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Purpose and Philosophy
The Nursery of Porterfield Memorial United Methodist 
Church PMUMC is a vital ministry that provides childcare 
for the children of church members and visitors. 

We believe children are a gift from God and it is a 
privilege to be entrusted with the care of these little 
blessings. The nursery is many children’s first experience 
in the family of God and we strive to minister to them 
through loving, Christian, quality care. We are not just 
changing diapers, we are asking God to help us change 
these little lives through His ministry.

General Information
• PMUMC nurseries are for children age 6 weeks through

5 years of age (prior to entering kindergarten). Please
do not bring an infant until they have had their first
round of immunizations.

• Once a child enters Kindergarten activities are
provided by our Children’s Ministries. Contact our
Children’s Minister, Caren Dilts at cdilts@pmumc.net
for information regarding our Elementary Ministries.

• The Nursery provides childcare during all regularly
scheduled church events on Sundays and Wednesday
nights. Nurseries are also available for church
members by request to attend church meetings, bible
studies, etc.

How Parents Can Help
The nursery is often a child’s first experience at church. 
We strive to work together with the parent to make this a 
happy and meaningful experience. 

A child will adjust to the nursery more easily if he/she 
attends on a regular basis. 

Please do not go by the nurseries between services unless 
you are going to pick up your child. If there is a problem 
the nursery workers will come notify you.

Opportunities to assist in the nursery classes are available 
on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. Please see 
a Nursery or Children's Director if you are interested in 
substituting as a nursery worker or teaching the 2-5 year 
old Sunday School classes. 

Pray with your children and let them see and hear you 
pray.  They need to know that God is your Father, too and 
that Jesus is your friend. 

Please review with your child the Bible Stories and Parent 
Cues that are sent home from our Orange curriculum 
monthly and/or weekly. 

Please feel free to contact our Nursery 
Director with any questions or concerns:
Kristen Hill
Office: 229.436.6336 ext. 121
nursery@pmumc.netRegular Nursery Hours

Sunday: 8:45AM-12:15PM for Worship Services & 
Sunday School 
Wednesday: 5:00PM - 7:15PM



Curriculum 
• We use the web-based Orange, First Look curriculum

designed for babies through 5-year-olds. Every
element centers on giving preschoolers a first
impression of their loving heavenly Father.

• Everything we teach our preschoolers is based on one
of three simple, but powerful, truths; God made me,
God loves me, and Jesus wants to be my friend forever.

• The entire curriculum is constructed to meet your
preschoolers where they are cognitively, spiritually,
physically, emotionally and socially. Through age
appropriate activities, preschoolers are building their
spiritual foundation so that by the time they graduate to
Kindergarten they know these three basic truths.

Arrival and Departure
• When you arrive please check in at our computer kiosk

stations located at the nursey entrance or entrance to
ministry center.

• If you have a keytag, scan the tag to print out
labels for each child. Keep the parent tag with
you to present to your childs nursery worker
when picking up.

• If you are visiting please fill out one of the sticker
labels and use laminated cards for your child.

• If you would like to receive a key tag, please
fill out the key tag form and give to the Nursery
or Children's Director.

• When you pick up your child please present your label
to the nursery staff. Please remain at the door when
picking up. Please do not enter the classroom.

What to bring?
Please provide the following items to care for your child: 
Diaper bag suggestions:

• Diapers or disposable training pants
• Wipes
• Change of clothing
• Comfort item, pacifier, etc. if needed (no toys please)
• Bottles for infants, cup with lid for toddlers

Label everything that belongs to your child. 

Diapers and wipes are not provided by the church please 
so be sure to bring extras.

Behavior and Discipline
• Logical and natural consequences, as well as time-out

will be used to correct behavior that is considered
unacceptable or dangerous to a child or his/her nursery
mates, including but not limited to hitting, throwing,
biting, screaming or climbing.

• Nursery workers will fill out an incident report that will
be given to the parent at the time of pick up if behavior is
a problem or an accident occurs.

• We ask that parents who wish to discuss the report with
the nursey worker do so in a way that does not interfere
with the worker’s duties.

• The Nursery or Children's Director will be available to
discuss the incident with the parents. Any parent that has
a problem or concern regarding the care given to their
child should discuss the issue with the Nursery or
Children's Director only.

• A child may be asked not to attend the nursery if his/her
behavior cannot be controlled and/or creates an unsafe
environment for the other children.



Feeding/Snack Policy
Parents are responsible for providing milk or juice for 
your child. We provide tap water only. 

Snacks (goldfish, veggie straws and water) are provided 
during the Sunday School hour for children age 1 and 
above. 

Please do not bring meals to the nursery for your child. 
The only exception will be children under one on 
Wednesday nights during supper who are fed baby food 
and cannot feed themselves. If your child is eating finger 
food please let them eat with you and then bring them to 
the nursery. 

Safe Sanctuaries Policy
Porterfield follows the Safe Sanctuaries policy of The 
United Methodist Church aimed at reducing the risk of 
child abuse. Every staff member and volunteer is 
required to complete Safe Sanctuaries training and a 
background check. 

Wellness Policy
For the protection of your child and the other children, do 
not bring a child who appears to be ill. Some examples are 
fever, cold, runny noses, coughs, ear infections, vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash and pink eye. 

Fever – When children have fevers 99 and above, they 
should remain home. Children whose fever has been 
reduced by medication are not fever free. 

Cough – Coughs can spread infections very easily. Coughs 
are considered contagious if moist and/or accompanied 
by fever. In all cases involving coughs, the child’s comfort 
is a factor in whether to come to nursery or remain home. 

Medication – When your child has been on an antibiotic for 
at least 24 hours and fever free for 24 hours, then children 
are considered non-contagious and may attend nursery. 
We do not administer medication at the nursery. 

Your child must be free from fever, diarrhea and vomiting 
for at least 24 hours without medication before attending 
the nursery. 

Children using our nursery are expected to keep an 
immunization record and be up-to-date with all shots. 

We reserve the right not to accept children if they are ill. 
Children may be sent home from nursey at the Director’s 
discretion if they are ill. 




