
August 28, 2022

Navigation Conversations
Q&A on the Direction of Porterfield United Methodist Church



Today’s Session
What we’ll talk about today

• Welcome, and opening prayer

• A review of the purpose of these Conversations

• A brief timeline of events in the UMC since 2016

• Financial Impacts video is now on Porterfield website pmumc.net

• Your questions

• 21 Days of Prayer 



Navigation’s Purpose



1.Educating our members on the issues which 
have led to the coming separation


2.In lieu of possible inaction on the part of the 
General Conference, explore and explain the 
options Porterfield may have, depending on 
God’s will for the purpose and mission of 
Porterfield.



Timeline since 2016



Timeline
2016

May


After the current language in the Book of Discipline is upheld, keeping the ban on 
ordination of self-avowed and practicing homosexuals, along with the prohibition 
of same-sex marriages being performed both by UM ministers and also in United 
Methodist churches , a near-split of the UMC on the floor at the General 
Conference in Portland, OR, the Council of Bishops (COB) is authorized to create 
a commission to study how the church can find unity amid growing divisions over 
human sexuality


July


The Western Jurisdiction elects openly gay Bishop Karen Oliveto



Timeline
2016

October

The COB announces the Commission on a Way Forward to study and 
possibly recommend changes to church law regarding human sexuality, 
as well as church structure, and redefine what it means to be a 
connectional denomination


The Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA), a traditionalist advocacy 
group, holds its first meeting in Chicago.



Timeline
2017

January

The Commission on a Way Forward meets for the first time


April

The COB announce a Special General Conference for February, 2019 in 
St. Louis, MO.  The issues regarding human sexuality will be the only 
items discussed.



Timeline
2018

Spring

The COB posts recommendations for consideration at the 2019 special G.C.:  
The One Church Plan, the Connectional Conference Plan, and after initially being 
left out, the Traditionalist Plan.  The COB will recommend The One Church Plan 
as the best way forward.


July

Final report of the COWF released, includes all three plans for consideration. 
Judicial Council had ruled that the COWF would make the report, not the COB, 
to General Conference.



Timeline
2019

February

Special GC in St. Louis: 2 of 3 pieces of Traditional Plan pass by 54% 
margin, upholding bans and strengthening enforcement and 
accountability on practicing homosexuals’ ordination and same-sex 
marriage.  The third piece, which would allow progressive annual 
conferences and local churches to freely exit the UMC, failed to make it 
to the floor for approval.



Timeline
2019

December

A group of leaders from the differing factions in the UMC, led by Bishop 
Yambasu of Sierra Leone to meet with famed 9/11 family settlement 
negotiator Kenneth Feinberg and agree to release an agreement for 
graceful separation for consideration at the 2020 General Conference.


This is known as “The Protocol”; the Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace



Timeline

2020 



Timeline
2021

March

Traditionalists announce preparations for the new Wesleyan 
denomination, the Global Methodist Church, to launch after the 
Protocol is passed at the September 2022 General Conference.

September

The COB and Connectional Table issue statements describing the 
continuing UMC



Timeline
2021

November


The Porterfield Church Council approves the creation of the Navigation 
Team.



Timeline
2022

March

The Commission on General Conference announces postponement of 
the 2020 GC, scheduled for Sept. 2022, all the way to 2024, citing 
Covid travel restrictions for non-US delegates, lack of vaccinations in 
Africa, and inability for non-US delegates to obtain visas in time. This 
decision was controversial, and it was argued other denominations and 
similarly large and dispersed groups had held conferences virtually, or 
obtained the necessary vaccinations and visas.




Timeline
2022

March, cont’d

In what traditionalists view as obstruction of consideration of the 
Protocol at the next General Conference, along with the expiration date 
of 12/31/2023 for P.2553, which the COB stated was the only way local 
churches may disaffiliate prior to Protocol passage, the Global 
Methodist Church announces it will officially launch on May 1st.



Timeline
2022

April

The Judicial Council rules that annual conferences in the U.S. may not 
vote to disaffiliate as a whole under P.572, which allows Central 
Conference annual conferences (non-US) to do so. Bulgaria Annual 
Conference is the first to vote to disaffiliate.




Timeline
2022

May

The Global Methodist Church officially launches


June

Over one-fourth of the parties involved in the negotiation of the 
Protocol rescind their support. Most of those rescinding were 
representing the progressive or centrist sides. The other represented 
the Philippines Central Conference, which tends to be traditionalist.



Timeline
2022

June

The South Georgia Annual Conference approves 18 churches to 
disaffiliate.  A special annual conference was called to be held in 
August 2022 to consider more churches that wish to disaffiliate. 

The Conference Board of Trustees submitted a report for a resolution, 
which was passed, which hopes to extend the terms of the South 
Georgia AC’s current disaffiliation policy tied to P.2553, which expires 
12/31/2023) using P.2549 through the end of 2024. 



Timeline
2022
July


106 Florida Annual Conference congregations file a lawsuit against the 
conference for what they claim are onerous financial obligations beyond 
the language of P.2553, which annual conferences have leeway to impose.


They are joined in mid-August by 31 churches in the Western North 
Carolina Conference (past president of the COB Bishop Ken Carter is 
currently Bishop over both annual conferences).



Timeline
August 2022 

• The South Georgia Annual Conference holds a special annual conference 
meeting to ratify the disaffilliations of 62 South Georgia congregations.


• Eleven Southwest District UMC churches disaffiliating in August including 
nearby Christ UMC (Albany) and Doerun, joining The Pointe in Leesburg, 
which disaffiliated at the June annual conference along with 17 other 
congregations.


• First UMC, Albany, announces formation of their own discernment team.



Timeline
2022

August, cont’d:

The WCA, in response to the June withdrawal of support of the 
Protocol by several original endorsers, releases a statement 
encouraging local churches in 19 U.S. annual conferences that they feel 
have punitive requirements (or not letting churches consider 
disaffiliation at all) to begin withholding and escrowing apportionment 
payments to those annual conferences, in hopes that leadership will 
allow reasonable disaffiliation terms.  

The South Georgia Annual Conference is not one of these 19 ACs.



Timeline
2022

August, cont’d


On Aug. 23rd, the Judicial Council releases a decision that P.2548.2, 
which deals with AC Trustees transferring only property to another 
denomination, may not be used as a vehicle for disaffiliation, reinforcing 
the COB stance from earlier this year that P.2553 is the only paragraph 
under which a church may choose to disaffiliate.  

(P.2549, which the South GA Trustees intend to use post-12/31/2023 to 
extend the disaffiliation process, was not included in this decision)



Timeline
2022

August, cont’d:

The WCA announces an end to the moratorium until the next General 
Conference against filing charges against clergy and bishops they feel 
are violating the Book of Discipline. The Florida Bishop is one of the first 
to have charges brought against him.

New COB President Thomas Bickerton releases statement asking for a 
halt to the “negative rhetoric” from the WCA and GMC. 

WCA President Jay Therrell releases video in response to Bishop 
Bickerton’s statement.  (Links to both will be provided on website)



Timeline
2022

August…

On Tuesday, August 23rd, the Porterfield Church Council and Navigation Team met with 
District Superintendent Rev. Doreen Smalls.

• Pros/Cons of disaffiliation (found on www.sgaumc.org)

• Discussion of resolution by SGAAC Board of Trustees to extend P.2553 holding up to 

Judicial Council scrutiny

• Discussion of possible risks to churches that wait for 2024 General Conference action

• Question regarding SGA conference leadership reaction to Florida conference actions 

regarding denial of a slate of candidates for ordination

• What happens to members that want to stay in UMC, but their church disaffiliates?

• Detailed process and wording of ballot if a church calls for a church conference to vote on 

disaffiliation





Your Questions



Please pray!
James 1: 5-8 NRSV

“If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and 
ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.


But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, driven and tossed by the wind;


For the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, must not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord.”


“If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and 
ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. 



21 Days of Prayer 
Discerning God’s will for Porterfield

• Begins on Wednesday, Sept. 7th


• Runs through Tuesday, Sept. 27th


• Weekdays:  6:30 AM


• Saturdays:  9:00 AM 


• Sundays:    6:00 PM


• Coffee will be provided 


