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Our Sunday study together in Nehemiah 3 featured one unmistakable element.

Names. A lot of them.

While biblical texts containing a preponderance of names might seem mundane to some, Pastor
Scott explained to us that — on the contrary — such passages demonstrate that God not only is
deeply interested and fascinated with each person who has ever lived and ever will live but also
with the tiniest details of each person's life.

And that means ... you!

God created you and is pumped up about what goodness you can bring to the planet every day.
He's excited about how you're growing. He's passionate about your passions. He laughs and
cries with you. He loves you.

And the Lord demonstrated that same level of interest and fascination with all the people who
pitched in to help Nehemiah begin to rebuild the wall in Jerusalem, naming them all and noting
the tasks each of them performed as recorded in chapter 3.

What did we learn from their experiences?

Right away, in verse 1, we saw that "the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests,
and they built the Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated
it as far as the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Tower of Hanane." It wasn't drudgery
labor for this group, no — because to "consecrate" means to make sacred. It was holy
work, something in line with God's desires. We can look at our own work in the same
way, since the Lord is interested in everything we do with our heads, hearts, and hands.
That should inform our day to day work, as we approach it with God's presence in mind
— and even more with the work we do for his church.

Significantly, we saw in verse 5 that while "the Tekoites repaired ... their nobles would
not stoop to serve their Lord." Yikes. No doubt we've run into those who believe that
certain work is "beneath them," but that's not how God sees things. Of course, Jesus is
the ultimate example of humility we all must follow, whether it was him washing his
disciples' feet or his ultimate sacrifice of dying on the cross, emptying himself for our
sakes. May we all "stoop to serve the Lord" at every opportunity.



We also saw that many people who worked on the wall stepped out of what they normally did
from day to day, whether they were goldsmiths or perfumers or even rulers of districts! Just
goes to show you that when you do your part for the Lord, when you do what he's called you to
do in the church, you never know what a fellow laborer working next to you does for a living
during the week.

Which brings us home here at GraceWay. If you haven't found a way to serve the body of Christ
right here, what's stopping you? There are ministries galore at GraceWay. If you don't have a
preference, have you thought about asking what ministries are experiencing the greatest needs?
You can talk to Pastor Don or Pastor Scott about that. What's more, is there something
close to your heart for which the church hasn't yet created a ministry — something you'd
like to launch and head up? You can talk to Pastor Don or Pastor Scott about that, too!
But what if you can't serve right now, for whatever reason? That's OK! GraceWay still will
be a place for you to grow and fellowship and get closer to the Lord and his people.

Bottom line: Wherever you are on God's path, the Lord knows you by name and is
excited about how you're growing. He's passionate about your passions. He laughs and
cries with you. He loves you.


