
How Do We Give God What He Wants Most from Us? 
Romans 12:1-2  
 

I want you to consider with me, the answer to this all-important question, “How do we give God 
what He wants most from us?”  Maybe the best way to approach this question is to start by 
asking ourselves, “What has God done for us?”   
 
In typical Pauline formula, Romans begins with orthodoxy (right teaching) and pivots to 
instruct us to walk out what we’ve learned…. that’s orthopraxy (right living).  
 
Chapters 1-11 is the teaching portion of the letter.  It teaches us what to do. 
Chapters 12-16 is the practical application of the letter. It teaches us how to do it. 
 
Here are the Four divisions of Romans: 
 

• Wrath of God 
• Grace of God 
• Plan of God 
• Will of God 

 

1. Romans 3:20 - CONDEMNATION  

Chapter 1 - Human depravity  
Chapter 2 - We are left without excuse  
Chapter 3 - Condemnation 

 

2. Romans 5:1 – JUSTIFICATION 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Justification is not God pretending that we have never sinned, it is Him covering up what 
He knows to be our sin even though we are guilty. 
 

3. Romans 8:1 - EXONERATION  

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
It literally means “cleared from accusation and freed from blame.”   

4. Romans 12:1 - CONSECRATION  



Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.2 Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
I believe this is the platform by which Paul is justified in making his appeal to live out our lives 
in a holiness that has not been manufactured by moralistic niceties or cultural appropriateness but 
rather by the transformative grace that comes from having faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
By the mercies of God (Look back over the mercies in your own lives that gave us room to 
make a decision to surrender to the Lord) 

• Forgiveness  
• Walks with us  
• Provides for us 
• Carries us when we can’t go on 
• Mistakes become miracles in His hands 
• Think about how He has been merciful to you.  List some in the margins. 

 
Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit” 
 
Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
 
Because of his mercies, what do you believe is our reasonable service (here the Greek word is 
the one where we get our English word for logical.)  In other words, since God has been so 
merciful, what is our logical response to Him? 
 
We have just walked through the book of Romans and have come to this very pivotal moment in 
Paul’s message to the house churches at Rome, but more importantly, a very pivotal moment for 
every Christian, to everyone who names Jesus as Lord.  Here the Scripture lays bare what it is 
that God ultimately wants from each and every one of us.  Paul says, “present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice.” 
 
What is it that you would have to bring to God if you brought Him everything? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What Isaacs do you still have in your life? – some of us still have idols that we’re trying to 
protect from God’s transformative power.  We might not say it out loud, but we live like we are 
saying to God, “God you can take all of this, but leave these things alone.” 



List the things that may have become your personal idols: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s the reality… 
 
We are not dead sacrifices but living sacrifices. We slide back off the altar when it’s convenient. 
That is not we should do considering all His mercies towards us, but we do.  
 
But ask yourself this question, “What if I actually lived totally surrendered?” 
 
 
 
 
Consider… Ephesians 3:16-19 “6 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may 
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.” 
 
 
Why do we try to hold on to that which we can’t keep and miss out on that which we could 
never lose? The world vs. Eternal Life 
 
I have another question for you… 
 
Why do we resist surrendering to God?  Is it because we have a fear of missing out? 
 
 
 
 
Presentation of body leads to transformation of the mind.  When we give God what He really 
wants, God will give us what we really need. 

• How has this played out in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Transformed – does mean totally changed, but it doesn’t happen all at once.  It happens in 
stages. 

• Tadpoles to frogs 
• Caterpillars to butterflies 
• Eggs to chickens 
• New believers to mature believers 

 
What stages have you been growing through?  Have you been growing at all?  What have 
you personally done to help with your growth?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your spiritual growth is your personal responsibility. 
 
 
 
Why do we conform anyway?  

• Fear of other’s opinions. Why do we worry what others think? Who cares when God has 
been so merciful? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s the logical response to God considering all He’s done for us? 
 


