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The Third Sunday in Lent 
Fellowship Sunday 

March 8, 2026 

Divine Service, Setting Three 

Word of Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Hymn #686: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins 

P: O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ  

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 25:1–2, 17–18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

P: My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C: for He will pluck my feet out of the net. 

P: Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

C: for I am lonely and afflicted. 

P: To You, O LORD, 

C: I lift up my soul. 

P: O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

C: let not my enemies exult over me. 

P: The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 

C: bring me out of my distresses. 

P: Consider my affliction and my trouble, 

C: and forgive all my sins. 
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P: Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 

C: Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in You. 

P: My eyes are ever toward the LORD, 

C: for He will pluck my feet out of the net. 

P: Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

C: for I am lonely and afflicted. 
 

Gloria Patri (sung) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Kyrie (sung) Mark 10:47 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 

and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 

truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Old Testament: Jeremiah 26:1-15 (ESV) 

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD: 

“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to 

worship in the house of the LORD all the words that I command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 

It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster that I intend to 

do to them because of their evil deeds. You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to Me, to 

walk in My law that I have set before you, and to listen to the words of My servants the prophets whom I send 

to you urgently, though you have not listened, then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a 

curse for all the nations of the earth.’” 

The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the 

LORD. And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the 

people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! Why have 

you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, 

without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 

When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD 

and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. Then the priests and the prophets 

said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied 

against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this 

house and this city all the words you have heard. Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey 

the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that He has pronounced against you.  
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But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. Only know for certain 

that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its 

inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 
 

P: This is the Word of the LORD. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:1-9 (ESV) 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up 

for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper 

among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let 

there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 

covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with 

empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore 

do not associate with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true). 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 11:14-28 (ESV) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 
 

 
 

Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, 

and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 

while others, to test Him, kept seeking from Him a sign from heaven. But He, knowing their thoughts, said to 

them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is 

divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. And if I 

cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if 

it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong 

man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one stronger than he attacks him and 

overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. Whoever is not with Me is 

against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters. 

“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and 

finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house swept 

and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 

there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

As He said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that 

bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of 

God and keep it!” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Statement of Faith: Nicene Creed 
 

Hymn #421: Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
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Sermon 
 

Offertory (sung) Psalm 51:10–12 
 

Offering from God’s People 
 

Stewardship Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank You for all the gifts You have given us. Thank You for Jesus, the perfect steward 

of Your gifts, showing that giving of self is the most fundamental part of following Him. May the 

offerings of our time, talents, and material resources be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus 

showed us by His life and death for us. In His name we pray, Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Preface (sung) 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P: The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. C: It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 

P: It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei (sung) John 1:29 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns 

 1. #684: Come unto Me, Ye Weary 

 2. #423: Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 3. #420: Christ, the Life of All the Living 

 4. #536: One Thing’s Needful (verse 1, 3-5) 

 5. #643: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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Nunc Dimittis (please stand to sing) Luke 2:29–32 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 

Dismissal & Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

P: Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

  
 

Hymn #744: Amazing Grace 
 

 

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew D. Priem | Musician: Jordan Fox 
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