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WATER
Community Details
Where there is water, there is life. However, without access to safe, potable water, people suffer. The community of 12 de Diciembre
knew this suffering too well. Gathering their daily water from local surface water, they were forced to choose between dehydration and
disease. Malaria and respiratory infections were the common results of using the local surface water. Ready to have safe options, the
community leaders called and visited Living Water while Living Water was establishing another nearby water point. The community
leaders asked for safe water. Because of the generous and caring spirits of the people of Porterfield Memorial United Methodist
Church, the Living Water team had the funds necessary to bring this community life through water.
The Porterfield Memorial church members traveled down and drilled an 8-meter-deep borehole and mounted an Afridev hand pump
on top. The new pump will serve 60 local families, a primary school and 3 local churches: Iglesia Nueva Jerusalen, Iglesia de Dios and
Iglesia Catolica. In addition to creating the well, the team was able to present life-saving lessons on hygiene and sanitation to the
community members, to which the community responded with great interest. The people of 12 de Diciembre use hygiene facilities
such as pit latrines and pour flush toilets, so the team was able to build on this foundational sanitation practice and team them other
hygiene and sanitation basics.
The local church became involved through the Empowerment Model, and the local pastor was the one to present the gospel at the well
dedication ceremony. The people listened intently and showed great interest in the message of the saving love of Jesus. With the new
pump as a physical reminder of the love of Christ, the ministry of the Porterfield Memorial team as a visual of Christ’s love lived out
and the ongoing presence and ministry of the local church, the people of 12 de Diciembre have received life through water and the
Word.

Project Details
Product
Location of water point

New
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Type of Institution Served
GPS Coordinates

Village
Latitude: 15 29.038 N

Longitude: 086 16.154 W

Construction
Altitude

98 m

Total depth drilled

8m

Static level

5m

Total depth of casing

8m

External Diameter of casing

100 mm

Casing material
Screen
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PVC
Start: 6 m

Stop: 8 m
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Pump Type

Afridev

Depth of cylinder

6m

Gravel Pack

Yes

Gravel Pack Depth

5m

Well yield

40 Liters/minute

Sanitary seal depth from surface

4m

Shock Chlorination

Yes

Evangelism
Number of people in attendance

Number Of Men: 15
Number Of Women: 20
Number Children: 90

Well Platform
Platform is concrete with reinforcing steel

Yes

Dimension of Platform (H*W*L)

0.254*2*3

Drainage Channel or soak pit installed

Yes

Water Quality Results
Water Purity Test

LWI Test Kit
Total Dissolved Solids
(as per T.D.S meter) :

Bacteria Test
Other Comments on Water Quality
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133

pH:

7

Total Hardness:

0 Ppm

Nitrate/Nitrites:

0 Ppm

Coliform Bacteria NOT detected (Colorless or Light Yellow
color)
The water is good to consume!
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FOR LIFE
Hygiene Promotion
Although safe water is essential to improve community health and productivity, it alone cannot guard against disease. Safe water
must be coupled with appropriate knowledge of hygiene and sanitation to protect communities from waterborne and hygiene-related
diseases. The staff shared, “Each day, we had a few more women and children. During the first day of the health and hygiene lessons,
people observed a lot and paid close attention to what we were teaching. The rest of the week they came in happy, eager to participate
and learn more about the lessons. We had so much fun.” The team was able to train 150 in safe hygiene and sanitation lessons. These
lessons were taught using the LWI Traditional Method, which is a participatory method to help community members discover ways to
improve their hygiene and sanitation choices and implement community-driven solutions. The lessons taught included: disease
transmission, hand washing-proper techniques and water-saving methods, diarrhea doll-causes of diarrhea, disease transmission
stories, clean hands clean hearts and keeping the water clean. The Living Well Club Bible stories shared were: “Woman at the Well,”
“Fish for Breakfast,” “Parable of the Lost Sheep,” “Parable of the Good Samaritan” and “The Wordless Book.”

Community Member Interview
“We are thankful to God for providing us this wonderful project,” stated 44-year-old pastor, community member, and beneficiary, Arles
Antonio Rivas. “We thank the team for taking their time to work on this pump for our own wellbeing. It has been hard for us to access
clean and safe water. We had to use the river in order to accomplish our daily activities knowing that [the] water was not completely
clean. We are glad to have the pump, and we will take good care of it. We will constantly be praying for you and we encourage the team
to keep helping others. Thank you!”
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IN JESUS’ NAME
Christian Witness
Living Water provides safe water with the goal of also providing the message of the gospel to spiritually thirsty communities. The
community of 12 de Diciembre was no exception. The message of salvation was shared through oral Bible story telling and Scripture
reading to 125 individuals (15 men, 20 women and 90 children). The local church was included through the Empowerment Model.
The Empowerment Model allows Living Water to take a step back and allow the local church to be seen as the “hero” in the water
project while training local believers to make disciples. Through the new “hero” status and training in disciple making, the local
church can be an effective and ongoing witness for Christ. The field staff explained the local church’s involvement:
During the well dedication ceremony, the local church pastor, Mr. Arles Rivas, shared the gospel at the well site. He said
that the well water would be clean and safe to drink, but Jesus can give us "living water" that cleans us from the inside and
sustains us for life. Jesus loves us enough to go search for those who are lost. He wants everyone to come to him. …While
the pastor was preaching, people seemed to be paying close attention, and not only paying attention, but saving these words
in their minds and hearts. They were touched by God’s love and felt the need to follow [God’s] path and change their lives.
It was wonderful to see how thankful these people were for God and how they wanted to receive the love God provides us.
To maintain a strong presence of the gospel and to help disciple the local leaders and believers, the Living Water field staff and
the local church outlined responsibilities for each to carry out:
Living Water Roles:
•
•

LWI should establish training in telling oral Bible stories to teach the local church pastor and church members ways to
spread the gospel.
Discipleship training should also be held in order to help new believers in their spiritual growth.

•

LWI should provide the local church pastor and leaders reading material to give out to those who don’t know Christ yet.

Local Church Roles:
•

The local church pastor and leaders, along with the church members, should attend the training to open doors to reach
people who still do not know Christ. Priority should be opening doors through different types of activities in order to
interact with the rest of the community and be able to preach to them and show them God’s love.

With the ongoing ministry of the local church and the Living Water staff, the people of 12 de Diciembre will be able to know the Lord
and grow in the Lord through regular discipleship.
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PHOTOS

The previous water source left the community vulnerable to malaria and respiratory infections.

A close-up of the plaque that shows the life-saving impact of the Christ-like love of the
Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church.
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A community member fills her bucket full of safe water!

These men are members of the new water committee. They are responsible for maintaing the new
water point and ensure it remains functional.
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Members of Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church prepare the materials for the new well.

The short-term team prepares the well site.
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The drilling commences.

The new Afridev hand pump that will serve 60 families, a primary school and three local Protestant and
Catholic churches.
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“We are thankful to God for providing us this wonderful project,” stated 44-year-old pastor, community
member, and beneficiary, Arles Antonio Rivas.

The Porterfield Memorial team shared hygiene and sanitation lessons and the gospel with the local
community.
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The Porterfield Memorial United Methodist Church short-term team members became the hands and
feet of Christ to the people of 12 de Diciembre, Honduras.
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