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This past Sunday, Pastor Don gave us an overview of our new sermon series on the
Book of Jonah — and the focus is on "A Life Interrupted."

Jonah is a well-known prophet who is called by God to do God's will — but he runs
away from the Lord, gets put in his place, finally does what God wants him to do, and
then he actually complains about the results!

While we may look down on Jonah for his disobedience and poor attitude, if we're
honest with ourselves, he's no different than us. How many of us have attempted at
one time or another — or multiple times — to avoid what God wants us to do? And we
all know how that worked out, don't we?

The book of Jonah also is special because it focuses on the actions of a prophet rather
than the prophet's words, and Jonah's duty as a prophet is to speak the Lord's words
not to the people of Israel but to the enemies of God in a foreign land.

We will recall that God commands Jonah to go to Nineveh, but instead he travels in the
opposite direction to Tarshish — kind of a physical expression, as Pastor Don noted, of
trying to get as far away as possible from God, as if that could ever happen.

On his way to Tarshish, Jonah finds himself on a ship that's getting ravaged by a raging
storm. (The Lord certainly is capable of plainly making his point at times!) The other
men aboard the ship discover that Jonah is an Israelite fleeing the presence of God and
ask him what can be done to quiet the storm. Jonah replies, "Pick me up and hurl me
into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this
great tempest has come upon you.”

Pastor Don remarked that Jonah is so intent on avoiding what God wants him to do —
so convinced that he can't step out of his comfort zone — that he'd rather drown!

While our reactions may not rise to that level of drama, we all know what it feels like
when our disobedience is reaping bad consequences — and often we end up in worse



positions than when the Lord first told us what we needed to do. What's more, as
believers we have the Holy Spirit inside us — who can strengthen us to do God's will
even when it's difficult — and yet often we board our figurative ships to Tarshish and
find ourselves about to drown when a raging storm comes.

As we know, Jonah didn't drown. Instead a large fish swallowed him after he was
thrown into the ocean. While in the belly of the fish for three day and nights, Jonah
finally turns back to God, and the Lord hears his cries — and the fish vomits Jonah
back on dry land. (Yuck!)

Pastor Don remarked that this part of Jonah's experience should be familiar to us, as
we can relate to seeking God when we're in need or in distress instead of seeking him
on a regular basis out of love for the Lord when the world isn't crumbling all around us.
In other words, don't make it a habit to turn to God in distress as if he's the last option
— turn to him NOW, before disaster comes.

Because the Lord is a giver of second chances, Jonah now heads to Nineveh — a
500-mile walk! — tells the citizens that they'll be overthrown in 40 days unless they
repent ... and lo and behold, they do just that. Jonah did what God wanted him to do,
and miraculously the enemies of the Lord turned from their sins.

Pastor Don noted that the arc of Jonah's story very much parallels our lives in Christ.
Think about it: Prior to becoming Christians, all of us were running from God — but
when we accepted Christ, the Lord gave us all a second chance. And while God didn't
give up on Jonah, he never gives up on us, either. If we think we've strayed too far, we
can always come back to the Lord, who will welcome us with open arms — and still
find a way to use us and work through us.

Later in the book we find Jonah is upset that the Lord spared Nineveh — so much so
that he wants God to take his life. The Lord then poses a very interesting question to
his reluctant prophet: “Do you do well to be angry?”

Pastor Don explained that Jonah is confusing the what with the why. In other words,
it's not our job to figure out why God does this or that or commands us to do this or
that or wants this or that from us; all we have to do is exhibit faithfulness and do what
God tells us to do — and what's more, it's kind of silly to complain to the creator of the
universe and all things in it that he's doing something we don't like.



We don't need to concern ourselves with the outcomes of our actions done in
obedience to the Lord, Pastor Don added — we just need to do those actions.

So when God interrupts our lives as he did Jonah's life, let us not run in the opposite
direction as if we could ever outrun the Lord. Instead, let us thank God that he's
choosing to use us — and then run to him as fast as we can.


