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In our study this past Sunday in Nehemiah 10, Pastor Scott focused on verses 31 through 39,
which gave us a glimpse into how much the Lord desires that we invite him into our lives —
even in the context of our day-to-day tasks such as managing our money, time, and even our
rest.

The passage focuses on the people's need to partake in Sabbath rest and to give faithfully
through tithes and offerings. We, of course, endeavor to do the same as part of GraceWay Bible
Church — but very often those tasks are easier talked about than actually done! After all, so
often we default to "my time is my own" and "my money is my own" mindsets.

As for resting on the Sabbath, Pastor Scott broke down the principle to give us a better
understanding of how it works in the context of Christ's New Covenant with us. While the Old
Covenant required the people of Israel to abstain from work and labor on the Sabbath day, we
as believers in Jesus possess the gift of the Sabbath, which is right inside our hearts — and for
us it travels much deeper than a mere physical-mental rest. The Sabbath is not a day on our
calendar ... it's a special place inside us.

And it's a good thing, too. Because as Pastor Scott emphasized, all sorts of "merchants" are out
there constantly vying for our devoted attention, particularly merchants of money and busyness,
as we navigate our high-speed, caffeinated culture. Such merchants want to rob from us and get
us to take our eyes off the Lord, to shake him from his place upon the throne in our hearts.

But since we now have Christ's Sabbath inside us, he can continually give us spiritual rest from
such greedy forces — even if we're technically at work!

The other issue Pastor Scott touched upon is our financial giving — and that can be a sticky
subject. It's not always easy to give, is it? We're quite skilled at looking for ways to save money,
and for a number of Christians that means not fulfilling our duty to support the church financially.
"Too many bills," we say. (We also react similarly when it comes to church involvement: "Too
many appointments on my calendar," we also say.)

But believe it or not, God doesn't just want our time and money — he wants our "first fruits" of
both — along with the totality of our hearts. But why? Does God really "need" those things to do
his will in the world? Of course not. But one certainly may then wonder, "Why does he want
those things from us?"

The short answer is: Because when we obey God with our time and money, we begin to see
that God is in charge of all of it. As Pastor Scott said, we soon see that the Lord is the boss of it



all, that he's in control of productivity, finances, and the ultimate provider. The trick is us letting
go of the illusion that we're in control of it all.

In the midst of all of this, Pastor Scott reminded us of the importance of establishing margins in
our lives so that we can avoid becoming overwhelmed by life's demands. And the primary way
we do that is by giving our time and money  to the Lord — and again, not what's left over after
we do what we want or spend what we want, but instead the best of our time and best of our
money. When we give those first fruits to the Lord, that helps us deal with our greed and gets us
to give away our own selfishness.

And remember this great principle Pastor Scott spelled out for us: "Greed is the belief that
money and 'things' will satisfy our needs that only God can meet and fill."

Don't forget, too, that when we feel overwhelmed by life, it's probably time to reorganize our
lives so that we can put God back on the throne.

In the end, we must recognize that we're merely jars of clay and completely dependent on God.
So ... what is the hesitancy to give of ourselves and the hesitancy to give away our
possessions? The Lord owns them all, anyway.

Therefore let us determine daily to not give in to our surrounding culture and buy into its
principles and values. Instead we must invite the Lord into every square inch of our lives — and
literally "take Jesus home" with us.


