Just Follow ~ Baptism
Why was ____________ baptized?

What are the qualifications or conditions for baptism? (Acts
2:38, 16:29-33)

2. Baptism was a ____________ ____________ of His
commitment to God

1. Repentance – change of direction, from sin to God
2. Forgiveness
3. Belief in Jesus Christ (Amp – “give yourself up to Him, take
yourself out of your own keeping and entrust yourself into His
keeping”) and his word
4. Willingness to do what’s right

3. Jesus was baptized as a _________________ of ____________

Why should a person be baptized?

4. Jesus was baptized as a ____________ of His ____________
____________
 Every time a person is baptized, it’s reenacting the death,
the burial, and the resurrection, the ultimate mission of
Jesus

1. Jesus did it – our example (Mark 1:9)
2. Jesus commands us to do it (Matthew 28:19-20)
3. The Church has believed and practiced it throughout time

FAQ’s about Baptism:

1. It does not save anyone. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
2. It is an outward symbol of an inward change and commitment
to Jesus Christ – like a wedding or engagement ring. (Galatians
3:26-27)
3. It is a symbolic identification with the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Romans 6:1-4)
4. It is a symbol of spiritual cleansing. (I Peter 3:21)
5. It is a public declaration of faith and a time of celebration for
the church. (Acts 2:41)
6. It identifies us as followers of Jesus and signifies our unity
with the community of believers. (Matthew 28:19-20; I
Corinthians 12:13)

1. Jesus was baptized to mark a ____________ ____________in
his life

1. ____________ should I be baptized?
2. How ____________ for a child to make a ____________
decision?
3. Can I ____________ ____________ without being baptized?
4. Why do we encourage people to be ____________ under the
____________?
5. Why ____________ times ____________?

What is the meaning of baptism?

Our Practice of Baptism: Preparations & Expectations
1. Clothing:
 Wear shorts (or pants) and t-shirt, dark colors.
 Bring a towel, change of clothes and bag for your wet
items afterward.
2. Procedure:
 Meet Pastor Doug (or whoever is baptizing you) at the
baptism tank 15 minutes before the service starts to
review basic details.
 At the appropriate time in the service, the candidate
enters the baptism pool (the water will be heated).
 The pastor will ask, “Do you trust in Christ as your
Savior and believe that he has forgiven your sins?”
 The pastor will direct you to kneel in the water.
 The pastor will dip you forward into the water 3 times,
allowing you to get your breath after each dip.
 You will be celebrated by God’s people with cheers and
applause -- this is a joyous occasion!
 Someone will pray for you before you leave the tank.
You can ask someone to pray for you (like a relative,
friend, ministry leader) or the person baptizing you will
pray for you.
 We encourage you to invite family and friends to the
service so that they may witness your step of faith and
celebrate with you!

What's So Amazing About … My Testimony?
How I learned to embrace my "boring" spiritual journey.
by Karen Langley
I sat motionless in my chair, listening to the speaker give his
testimony. Joe's story held us spellbound. It was the kind that totally
mesmerizes hundreds of people for an hour. The kind that tugs at
heartstrings and sends silent tears trickling down cheeks throughout
the auditorium. The kind that leads to repentance and faith
rededications at the end of a service.
I left the chapel service amazed and inspired. And frustrated. God had
so obviously worked in this man's life, and his powerful story touched
hearts. Of course, his wasn't the first incredible testimony I'd heard.
Growing up in the church, I listened to many men and women tell of
God's grace in their life. The most powerful stories always involved
pain and heartache—women who had abortions, men who battled
pornography addictions, teens who escaped a life of drugs and alcohol.
These Christian brothers and sisters told how they saw God's hand in
the midst of suffering and sorrow. Their stories always inspired and
encouraged me. They also made me resent my own dull testimony.
As a pastor's daughter, I grew up in a stable Christian home. At four
years old, I prayed with my mother to ask Christ to be the Savior and
Lord of my life. I can count on one hand the number of Sundays I
missed church from infancy through high school. I never went through
a rebellious period, hung around the bad crowd, had a shady
boyfriend, or tried drugs or cigarettes. For a couple years during
college, I struggled with doubt and cynicism about Christianity, but
that eventually solidified my faith and grew my relationship with God.

How would that story inspire anything but a yawn? If only I had a
little drama in my life. An accident or addiction. An adolescent run-in
with the cops. I felt ridiculous wishing for bad things to happen, but I
did just the same. I even asked God to cause something dramatic to
happen in my life. Nothing too terrible, of course. Just enough to give
my testimony some punch.
A few months after that chapel service, I had an opportunity to talk
with Joe, the speaker who'd given his powerful testimony. I told him I
sometimes felt guilty for having such an uneventful spiritual life while
others suffered.
"Sometimes I pray something bad will happen to me," I confessed. I
felt embarrassed telling my secret to someone I hardly knew, but I was
desperate to sort out my feelings.
Joe's eyes expressed sadness, but his words came out strong and
urgent: "I would never in a million years want anyone else to go
through what I did." Joe pointed out that my "easy" life was a blessing
from God, not something to regret. He was blunt with me: "Don't you
dare waste God's blessings by wishing for harm. Use what God has
given you."
I knew Joe was right. I asked God to forgive my ingratitude and
foolishness. Still, I couldn't shake my feelings of guilt for having such
an easy life compared to so many others. I felt bored and restless. I
didn't see how my mostly pain-free life demonstrated God's mercy and
grace. I needed to be rescued from something. Didn't I?
Several years later at a Christian writer's conference, the moderator
invited all the attendees to share briefly about ourselves, including
how we became a Christian. One young woman spoke familiar words.

"I grew up in a Christian home," she said. "For as long as I can
remember, my parents loved the Lord and taught me to do the same."
"Praise God!" bellowed the moderator. "Thank the Lord for godly
parents. What a testimony to God's grace!"

He commented as each person shared, but the stories of a Christian
heritage elicited the loudest, most heartfelt praise. As I listened to this
big, outspoken man praise God for demonstrating his grace in godly
families, my heart felt as if it might burst. Sorrow, relief, and joy
jumbled together, and understanding flooded over me.
God doesn't need heartbreak or tragedy to demonstrate his grace. He
placed me in a loving, godly family and a solid church; he spared me
from extensive pain; he guarded me and guided me in my choices.
God rescued me before I made many lousy choices or faced tragedy.
I've probably heard Noah's story 100 times, but I recently read it with
a new perspective. In a world so corrupt that God decided to wipe out
everything and start over, one speck of goodness remained. Noah was
"a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time" (Genesis
6:9). So God cut a deal with him: Build a big boat, and you'll survive
this worldwide flood—"you and your sons and your wife and your
sons' wives with you" (Genesis 6:18). What about Noah's sons and
their wives? I wondered. What did they do to deserve a spot on the
ark? Maybe they believed their father and/or God and faithfully swung
hammers and hauled lumber. Or perhaps they thought old man Noah
had lost his marbles and ducked their heads in embarrassment when
they went to the marketplace. Either way, when the flood waters
receded, Noah's kids were alive. Why? They had a righteous dad, and
they obeyed him at least enough to enter the ark.

I can relate to Noah's kids. Devoted Christian parents showed me how
to love God, and I obeyed them—sometimes out of a desire to do
right, and sometimes because I was a bit of a goody-goody. As a
result, God has showered my life with undeserved blessings. I've
stopped wasting time and energy feeling guilty. Instead, I thank God
for my Christian heritage and for all the blessings that come along
with it.
I can still hear Joe's advice: "Use what God has given you." I'm
discovering that the best way to say "Thanks, God" is by sharing what
God has given me through service to others. My church offers free
English classes to immigrants. Teaching these classes twice a week
reminds me how fortunate I am to have had such wonderful
educational opportunities. I recently started volunteering at an afterschool program for "at-risk" kids, so I can love a group of third
graders who don't receive the abundance of love I did at their age.
Every Christian has a different story, but the best part of anyone's
story is always the same—that through Christ, she became a cherished
daughter of the King. And that's amazing!
Karen Langley, a journalist with OM Ships International, lives in
Illinois.
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Used by permission of Christianity Today International, Carol Stream,
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How to Tell Your Story
Jesus didn't preach a lot of three-point sermons, but he told a ton of stories.
Why? People are interested in other people, not abstract ideas. That's why
you're reading a magazine and not a philosophy textbook. Imagine trying to
convince the person next door he or she is a sinner and desperately needs
Christ. Yeah, right! But what if you share with him or her about your life and
what Christ means to you? He or she may be willing to talk about the gospel
after hearing a sincere personal testimony.
Where to start?
You may find it helps to write your story and practice it. Then when you have
an opportunity to share with someone, you can do so with confidence. Your
story should include three main parts:
1. My life before knowing Christ. You may want to talk about a
specific problem with which you struggled. What life issues were you
dealing with? Looking back, how was God working in your life? Who
was God using in your life to reach you?
2. How I came into a personal relationship with Christ. Again, be
specific—don't just say, "I came to know Christ." Tell how it
happened. How did it feel? What did it mean to you to take this step of
faith? In what way was Jesus real to you?
3. My life after Christ. How are you a different person as a result of
having Christ in your life? What does he mean to you? If you became
a Christian as a young child, emphasize this last point.
A few storytelling tips:



Keep it brief—two to five minutes (and two or three paragraphs) is
plenty.



Give enough details to arouse interest.



Ask God for wisdom and guidance, and trust the Holy Spirit to do
his work in his timing in the other person's heart.



Some questions to think about: Why does God's presence in my life
make a difference? How is he working in and through me right now?



Centering your story around a theme can be helpful. Christ means
different things to different people—and different things at different
times in our life. What about your relationship with Christ is most
powerful in your life—freedom, mercy, love, joy?

A few traps to avoid:


Don't speak "Christianese." "I felt it was God's will" and "Jesus
shed his blood for our sins" mean nothing to most unchurched people.



Don't give the impression the Christian life is a bed of roses. Be
honest and realistic.



Don't preach, and don't speak in a judgmental or critical way.
Convey an attitude of love and acceptance.

God has an unending supply of creativity; ask him to use your story to impact
people's lives. And just think of the fun you'll have someday tracking down
those people in heaven to discover how your story blended with theirs! —K.L.
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