
THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:12–31 
 

Study Text: 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because 
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body.16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be 
the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But 
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our 
more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater 
honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.28 And God has appointed in 
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 
with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

Guiding Illustration:  The human body is a perfect metaphor, or image, of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, as it is a living organism with many members, controlled by one Spirit with Christ as its 
Head.   
 
 
 



I. THE CHURCH IS ONE BODY. A body with two heads would be a monstrosity. So would a head 
with two bodies. “Ye are the body of Christ” (v. 27). “Ye, being many, are one body in Christ” 
(Rom. 12:5). We have Churches many, but Christ has only one. 

• Christ is the ONLY Head of the Body 
• There is only one Body – the Church catholic (Universal) 
• Denominations are man-made and results in division because of conflict, confusion, 

and competition.  
 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
II. THE MEMBERS ARE ALL UNITED BY ONE SPIRIT. “By one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
Body” (v. 13). We may be admitted into a local Church on a profession of faith, but to be united 
to the Spiritual Body of Christ we need the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost. The Lord 
knows them that are His. 

• Confession of Faith gets you into the organization 
• Conversion gets you into the Organism, the Body of Christ 

o John 6:63 says, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” 

o It’s by the power of the Holy Spirit that what we “once were,” gets 
transformed into what we are to become that is “not yet.” 

o It is because of that truth that we are bound together from one extreme to 
the other by the unifying power of the Spirit. 

o It is no longer Us v. Them… It is now “We”.  
o Because of the Spirit, we have become the Community of Faith 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

III. THE BODY OF CHRIST INCLUDES EVERY MEMBER. “Whether they be Jew or Gentile, bond 
or free” (v. 13). Whether they be black or white, brown, or yellow, rich or poor, young or old, 
learned or ignorant, living or dead: all who in every age have been made to drink of the one 
soul-nourishing Spirit (v. 13), all are His. All who have been brought nigh by the Blood of Christ 
(Eph. 2:13).  
 



• Nobody who truly wants to be included in the Body will be left out. 
• When people become more concerned about religion than the relationship, we do 

things that push people away. 
o Prejudice 
o Preference 
o Pride 

• We exclude people based on our personal standard of who is worthy.  This is NOT 
how the Body of Christ responds to those who want to be a part of Christ’s Body… 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
IV. EACH MEMBER HAS ITS OWN FUNCTION. “God hath set the members every one of them, 
in the body as it hath pleased Him” (v. 18). The foot is not expected to do the work of the 
hand, nor the eye to do what the ear is made for. There are diversities of gifts (vv. 28–31), but 
one Spirit and one purpose. Be not discouraged if your gift is not so prominent as some others. 
The eye does not covet the function of the ear, nor the ear that of the eye. Let us prayerfully 
seek to find out what that gift is which God hath been pleased to bestow. If you are a member 
of Christ’s Body, there is something you can do for Him. A paralyzed member is a betrayal of His 
character. 

• God has gifted every one of us with something that is essential to the growth, 
maturity, and prosperity of the Body of Christ. 

• We confuse talents with gifts 
o Biblical gifts are things like: Administration, Exhortation, Faith, Giving, Helps, 

Leadership, Shepherding, Service, and Teaching 
o The most familiar passages on the subject are found in Romans 12; 1st 

Corinthians 12; and 1st Peter 4 
o Ephesians 4 is a list for leadership gifts to the Church  
o Every one of us are valuable to the Kingdom and to the work of the Church 
o There are no free rides.  We don’t work to be saved but we work because we 

are saved. Saved to Serve 
• Take the Spiritual Gifts Test here:  http://shilohgarland.org/ministries/resources  

o Schedule a time to discuss the outcomes with Dr. Session 
pastor@shilohgarland.org  

Notes: 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
V. ALL THE MEMBERS ARE INTERDEPENDENT. “The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee,” etc. (v. 21). Each member of the body needs the help of the others. We ought to 
praise God for the gifts of other members, when the work of the Lord is being helped on. What 
does it matter which member has the special gift, so long as the will of the Head is being done 
through the body? 

• We all need one another for us all to be at our best  
• We will never reach our fullest potential until we learn to appreciate the gift that’s in 

others 
• There is no need for jealousy in the Body because everyone is necessary. 

o You only become unnecessary and irrelevant when you choose to function 
outside of the will of God. 

• Significant and meaningful fellowship builds up trust that makes it possible to lean 
on one another. 

Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. THERE IS NO DIVISION IN THE BODY IN HIS SIGHT (vv. 25–27). “Ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). “The same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him” (Rom. 10:12). 
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope” (Eph. 4:4). Things that 
divide the members of His Body, in the eyes of men, are things devised by the pride and 
prejudice of men. As Christians, let us “Endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Eph. 4:3). 

• The 7 Ones… 
• We must fight to maintain the unity in the Body 

o Rory Murphy was a great example of one who would fight to maintain the 
unity in the fellowship.  He would put his pride aside to work to 
communicate to see where things went wrong and see if there was a way to 
get things back on track.  It was never about who was right or wrong with 
him. 



• How many times have you insisted on getting your way or being right even if it 
meant that you tore up the relationship in the process?   

o Too many people have trivialized the Body of Christ and determined that if 
they can’t run it, then they would wreck it. 

Notes: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VII. ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE BODY ARE IN MUTUAL SYMPATHY. So, the members of Christ 
should have the same care one for another. “If one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it: if one be honored, all the members rejoice with it” (vv. 25, 26). There is no place for 
envy or jealousy here. In the Lord’s service such unclean spirits must be cast out. For “though I 
speak with the tongue of an angel and have not love, I am become as sounding brass” (chap. 
13:1). “Love seeks not her own.” Follow after love and desire spiritual gifts (chap. 14:1). 

• If one suffers, then all suffers 
o Whether you stub your toe or you have a massive migraine, the entire body 

feels the pain and is affected. 
• The strength of the fellowship is demonstrated in how the rest of the body rallies 

around the affected/injured member to support it. 
• That’s the kind of Church Christ died for is the one that loves even the “least” among 

the Body. 
• Do you have a difficult time loving everyone? 
• Are you careful how you address others? 
• Do you make a real effort to help others regardless of if they are a part of your social 

group or not? 
• Do you still participate in cliques or do you have a list of favorite people? 

 
Notes: 
 
 


