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Our latest passage — Ephesians 2:11-22 — continues where we left off two Sundays
ago when Pastor Scott emphasized through the first 10 verses of the chapter that we
are saved through the grace of God and not of works. We learned that God actually
prepared works for us to do in advance, and they function as a sign of our salvation, not
the means of it, which long has been an unfortunately common notion in our culture.

Fittingly, Paul begins this new passage with the word "therefore." (In other words, "What
I'm about to tell you is based on what I just wrote to you about being saved by grace
through faith in Christ.") Then Paul tells us about belonging — specifically belonging to
Jesus.

As Pastor Scott told us, we all want and need to belong. It's a universal human urge,
something we naturally seek and desire. Why? Well, as Pastor Scott added, a strong
sense of belonging can help you feel supported, encouraged, and connected — and it
can give you a sense of purpose and provide accountability. Who doesn't want that?

Paul begins here with an urge to the Ephesian church to "remember that at one time
you Gentiles in the flesh, called 'the uncircumcision' by what is called the circumcision,
which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were at that time separated
from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world."

Ugh! Having no hope is a terrible place to be. As Pastor Scott explained, people can feel
such a sense of despair, such a lack of hope, that their reaction is, "My life is never
gonna change. Everything is futile. In fact, why should I even try anymore?" That sense
of hopelessness often leads to isolation, addiction — even self-harm. Christians aren't
immune from feeling hopeless in their lives for whatever reasons, either, and as a result
they often begin to live and act like non-believers.

Even worse, however, is being separated from Christ. Those in the Ephesian church were
all Gentiles, and Pastor Scott reminded us that a common belief in the early days of the
church — which was founded by Jews — was that non-Jews could become Christians ...



but first had to "become" Jews (i.e., circumcision). Paul was one of the church leaders
who began saying no to that notion.

He adds in verses 13 through 16: "But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both
to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility."

Paul reveals that through Jesus no longer are there "good people and bad people." In
fact, because of Christ, there aren't even Jews and Gentiles, masters and slaves, male
and female — we all are the same in God's sight and have the same benefits and access
to the throne of grace! What's more, we can stop fighting each other. No more hostility.
No more pecking order. There's no need to do battle or exact takeovers: Jesus already
won the fight and placed all of us on equal footing.

Pastor Scott detailed with us the idea that instead of being "strangers and aliens," all of
us who believe in Jesus are "fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God" (verse 19). Some of you might remember an advertisement that said
something along the lines of, "With membership comes privileges." Indeed that's true
for us as "citizens" in the Lord's house. But Pastor Scott also reminded us that as
citizens in God's kingdom, we have responsibilities as well.

That said, we must take our "belonging" benefits and responsibilities very seriously —
recognizing that while Jesus looks at us all and loves us all as individuals, he's also
looking at us as part of his whole church. Each of us is a necessary part of the whole.
As such, each of us individually are responsible to bring to the table what the Lord
commands as he forms the "whole structure" as a "dwelling place for God by the Spirit."
(vv. 21-22)

There's nothing quite like belonging, being part of something bigger than ourselves.
How much more will we benefit by belonging to the Lord and being part of his family?
So, if you've been "far off" of late from the Lord, or if you've not yet taken your first
steps toward him, the access to the grace of Christ is still wide open and ready for you
to step through the door!


