Lord can lead us and compel us to
take such steps ... but we have to do the actual stepping!

So, yes, experiencing the awe of the Lord comes down to us being open to it and then taking
active steps toward it, primarily through worship.

And if you're wondering right now, "What difference will it make if I do?" Pastor Scott provided
the answer: Not only is it pleasing to the Lord — which ought to be motivation enough — but
experiencing the awe of the God through worship is GOOD FOR US!

When we worship the Lord, it changes us. It gives us new perspectives, new hope, new love. As
Pastor Scott emphasized, it makes us more tender in our hearts. When we worship the power
and glory of the Lord, we rub up against that power and glory, and it strengthens us spiritually.
You might compare it to going to the gym: If you never work out, your muscles will atrophy and
grow soft; but the more you lift weights — despite not wanting to sometimes — the more muscle
power you'll acquire over time.

But again, no one — not even God — can force you to go to the gym, lift weights, or make good
eating decisions or lifestyle choices. That's on you and me alone. But the more we actively
decide to take care of our spiritual lives by worshiping the Lord as we take care of our physical
bodies, the better off we'll be.

"My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and
ever." (Psalm 145:21)


