
Hanging On to Broken Pieces 
Acts 27 
 

In the late 1800’s Horatio Spafford was a successful businessman in 
Chicago.  His financial interests were vast and varied.  He was a 
professor at the university, an accomplished lawyer, a real estate 
mogul, and was raising a beautiful family.  Between 1871-1880, he had 
an unforgiving run of misfortune.  A fire ravaged several acres of his 
real estate holdings including his law offices.  This forced him into 
financial straits.  Still, in the midst of his misfortune, he planned a trip 
to take his family on a cruise of the Atlantic to visit France and 
Switzerland.  At the last minute, hoping to salvage something from the 
ruins, he made the decision to stay behind to broker a business deal for 
some of the land that had been affected by the fire.  A group of French 
pastors had been in town for a convention and were now heading 
home.  He asked one of them who he knew, to keep watch over his 
family during the trip.  While at sea, they ship collided with another 
vessel and Spafford’s 4 girls would be loss in the wreckage.  History 
records them going down in prayer, still trusting God.  His wife survived 
the ordeal by hanging on to one of the broken pieces of wreckage.   

A few years later, he would have a son also names Horatio, but he 
would die young of disease.  Spafford, a broken man with very little to 
hang on to after a solid decade of misfortune, he sat down to write out 
of the seeds of his contemplation the fruit of his introspection these 
words… 

When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows, like sea-billows, roll 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul… 

 



I fear that we have lost such trust and dependence upon the Lord in 
these days.  Every sermon seems to be geared to teach us that which 
we could pick up in the self-help section of any bookstore.  We don’t 
hear much about trusting in God or depending on Him for our 
deliverance.  Everything is about what we can do for ourselves.  But 
there is an occasion in Scripture where Paul has been granted 
permission to appeal all the way to Caesar in Rome and is entrusted to 
the care of a good man who was a Centurion by the name of Julius.  It 
on his adventure to Rome that we learn a lot about how to trust in God 
and depend on Him in the greatest storms of our lives. 
 

I. The Testing in the Storms vv.13-26 

 

Deceptively Calm: v.13 Sleep folk never see them coming; therefore, 
we need to stay ready.  You prepare for war in the time of peace.  You 
prepare for the storm when everything is still. 

When was a time in your life when things were deceptively calm and 
then life fell apart?  How did you handle it? 

 

 

 

 

Destructive Calamity: vv.14-17  

 

 



Desperately Clinging: vv.18-25 They tried everything to keep the ship 
from coming apart  

We try to do everything we know how to do to keep things together.  
What are some of things you have tried to keep things together?  Did 
they work? 
 
 
 
 

 

The narrator, Luke, tells us in v.26 that little by little they became 
discouraged until they lost all hope 

 

II. The Trimming in the Storm vv.27-38 

Cut away some people vv.27-32 some of the sailors tried to sneak 
away in the lifeboat.  Some of them had had enough and when they 
thought that it was a good time to leave, they tried to tip out under the 
cover of the calamity. 

 

• God allows some things to happen so He can show us who’s really 
with us and who’s been fronting.  

 
 
 
 
• This will happen in all our lives. We don’t have to like it, but when 

it does happen, we are still commanded to love them.  
 



Castaway some provisions vv.33-38 after Paul encouraged them to eat, 
then they were to throw away the excess grain they had left.  This 
demonstrated that they had faith in Paul’s God 

Too often we place too much faith in the blessings and not enough in 
the Blesser! 
• -God can supply your needs when you have no money  
• -He can open doors when you have no status 
• -He can heal you when you can’t afford the medicine  
• -He can be your peace even when you haven’t had any rest 
• -He’s your sunshine in the midst of a storm 

 
Maybe what we’re to learn from Paul’s adventure is to keep our trust in 
the Lord and not in people and things.  
 

It’s in moments like this God will use bad times to prepare you for 
better days. 

 
He will trim away things in our character that keeps us from walking 
in His will.  
What has God trimmed in your life to help you? 

 

 

 

Sometimes we have to trim to have triumph! 

 

III. The Triumph Over the Storm vv.39-44 



Why did God not just allow the ship to make it safely to shore without 
wrecking? Why was the trial was made so difficult for the crew and 
passengers? 

For Julius and for us, this storm served to: 
Storms point: This storm pointed to the God who could keep them safe 
even when they gave up.  They build within us the resolve and the focus 
to keep going in the direction God is sending us.  
 

Storms prove: This storm proved that God would be faithful for those 
who believe in Him. Sometimes storms come to prove that the God 
who called us can also keep us. No matter what comes our way, God is 
faithful. That’s why you can’t stop now. Look at what God has brought 
you through. God is demonstrating to you that no weapon formed 
against you will prosper.  
 

Storms perfect:  This storm is meant to perfect the faith of those whose 
faith has fallen away.  He uses storms to make us into what He wants us 
to become. 

 

Notes: 

 

 


