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By David Urbanski

As we embarked on our journey into the Old Testament book of Nehemiah
on Sunday, Pastor Scott emphasized that we can learn much from
Nehemiah's mission-oriented view of life.

You might say Nehemiah — as the king's cupbearer — had a comfortable,
steady job. It was secure, too, as Nehemiah also was the king's confidant.
Indeed, the king trusted him. But we saw right away in chapter 1 that God
was doing something big in Nehemiah's heart.

With the conquering Persians allowing exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem,
Nehemiah nevertheless is told that his fellow Israelites were "in great trouble
and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are
destroyed by fire." This news tore Nehemiah to the core, as he wept and
mourned and prayed to God — and this began his mission: To rebuild what
was broken in his country.

Immediately Pastor Scott asked us if we've become too comfortable in our
day-to-day lives. Too secure in our little cocoons to notice the hurt and
brokenness all around us. While Nehemiah endeavored to depart his cushy
job, have we asked the Lord if he wants us shifting directions in our lives,
allowing him to lead us to somewhere — or to something — different?

Pastor Scott was correct that we don't have to look very far to find others we
can come alongside and help. But maybe, like Nehemiah, we need to be
stirred up first. So look around: There's brokenness everywhere. People are
anxious, struggling emotionally with family members, finances, health,
employment. Hearts are broken all over the place — but the Lord wants to
repair them ... and we can be the ones to bring good news to them.

Indeed, the mission-oriented life needs to start there — with a godly
burden, followed by a godly discontent. The nagging sense that we may
not be doing what the Lord would have us do, the prodding in our spirits
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that we may not be exactly where God wants us to be. So Nehemiah said
goodbye to his comfort zone, to the false narrative that "if I pursue this
temporal, worldly desire, then I will be happy." We already know that isn't
true; the Lord is the only who ultimately satisfies.

What the next step? Pastor Scott told us it's honest prayer. That's what
Nehemiah does starting in verse 5, calling out to the "God of heaven, the
great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those
who love him and keep his commandments" — and then asking the Lord to
hear his words ... and most important of all, confessing sin. That's a big,
crucial part of honest prayer, given that we're all sinners and frequently don't
do the right thing in his sight. But like Nehemiah, we also must boldly declare
the Lord's promises to us, his redemptive work in our lives — and implore him
to act and bring about something new and wonderful through his "strong
hand."

Finally, the process of shifting to a mission-oriented life involves taking
advantage of opportunities the Lord places in our path, Pastor Scott said,
reminding us that Nehemiah also asked God to "give success to your
servant today, and grant him mercy ..."

Nehemiah's opportunity came a few months later — indeed, not immediately,
but come it did, which Pastor Scott said is our reminder that the Lord acts on
his timetable, not ours, and has his trustworthy reasons for moving and
acting when he chooses.

In chapter 2, King Artaxerxes asked a downcast Nehemiah why he looked so
sad — and this was the moment Nehemiah was waiting for, after which he
became understandably afraid. It was a big deal, after all! But Nehemiah
moved forward despite his fear, trusting in God, and he told the king why he
was upset. With that, the king asked Nehemiah, "What are you requesting?"

And even in this moment of opportunity, the Bible tells us before Nehemiah
answered, he prayed to God and then told the king exactly what he wanted —
to rebuild Jerusalem — and what he'd need to get the job done (materials to
rebuild the wall, letters granting him safety as he travels).



It was a bold ask, but Nehemiah heard the call of the Lord, and the king
granted Nehemiah all he wanted. It's an exciting turn of events, as it shows
us that when God decrees action, all we have to do is be faithful and move
forward, and if our action is indeed what he wants, nothing ultimately will
stand in the way of it: "And the king granted me what I asked, for the good
hand of my God was upon me."

Pastor Scott also brought us the words of Jesus, who used the same
terminology in telling his disciples, "Upon this rock I will build my church."
Yes, God has chosen the Christian church to be his vehicle to institute life
and growth among all people. And God wants to rebuild your life, too, even
as we're carrying out his commands to build up others in the faith.

So, would you join the adventure? That's what the Christian is — or what it
can and should be, if we give God the freedom to act in our hearts and
rebuild them! Then we join the Lord in ministering to other fellow sinners,
both inside the church and outside of it, as we continually allow him to work
in our own lives. Let's go!


