
Beware of False Teachers and Teachings 
 

False teachers and false teachings are all around us today.  It has become the new normal in 
religious discourse.  It is almost impossible to turn on a device and hear teaching that does not 
contain egregious error or teaching that is not loaded with an agenda that end up working for the 
good of the false teacher and against those who subscribe to it.  Therefore, every believer must 
be on high alert, praying and asking God to give them discernment so as not to fall victim to 
manipulation and deadly error. 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves.” - Matt. 7:15 

Just what are false teachers? 

Spokesmen, heralds, or messengers falsely speaking for, or on behalf of, someone else. The false 
prophet was often motivated not by loyalty to God but by a desire for popularity and/or 
prosperity. This was the main difference between Jeremiah and his contemporaries. While 
Jeremiah was foretelling doom (Jeremiah 4:19), the false prophets were assuring the people of 
peace (6:14; 8:11). The people preferred it that way; they said, “Don’t tell us the truth. Tell us 
nice things. Tell us lies” (Isaiah 30:10, NLT). 
 
The false prophet’s message frequently appealed to national pride: Israel was God’s people; 
God’s temple was in their midst; therefore, all would be well (Jer 7:10). Jeremiah, however, 
warned them not to be fooled into thinking that just because they had the temple they would 
never suffer (vv. 12–15). 
 
Much of Jesus’ ministry consisted of confronting the false teaching of the religious leaders of 
His day (cf. Matt. 16:11-12; 23:1-39). In His discourse on things to come, He warned in 
Matthew 24:4-5 saying, “See to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many.” 

The apostle Peter devotes most of 2nd Peter to warning against false teachers. Jude devotes his 
entire short letter to the same theme. John in his epistles repeatedly warns of false teachers. 
Paul’s final words to the Ephesian elders warned them in Acts 20:28-30 saying, “Be on guard 
for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after 
my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from 



among your own selves, men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves.” 

His final letters to Timothy and Titus repeatedly emphasize the need for sound doctrine. He told 
Titus in Titus 1:9 that an elder must hold “fast the faithful Word, which is in accordance with 
the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those 
who contradict.” He goes on to explain that there are many empty talkers and deceivers who are 
upsetting whole households through their false teaching. In his final charge to Timothy, after 
telling him to preach the word, he explained in 2nd Tim. 4:3-4 saying, “For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn away 
their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.” 
 
 
How Do False Teachers Work? 
 

1. Syncretism – the amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religions, 
cultures, or schools of thought. 
 

2. Sufficiency of Scripture – the idea that Scripture contained all the words of God He 
intended His people to have at each stage of redemptive history, and it now contains all 
the words of God for salvation, for trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly.   
 

3. Suspicion of Scripture – weaving doubt about the authority and/or accuracy of holy 
Scripture to further one’s own agenda or justification.  

 
 
What Can We Do To Combat The Efforts Of False Teachers? 
 

1. 2nd Timothy 2:15-18 “15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the 
word of truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into 
more and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. 
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,18 who have swerved from the 
truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting 
the faith of some.”  
 



2. 2nd Timothy 3:10-17 “10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my 
conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 
steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from 
them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue 
in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” 
 

3. Galatians 1:6-9 “6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who 
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7 not 
that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be 
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed.” 
 

4. John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 


