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Two Sundays ago as we began looking at Nehemiah 8, we got a sense of what the Jews
experienced as they gathered together and heard from the Law of Moses. In many ways it was
like a church service, and Pastor Scott suggested that the people's tearful reaction to hearing
God's Word read to them was a realization of their sin. With that, Nehemiah and the other
spiritual leaders encouraged their fellow God-followers to not be grieved and recognize the day
as holy. Indeed to rejoice.

This past Sunday we got into what happened the next day and the rest of the week — verses 13
through 18 — and saw, as Pastor Scott put it, how the people of Jerusalem embarked on a
spiritual "reset."

We all need to reset ourselves as we make our way through life. We live in an imperfect world
and walk around in imperfect bodies containing imperfect minds and hearts — all corrupted by
sin. The result, Pastor Scott said, is addiction, anxiety, and a host of other hindrances to our
spiritual progress. So, as we run our race toward the prize of Christ, we need to reset ourselves
— to recalibrate our direction, to reconsider our priorities, to revise our strategies ... or at the
very least repent of things weighing us down and holding us back.

The people of Jerusalem accomplished this, first of all, by continuing to consult Scripture: "On
the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites,
came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law." (verse 13). And what
did they learn by investigating God's word? There was a Feast of Tabernacles to celebrate! "And
they found it written in the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel
should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, and that they should proclaim it
and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, 'Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive,
wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.'" (verses 14 and
15) It was an exciting moment of discovery! And it helps to underscore that God will reveal
truths to us when we seek after them in his Word.

In addition to the idea of resetting ourselves — not unlike what we do with computers — Pastor
Scott also discussed another concept typically wrapped up in technology: Rebuilding our
internal "code." As we plainly know, a lot of harmful code is out there clamoring and conspiring
to get inside us and corrupt our systems. Therefore, in the same way we need frequent spiritual
resets, we also need to allow the Lord to rebuild our internal code so that it's in alignment to
him.

The Feast of Tabernacles — or the Feast of Booths — is a great example of the people of
Jerusalem resetting their spiritual lives and rebuilding their spiritual codes. It's not only a
celebratory time, but the act of literally living inside a hut, all day every day for a period of time is



a physical, practical way of reminding ourselves that we're merely sojourners in this fallen world,
and we're actually headed to our real homes, the Promised Land of heaven. Pastor Scott called
the feast a "pause" to allow us to splash a little cold water on our faces and repeat the truth that
this life isn't anything to grasp too tightly or revel in too much. This world is a temporary dwelling
place compared to the golden streets and lavish mansions the Lord is preparing for us in the
hereafter.

Nehemiah 8 concludes with the following: "They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth
day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule." Pastor Scott told us as we concluded
Sunday's study that the Lord's "rule" exists to make our lives better and keep us in relationship
with him. By contrast, the world's "rule" is pushed in our faces with fury and venom these days
— and it's meant to corrupt and destroy us. Indeed, while God wants to protect things like
marriage as holy, sex as sacred between one man and one woman in marriage, and children as
a blessed outcome of both, the world sees all three as disposable. That's a lot of trouble to
contend with on a daily basis! All the more reason, therefore, to reset our spiritual lives and
rebuild our spiritual codes as frequently as necessary as we sojourn through this temporary life
on this planet that's continually passing away.


