
Do You Know What Happens Next?
Ephesians 1:15-23

By Dave Urbanski

Do you know what's going to happen in the future? Tomorrow? (OK, how about in five
minutes?)

We all have our plans and ideas and assumptions about what the future holds, but in the
end, God is the only one in control of our future — every breath of ours, in fact.

On Sunday, Pastor Scott led us through the remainder of Ephesians chapter 1, and we
learned why — despite not knowing what the future truly holds — we can stand with
confidence when the storms of life come through.

Verse 15 begins with the words, "For this reason..." which signals that Paul is referring to
what he just got done writing about earlier in the chapter — and last week we learned all
about how our identity as Christians is rooted squarely in who Jesus is. Paul continues
in verse 15, "... because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints." Pastor Scott shared that the "faith" Paul is talking about here isn't merely
intellectual agreement with a spiritual truth; instead it's a faith that says "I'm all in. Jesus
is everything, and there's nothing more important than following him." Pastor Scott
added that the "love" Paul is talking about here means unconditional love; the kind of
love that commands us to love even those we don't very much want to love.

In verse 16, Paul continues with this revelatory declaration: "I do not cease to give
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers." Pastor Scott said this statement in
many ways is what the passage is all about, as Paul gives us an example of how we
should respond to faith and love in our midst ... with thanksgiving and prayer! Now
check out what Paul prays for in verse 17: "... that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of
him ..."

Pastor Scott shared that Paul's use of the word "Spirit" with a capital "S" refers to the
Holy Spirit — and that if we're given wisdom from the Holy Spirit, we will have the ability
to maneuver through the challenges of life because we've come up close to the Lord
through a personal relationship with him. Paul continues in verse 18: "...having the eyes
of your hearts enlightened ..." Pastor Scott said the Greek word here means the kind of
light that helps us understand the deeper things in life. Verse 18 continues: "...that you



may know ..." and Pastor Scott explained that the Greek word for "know" means to see
or perceive.

See where we're headed? It's not about attaining practical knowledge so we know the
best place to shop or get the oil changed; it's about using God's gift of wisdom, which
will give us a deeper understanding and a far greater perception of what life is all about
as Christ sits on the throne ... and that will take care of every bend in the road we'll ever
face!

As we look over the rest of verse 18 and go into verse 19, Paul introduces us to the three
other things he desires for us in his prayer: hope, riches, and power: ".. what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe ..." As
Pastor Scott explained, the "hope" Paul is talking about here isn't wishing or wanting
something to happen and not being sure it will; no, rather it's a certainty! Further, the
"riches" Paul is talking here about have nothing to do with money or finances; no, rather
they're God's investments in us, things in our lives that only he can provide (our
salvation, for starters!) ... and our knowledge of such riches should, as Pastor Scott
reminded us, cause us to live differently ... with less stress, less anxiety, and with more
kindness and understanding toward others. As for "power," Pastor Scott shared that it's
the idea of drawing from the strength and power of Christ to do things we could never
do on our own, such as making big changes, overcoming harmful habits, and turning
around our lives and heads and hearts. Pastor Scott also said such a "turning of the
switch" will result in "volcanic power" placed right in our hands. That's quite an image ...
it's too much to know even where to begin! But indeed it's a demonstration that what
God has ready for us to use is powerful far beyond what we can possibly imagine and is
a provision that far exceeds what we could possibly want.

Paul continues that same idea in verse 20 and just prior, noting that the power he
provides is, in fact, the same power "that he worked in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places ..." Wow! The same
power that gave the world its greatest and most important miracle is ready for us to use
— we just have to DECIDE to draw on it. Seems it follows one of Pastor Scott's past
illustrations about the Lord showering us with his blessings ... which can only be done if
we make the active decision to STAND UNDERNEATH that shower (just as it is with a
regular bathroom shower). Indeed, as Paul says in verse 21, we see that such power in
Jesus, freely given to us is "far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come."



Chapter 1 ends with Paul giving us the culmination of all these truths and promises,
noting that together with other believers, we are Christ's church ... and despite our flaws
and imperfections (and sin), the Lord nevertheless wants us to share in his mission and
complete it. And that mission isn't to impress visitors with a nifty program or fill pews;
no, instead it's to literally BE the church ... be the BODY OF CHRIST here on earth so that
others may see the light Christ shines through us ... that they may make decisions to
follow Jesus, too.

No, we surely DO NOT know what's going to happen in the future ... not even tomorrow
... or even in the next five minutes. But our God does know. And he's also empowered us
with wisdom and strength to walk through those moments ... so much so that we can
simply BE and let God's love and message of salvation shine through us and touch
others.


