
SESSION 4 
 

THE HABIT OF FELLOWSHIP 

 

Participating in God's Family 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, 

especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25, NLT)  
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Making a commitment to cooperate & participate 

 
Like with many families there are certain expectations that come with being a member of the family.  We 

consider it a wonderful privilege to share with each other.  However, it can be rather difficult if we choose 

to isolate ourselves from one another.  Here are some practical insights on how “you” can be an active 

visible participant of our church family.  

 
We must intentionally commit to cooperating and participating with each other by actively sharing and 

caring for each member of the family.  Our love for God is evidenced by our continued love and 

encouragement for each other. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ephesians 4, the Apostle Paul shares God’s intentions for the church, that being the unity of the church.  

No doubt, love is the motivating principle by which unity can be realized, and it is evidenced by the 

cooperation and participation of each individual member.  This then becomes the greatest apologetic to 

the world, “they will know we are Christians by our love.” 

 

 

 

The One Another Concepts 
 
Our commitment to cooperate and participate points directly to the concept of fellowship.  Now to 

properly understand fellowship and the worship that comes from fellowship, we will look at what God 

tells us of Christian relationships.  The concepts presented here all have the phrase “one another” in them, 

so we will refer to them as the “One Another Concepts.” 

 

 

1. We Are Members of One Another 
 

We are all members of the body of Christ and have a place in that body.  The Apostle Paul used a number 

of metaphors to illustrate how the church should grow and function in this world.     

 

 

 

 

For example: 1 Corinthians 3:9  

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.  

 

Here we see an agricultural and an architectural metaphor.   However, Paul is well known for 

describing the church in terms of human anatomy, i.e., parts of a single human body (Romans 12:4) 

 

Metaphor-a figure of speech in 

which a word or phrase literally 

denoting one kind of object or idea 

is used in place of another to 

suggest a likeness or analogy 

between them1  

 

Exercise: Look up the word, “endeavoring,” and define it. 

 

“endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3, 

NKJV)  
 What does endeavoring mean?  How can you play a part in ensuring the unity of  

  the Spirit? Make every effort; do your best; to do it with haste  
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2. Be Kindly Affectionate to One Another with Brotherly Love 
 

The church should be like a family.  In Romans 12:10, Paul told Christians to love each other as brothers 

in a family would.  The Greek word Philadelphia, which means, “love of brothers or sisters, brotherly 

love” is used here. 

 

Romans 12:10  

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  

To give yourself to others     to give others priority 

 

Loving as a family introduces us to a whole new experience for the church.  It shows that the church 

should have reality, emotion, and warmth, in the same way as a well-functioning family.  This is crucial 

in light of the fact that we have dysfunctional families in our society, and even many Christians come to 

their church family needing spiritual and emotional support.   

 

 

3. In Honor Giving Preference to One Another 
 

Christians are not to develop relationships through selfish motives or self-interest, through pride or 

ambition.  They are to think of the other person first. 

 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

(Philippians 2:3–4, ESV)  
 

One of the greatest cancers in human relationships is to consider only yourself.  Verse 4 above implies 

that we can be concerned about our personal interests, but we are also to have a sincere concern for the 

interests of others.  Above all we are to consider the interests of God (cf. Matthew 6:33). 

 

 

4. Be Like-Minded Toward One Another 
 

One important part of fellowship is unity.  Unity comes from building relationships, and it is an example 

to others of the way Christ changes lives.  Look at Paul’s injunction to the Philippian church to have 

unity, “complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 

and of one mind.” (Philippians 2:2, ESV)  
 

He also shared with the church at Ephesus when he said, “… to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

(Ephesians 4:1–3, ESV)  
 

This was much the same as Christ’s prayer for his disciples. He prayed the disciples may be one so that 

the world may believe in the Father. 

 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that 

they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17:20–21, ESV)  
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5. Admonish One Another 
 

The Bible is a very balanced book.  It tells us to “receive” and “accept one another” unconditionally, but 

it also explains another dimension of love; one that some may call “tough love.”  There are times when 

we must tell others they are wrong. 

 

Romans 15:14 (NASB) 

And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, 

filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another.  

 

Paul makes it clear that there are certain personal requirements that qualify us for dealing in tough love. 

 

➢ We are to be “full of goodness.”  This means we need to have our own life and attitudes under 

control to best help someone get their life in order 

➢ We are to be “filled with all knowledge.”  This means that we need to know God’s will on the 

issues we’re confronting 

➢ We are to be “speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15).  This means that what we say is for the 

good of the other person, not for our own selfish motives. 

➢ We are to restore one in the “spirit of meekness,” (Gal. 6:1) 

 

6. Additional “One Anothers” 
 

There are numerous “one another” statements in the New Testament.  Avail yourself to reading the 

following passages: 

 

➢ Through love serve one another (Gal. 5:13) 

➢ Bear with one another (Col. 3:13; Eph. 4:2) 

➢ Forgive one another (Col. 3:13) 

➢ Submit to one another (Eph. 5:21) 

➢ Encourage one another (1 Thes. 4:18) 

➢ Edify one another (1 Thes. 5:11) 

➢ Greet one another (1 Cor. 16:20) 

 

 Anyone who casually observes the local church will have to attest to the spirit of cooperation and 

participation that is evidenced by our visible expression of love for one another.  When you play your part 

this visible expression is further enhanced.  We believe our church must grow LARGER and 

SMALLER at the same time, and this can happen when each member makes a commitment to cooperate 

& participate  Remembering The Great Commandment:  

 

37 Jesus said to him, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 The second is like it: 

Exercise: 

 

What practical ways can you bring UNITY to your local church? 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 
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‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the law and the prophets depend on these two 

commandments.” Matthew 22:36–40 (NET) 
 

 

Fellowship is Important because… 
 

 

1. We are GIFTED to serve others. 
 

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to 

serve one another.” (1 Peter 4:10, NLT)  

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” (1 Corinthians 12:7, NLT)  
 

2. We need ENCOURAGEMENT to grow spiritually. 

 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,” (Hebrews 10:24, 

ESV)  
 

3. We need ACCOUNTABILITY to grow spiritually. 
 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one person sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17, CSB)  
 

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is overtaken in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual, 

restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so that you also won’t 

be tempted. Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

(Galatians 6:1–2, CSB)  

 

4. We experience God’s POWER when We PRAY together. 
 

“When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled was shaken, and they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:31, CSB)  

 

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was praying fervently to God for him.” 

 (Acts 12:5, CSB)  

 

“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and 

praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:2–3, ESV)  

 

 

5. Our fellowship is a WITNESS_ to the world. 
 

(Jesus) “May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be in 

us, so that the world may believe you sent me.” (John 17:21, CSB)  
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The Ways to Grow in Fellowship  
 

 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 

done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 

And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 

any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 

they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 

2:42–47, ESV)  

 
 

 

1. Here’s a great principle; Our church must grow LARGER and SMALLER at the same time, and you 

are encouraged to play your part! 

 

2. Every member is encouraged to attend Church Meetings 

 

• Large Group:  Worship Services, Revivals, Church Conferences 

 

• Small Group:  Fellowships & Bible study groups 

 

3. Every member is encouraged to be a part of a LIFE   GROUP. 

 

 

4. Every member is encouraged to be a part of a MINISTRY GROUP. 

 

      

 

     

NOTES: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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