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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 15, 2026 

Divine Service, Setting Three 

Word of Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Hymn: You Give Us Life Anew 
 

Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a 

L: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 

C: all you who love her; 

L: that you may nurse and be satisfied 

C: from her consoling breast. 

L: I was glad when they said to me, 

C: “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

L: Our feet have been standing 

C: within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

L: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

C: May they be secure who love you! 

L: For my brothers and companions’ sake 

C: I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
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L: Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 

C: all you who love her; 

L: that you may nurse and be satisfied 

C: from her consoling breast. 
 

Gloria Patri (sung) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Kyrie (sung) Mark 10:47 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

L: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only 

punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we 

may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in 

willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-21 (ESV) 

And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and 

the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when 

we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 

whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go 

out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. On the 

sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” So Moses and 

Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because He has heard your grumbling 

against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in 

the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that 

you grumble against Him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the 

LORD, for He has heard your grumbling.’” And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people 

of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. And the 

LORD said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat 

meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. And when 

the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the 

ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it 

was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. This is what the LORD has 

commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to 

the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, 
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some more, some less. But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left 

over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. And Moses said 

to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it 

till the morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. Morning by morning they 

gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 
 

L: This is the Word of the LORD. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Galatians 4:21–31 (ESV) 

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? For it is written that Abraham had 

two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. But the son of the slave was born according to the 

flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. Now this may be interpreted allegorically: 

these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now 

Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 

children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, 

“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 

 break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 

 than those of the one who has a husband.” 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who was born according to 

the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. But what does the Scripture 

say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of 

the free woman.” So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: John 6:1-15 (ESV) 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
 

 
 

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large 

crowd was following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing on the sick. Jesus went up on the 

mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 

Lifting up His eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward Him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 

we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for He Himself knew what He would 

do. Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was 

much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and 

when He had given thanks, He distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, He told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that 

nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley 

loaves, left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, “This is indeed 

the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, Jesus withdrew again 

to the mountain by Himself. 
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Statement of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 

Hymn #566: By Grace I’m Saved 
 

Sermon 
 

Offertory (sung) Psalm 51:10–12 
 

Offering from God’s People 
 

Stewardship Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank You for all the gifts You have given us. Thank You for Jesus, the perfect steward 

of Your gifts, showing that giving of self is the most fundamental part of following Him. May the 

offerings of our time, talents, and material resources be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus 

showed us by His life and death for us. In His name we pray, Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer (10:45) 
(10:45) The service will conclude with the Benediction. 

 

 

(8:00) The service continues with the Service of the Sacrament. 
 

Preface (sung) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. C: It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei (sung) John 1:29 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

 1. #636: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 2. #918: Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 3. #711: Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
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Nunc Dimittis (please stand to sing) Luke 2:29–32 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

Dismissal & Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

  
 

Hymn #922: Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew D. Priem | Reader: Roger Fox/Scott Kastman | Musician: Jordan Fox 
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