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And as New Year's Day symbolically represents a new beginning, a fresh start, perhaps
even a new lease on life, Pastor Scott showed us how that mindset is right in line with
what God desires in our lives.

We examined Isaiah 43:16-19 — a passage that ends with our mighty God, who
defeats our enemies and makes our lives triumph, speaking directly to us: “Remember
not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert."

Pastor Scott emphasized to us that this passage is addressing our memory — a
serious place that, if we're not disciplined and purposeful, may distract us from what
God wants us to do in our lives.

So as we enter 2023, and we each ask the Lord what he wants us to do, we first have
to take active steps to not focus on the past and instead look ahead to the future.

But that isn't always easy. Perhaps hard things are weighing on us. Bad decisions.
Things we said or did that we wish we could take back. Personal relationships in rough
spots.

Even so, God commands us in Isaiah to "remember not the former things, nor consider
the things of old" because the Lord is "doing a new thing."

How do we accomplish this? Of course, we should ask God to give us extra strength to
do so. But also, let's acknowledge that the Lord has already given us the ability to
control our thoughts. We can train our minds to not focus on what has come before.
Pastor Scott emphasized to us that, in fact, we CAN be in charge of what we dwell on in
our minds!

What's more, if we don't, even when the Lord is doing new things in our lives, we may be
so distracted by hard events of the past that we won't "perceive" what is new, as God
tells us the Isaiah passage.



If there's any promise the Lord makes to us amid his command that can encourage us
to follow through, it's the amazing last statement from him in this passage: "I will make
a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."

Wow! Ponder that for a moment. In short, it's God promising us that he will do
miraculous, otherwise impossible things so that we will thrive even in the worst of
circumstances. We will experience his grace, his provision, his direction no matter what
is happening to us or around us. In the wilderness, for example, there are dangers
everywhere. But the Lord "will make a way" for us regardless! In the desert, we thirst for
water and will die without it — but God will give us rivers where no rivers should exist.

That's what the Lord does over and over in Scripture, and it's no different in this passage
— which is an iron-clad promise from the Lord that all we have to do to benefit from his
promise is to DO WHAT HE COMMANDS. Trust and obey.

Pastor Scott ended his message by reminding us of Jesus' words in Luke 5 in which our
Savior said you don't put new wine into old wineskins — instead you put new wine into
NEW wineskins. It's about us recognizing that we have a part to play in God's plans for
us in 2023. Instead of us assuming our "best years are behind us," let's not give up. Let's
instead believe that God can make this year the best one ever for us spiritually.

In 2023, may we all "take every thought captive" (2 Corinthians 10:5), set our minds "on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth" (Colossians 3:2), and focus on
"forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead" as we "press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians
3:13-14).


