
How Did We Get Here? Part 2 
Theological/Social Differences in the UMC 

 
Side-by-side comparisons of the UMC and the Global 
Methodist Church 
 
From the Texas Conference of the UMC and provided by 
abidesga.com, a group out of the South Georgia Conference committed 
to staying in the UMC through 2024. See link below 
Link 
 
From Chris Ritter, a supporter of the Global Methodist Church. His 
comparison is interesting because it projects what a post-separation 
UMC will look like theologically. See link below 
Link 
 
Human Sexuality 
The official UMC stance on human sexuality is that “all people are of 
sacred worth and created in the image of God” and “the practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.” All people, 
including LGBTQ persons, are welcomed and allowed to be members 
in United Methodist churches. However, clergy are only allowed to 
perform weddings between a man and a woman and a practicing 
homosexual is not allowed to serve as a clergy person. There is much 
division in the UMC about this issue and it’s one of several key divisive 
topics. Below is a list and description of ministries and news stories to 
highlight some of the diversity around human sexuality.  
 
At a Special Session of General Conference in 2019, the delegates 
voted in favor of the Traditional Plan. This article shows the conflict 
and the aftermath of the vote. 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/gc2019-daily-feb-26 
 

https://www.txcumc.org/files/navigating+the+waters/fdtf/umc-gmc+comparison+chart.pdf
https://peopleneedjesus.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/two-methodisms-comparison-chart-v.5.pdf
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/gc2019-daily-feb-26


Reconciling Ministries is a ministry consisting of UMC leaders who 
“equips and mobilizes United Methodists of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves.” They are for full inclusive of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities and have a growing list of UMC 
churches.  
Here’s a list of Reconciling Ministries churches and organizations 
https://rmnetwork.org/find-a-reconciling-ministry/ 
 
The Florida Annual Conference of the UMC rejected a slate of 16 
candidates for ordination in their 2022 Annual Conference when it was 
discovered that three of the candidates who passed through the Board 
of Ordained Ministry were “practicing homosexuals.” 
 https://goodnewsmag.org/commentary-florida-conference-board-
caused-the-harm/ 
 
Durham, NC UMC Church hosts Same-Sex Wedding 
“Duke Memorial’s church council voted to allow clergy to perform 
same-sex weddings [in violation of the Book of Discipline.] They also 
agreed to provide financial support to their pastor for a period of one 
year if the pastor was suspended for officiating a same-sex wedding.” 
Link Here 
 
Personal blog post about LGBTQ inclusion from Tom Berlin, UMC 
pastor  
https://revtomberlin.com/talking-about-lgbtq-inclusion-in-the-umc/ 
 
Here’s a list of Sexuality and Gender Studies resources from 
Cokesbury, our official curriculum supplier. Notice the diversity or 
authors and perspectives.  
Link 
 
Abortion 
From our UMC Social Principles: “Our belief in the sanctity of unborn 
human life makes us reluctant to approve abortion. But we are equally 

https://rmnetwork.org/find-a-reconciling-ministry/
https://goodnewsmag.org/commentary-florida-conference-board-caused-the-harm/
https://goodnewsmag.org/commentary-florida-conference-board-caused-the-harm/
https://cardinalpine.com/story/methodists-banned-gay-marriage-but-12-of-their-nc-pastors-defied-the-church-together/
https://www.cokesbury.com/Books-RELIGION-Sexuality---Gender-Studies?fbclid=IwAR1J6r-MFyV8hPnE5oSaNfv0V3chDyl5xUMyoZOPP6MhdIh9WrLJPxFWynE&pagenumber=1


bound to respect the sacredness of the life and well-being of the mother 
and the unborn child” 
 
The UMC stance on abortion is nuanced. See the following responses 
to the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe V Wade: 
 
A Statement from our Council of Bishops Re:Roe V Wade: the 
decision “denies the sacred worth of women.” 
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/roe+v.+wade+cob+res
ponse+062422.pdf 
 
A Roe V Wade statement from our main UMC resource for worship 
planning, discipleship, etc. 
“We grieve and lament today’s decision.”  
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/processing-the-
overturning-of-roe-v-wade 
 
A Roe V Wade statement from the Florida Conference of the UMC 
lamenting the decision. 
https://fb.watch/ecmazMv7j4/ 
 
Wesley Covenant Association Draft of Books and Doctrines 
“We believe that life is a holy gift of God whose beginnings and 
endings are set by God, and that it is the particular duty of believers to 
protect those who are powerless to protect themselves, including the 
unborn. We believe human life begins at conception and abortion ends 
a human life.” 
 
From the Global Methodist Church’s “What We Believe” page: 
“The sacredness of all life compels us to resist the practice of abortion 
except in the cases of tragic conflicts of life against life when the 
wellbeing of the mother and the child are at stake. We do not accept 
abortion as a means of birth control or gender selection, and we call 
upon all Christians as disciples of the Lord of Life to prayerfully 
consider how we can support those women facing unintended 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/roe+v.+wade+cob+response+062422.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/roe+v.+wade+cob+response+062422.pdf
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/processing-the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/processing-the-overturning-of-roe-v-wade
https://fb.watch/ecmazMv7j4/


pregnancies without adequate care, counsel, or resources” (Exodus 
22:23-23, Psalm 139:13-16, James 1:27). 
https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/ 
 
Other Related Articles 
 
#BeUMC is a campaign to encourage churches and members to remain 
in the UMC 
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-
and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-
new?fbclid=IwAR3e1uesaWLkus03UDPC__Utq9a7XQjk7f3un84YU
AwccZzUru5sJZ3bLjA 
 
Retired UMC Clergy and Friends for an Inclusive UMC 
https://www.umarc.org 
 
Dr. James Heidinger is a retired clergy member from the East Ohio 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church and author of 
“The Rise of Theological Liberalism and the Decline of American 
Methodism” 
https://firebrandmag.com/articles/theological-liberalism-and-united-
methodist-decline 
 
Chris Ritter is a blogger, pastor, and supporter of the Global Methodist 
Church 
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/04/13/the-endurance-of-
methodism/ 
 
Abidesga.com is a group in the South GA Conference committed to 
remaining in the UMC through 2024 and providing resources. 
https://www.abidesga.com/blog/thoughtsuntil2024 
https://www.abidesga.com/blog/bigtentconvo 
 
The Global Methodist Church is the new traditional Methodist 
denomination.  
https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/ 

https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new?fbclid=IwAR3e1uesaWLkus03UDPC__Utq9a7XQjk7f3un84YUAwccZzUru5sJZ3bLjA
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new?fbclid=IwAR3e1uesaWLkus03UDPC__Utq9a7XQjk7f3un84YUAwccZzUru5sJZ3bLjA
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new?fbclid=IwAR3e1uesaWLkus03UDPC__Utq9a7XQjk7f3un84YUAwccZzUru5sJZ3bLjA
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new?fbclid=IwAR3e1uesaWLkus03UDPC__Utq9a7XQjk7f3un84YUAwccZzUru5sJZ3bLjA
https://www.umarc.org/
https://firebrandmag.com/articles/theological-liberalism-and-united-methodist-decline
https://firebrandmag.com/articles/theological-liberalism-and-united-methodist-decline
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/04/13/the-endurance-of-methodism/
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/04/13/the-endurance-of-methodism/
https://www.abidesga.com/blog/thoughtsuntil2024
https://www.abidesga.com/blog/bigtentconvo
https://globalmethodist.org/what-we-believe/


 
 
Gladly choosing to be United Methodist 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkSutb7JiB0 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkSutb7JiB0

