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The day after the quiet dinner in Bethany honoring Jesus who had just put a big "wow" on
everyone's lips by raising Lazarus from the dead, we encountered this past Sunday further on in
John 12 the fanfare and exhilaration of the large crowd meeting Jesus as he triumphantly enters
Jerusalem for Passover week.

We know there had been widespread interest in Jesus as word spread about him — but this
moment is a culmination of things, a flashpoint when his purpose on earth is announced with a
mighty crescendo for all to witness.

But as usual, those around him — even those closest to him — still don't understand what's truly
going on.

The people of Israel wanted to escape the oppression of Roman rule, and they saw their answer
in Jesus, welcoming him into Jerusalem as a conquering king who would give them back their
flesh-and-blood freedom. Jesus certainly came to give us freedom — but not to escape some
temporary discomfort; instead he has come as our eternal king who gives us freedom from sin
by dying in our place.

So, even as the adoring throng shouts "Hosanna!" and drops palm branches on the dusty
ground while Jesus rides into the city on the back of a donkey — an obvious fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy concerning the messiah — folks still harbor a different idea about exactly
what this messiah would do.

Also it isn't until later — after he's "glorified" by dying on the cross — that even Jesus' inner
circle finally understands and then "remembered that these things had been written about him
and had been done to him." (v. 16)

Just as the people of Israel would bring spotless lambs to be slain as atonements for their sins
on Passover, Jesus on this holy day would become the true spotless lamb — without sin or stain
or blemish — who is slain in our place so our sins can be forgiven "once and for all." (Hebrews
10:10)

While that's not on anyone's mind, Jesus still continues to teach, revealing to Andrew and Philip
later in John 12, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him." (vv. 23-26)



Hating our lives so we might live? Losing our lives if we love living too much? What's all this
about? Pastor Scott explained that it's a way Jesus teaches us about what we should value day
to day, and what should be ultimately important to us.

Pastor Scott also shared with us a chart he created from his studies showing the top 5 "life
goals" he believes most people have in common: happiness, security, meaningful relationships,
purpose, and hope. However, the most common ways people strive for such things cause them
to miss out when Jesus isn't at the center of such pursuits. For example, if we strive for
happiness and meaningful relationships through the pursuit of pleasure and sex outside of
marriage, we miss the contentment that comes through knowing Jesus and emulating his
sacrificial love. If we strive for security through accumulating wealth and placing personal health
at the top of our goals, we miss the rewards of trusting in God and never truly being alone when
he's in our lives. If we pursue purpose and hope by achievement, attaining widespread
influence, and focusing on sociopolitical forces, we miss the true joy that comes from serving
the Lord and placing our confidence in him alone.

Pastor Scott also reminded us that God is a big God, and he has big plans for us — which
means if we live our lives as the Lord designed them, we will fulfill his purposes for us and find
happiness that's not fleeting. So may we all strive not simply for "happiness" that comes and
goes — but rather for long-lasting joy as we keep our eyes on our ultimate hope, our ultimate
goal ... Jesus alone.


