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We all know that choosing to become a Christian does NOT mean acquiring a
problem-free life. Far from it. However, being a believer in Jesus DOES mean that we
have the biggest, most powerful problem-solving source available to us — and most
often the solution comes down to putting into practice the act of acknowledging the
Lord and calling upon him ... and not just when times are tough, but ALL the time.

One of the many problems we may encounter on this side of heaven involves dealing
with tension-producing people. Those who react negatively toward us, make life
difficult for us, lash out at us — sometimes out of the blue — because at the root
they're likely carrying emotional baggage (in truth, like we all do) and are protecting
what little "territory" they believe they have left. Indeed, it's not necessarily "about us"
at all.

On Sunday we encountered two men like that in the remaining verses of Nehemiah 2:
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant, a pair King Artaxerxes sent
with Nehemiah on his journey. And indeed, verse 10 says it "displeased them greatly that
[Nehemiah] had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel." Definitely not an
attitude that likely comforted Nehemiah!

But despite the tension surrounding him, Nehemiah obeyed God and embarked on his
1,000 mile journey anyway — and Pastor Scott pointed out that Nehemiah took some
steps to get the job done after his arrival.

First, he rested.

Rested?!? "Who rests?" you might be wondering, especially when there are tasks to
complete, people to see, places to go, walls to repair. Sounds very un-2022, doesn't it?
Rest. Bah!

But when we think about it — and as Pastor Scott noted, quoting from another learned
pastor friend of his — the ability to handle life well is much harder when we're tired. So



Nehemiah spent some time getting his body, mind, and spirit back to full capacity ...
then he took other steps to move forward.

What else did he do?

Second, he examined the situation by looking directly at the problems in front of him,
the damage in and around the Jerusalem walls. But it goes deeper than that for us.
Pastor Scott reminded us that as believers in Jesus, our examined lives are valuable
assets. We as Christians must assess where we're at part of our call, our process of
discipleship, our daily act of "immediately leaving our nets" and following Christ. Good
things will come from doing so!

Third, Nehemiah communicated. Verse 17 indicates he used the words "we" and "us"
three times: "Then I said to them, 'You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in
ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no
longer suffer derision.'"  The key takeaway is that he's used words to build up and
dispense grace toward others. When we speak life to those around us, it says
something about who we are — and to Whom we are listening!

Fourth, Nehemiah moved forward in such a way that he inspired others to do the same,
as all those present there to do the work said, “Let us rise up and build" (v. 18). It was a
call to action, and we must speak a similar call to action as we embark on our mission
to repair the broken walls in the hearts of others.

But before we conclude, notice that Nehemiah could have cowered and given up after
the likes of Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant jeered at his
spiritual "pep talk." But Nehemiah was clear about Who he was trusting in: “The God of
heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no
portion or right or claim in Jerusalem.” (v. 20)

Let that sink in for a moment: The same God we worship and call our Lord empowered
Nehemiah to "rise up" and take action and speak truth to his enemies. We've already
seen Nehemiah experience fear while addressing the king in chapter 1, and God bringing
him through it. Obviously we all have our own fears, too. But what our Lord did for
Nehemiah he will do for us if we walk in faith and trust him with each forward step.


