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In our John 7 study Sunday, we find pressure growing upon Jesus. Not only do the
Jews in Judea want to kill him, but his own brothers actually push him to go there for
the Feast of Booths so that "your disciples also may see the works you are doing. For
no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show
yourself to the world.” (vv. 3, 4)

What's more, verse 5 confirms that not even his own brothers believe Jesus is who he
says he is. What an utterly lonely time that had to be for him.

But unlike everybody else, Jesus knows what lies ahead — and knows what is true.

“My time has not yet come, but your time is always here," Jesus tells them, declining to
attend the feast. "The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it
that its works are evil."

Soon, however, Jesus does go to the feast — but in private. What's really eye opening is
what people are saying about Jesus — words that aren't that much different from what
people TODAY say about him: "While some said, 'He is a good man,' others said, 'No, he
is leading the people astray.'" Jesus, like no other figure in history, sets the emotions and
hopes and doubts and insecurities of human beings alight — and even in today's church!

Pastor Scott explained to us that during this 8-day Feast of the Booths, the temple was
open and rabbis taught all over the place — and Jesus taught as well. As you might
guess, Jesus' words drew quite a bit more attention. Of course, the people were
amazed: “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?”

Like always, Jesus has an answer for them: “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent
me. If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or
whether I am speaking on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority
seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in
him there is no falsehood. Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the
law. Why do you seek to kill me?”



Jesus sure isn't speaking like someone worried about the Jews killing him. As Pastor
Scott noted, Jesus tells his accusers — who say he "has a demon" — that their negative
beliefs about him are without merit. He brings up his miraculous healing of the man who
could not walk and correctly says they marveled at it — yet they still condemn him for
performing the miracle on the Sabbath.

Pastor Scott noted to us that John used the Greek word "chrino" while writing about
Jesus warning his listeners to "not judge by appearances, but judge with right
judgment." The word means to divide or separate, and Pastor Scott told us it's a tool we
all have at our disposal to help us navigate the tough balance between being overly
critical and overly tolerant — something MANY believers struggle with today.

Verse 31 indicates that despite all the controversy, "many of the people believed in him.
They said, 'When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?'"
Pastor Scott pointed out that it's much the same today, as we see animosity toward
Jesus and Christianity grow left and right. But the truth is, buried underneath all the
hatred and opposition and mockery, people are still moving toward Jesus!

Things culminate in verse 37 during the feast, as Pastor Scott noted that water and
wine are poured on an altar to remember God rescuing the Israelites, providing for
them, and marking their anticipation of their Messiah — who just happens to be
standing among them!

Jesus — who soon will willingly die on a cross, during which water and blood leave his
body after a Roman soldier pierces his side — completely changes the feast in front of
those assembled: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”

Living water. Can you imagine hearing that during the feast? Living water that Pastor
Scott pointed out can fill up all the barrenness of our hearts.

May we all drink this living water and set aside the water that can run dry.


