
How Did We Get Here? Part 1 
Historical Overview 

 
Relevant history/historical moments  
  
Traditionalist view of the United Methodist Church over the last 50 
years: 
Article Link 
 
So What's Going On? Bishop Bickerton UMC 
Bishop Tom Bickerton is the President of the Council of Bishops of the United 
Methodist Church, and was a member of the Mediation Team that crafted the 
Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation. 
Video Link 
 
2016 General Conference in Tampa Video article on YouTube, 
follows some Traditionalists and San Francisco UMC Bishop Oliveto 
“Gay Marriage and the Battle for the Methodist Church” 
Video Link 
 
The Election of Karen Oliveto as bishop, a clergy person in a same-
sex relationship 
 
The Election of Oliveto was a “movement of the Holy Spirit” 
Article Link 
 
Traditionalist JuicyEcumenism.com discusses Bishop Oliveto in 
multiple articles: 
 
https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/07/16/karen-olivetos-theology-
criticizing-jesus-defending-demon-possession/ 
 
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/01/28/oliveto-comes-swinging-
bad-churches-umc/ 
 

https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/04/06/the-fifty-year-fight-over-scripture-sexuality-in-the-umc-april-1972-april-2022/
https://youtu.be/wEjZXiCfWbg
https://youtu.be/YAg_kgUuOvI
https://um-insight.net/karen-oliveto%E2%80%99s-election-as-bishop-was-a-movement-of-the-hol/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/07/16/karen-olivetos-theology-criticizing-jesus-defending-demon-possession/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/07/16/karen-olivetos-theology-criticizing-jesus-defending-demon-possession/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/01/28/oliveto-comes-swinging-bad-churches-umc/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/01/28/oliveto-comes-swinging-bad-churches-umc/


https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-
warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/ 
 
https://juicyecumenism.com/2018/01/12/liberal-united-methodists-
oliveto-supporters-heres-chance-discredit-ird-um-action/ 
 
Special Session of General Conference 
A special General Conference called to deal with the decades-long 
division over how to be in ministry with LGBTQ people ended with 
support of Traditional Plan to uphold tradition teachings on marriage. 
Article Link 
 
Reconciliation and Grace through Separation Protocol Supported 
by Traditionalists, Centrists, and Progressives 
“The Protocol was a mediated agreement for separation in the United 
Methodist Church that allows those who want to separate and form 
new denominations to do so, and those who remain to reform The 
United Methodist Church.” 
https://www.gracethroughseparation.com 
 
Five Original Centrist/Progressive Supporters of Protocol Withdraw 
Support 
“Given the growing opposition to the Protocol within the 
constituencies we represent, the dwindling support among General 
Conference delegates, and the serious reservations of Central 
Conference leaders, we can no longer in good faith support the 
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through Separation or work 
towards its adoption at the next General Conference.” 
Article Link 
 
WCA article on the recent withdrawal of support for the Protocol by 
some who helped develop it. 
“The last straw that broke the proverbial camel’s back came this past Tuesday 
evening, June 7, 2022, when progressive and centrist signers and endorsers of 
the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation withdrew their 
support for it.” 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2017/09/15/lesbian-bishop-oliveto-warns-not-create-idol-jesus-says-bigotries-prejudices-updated/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2018/01/12/liberal-united-methodists-oliveto-supporters-heres-chance-discredit-ird-um-action/
https://juicyecumenism.com/2018/01/12/liberal-united-methodists-oliveto-supporters-heres-chance-discredit-ird-um-action/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/special-general-conference-tops-the-news-in-2019
https://www.protocolresponse.com/


Article Link 
 
Florida Annual Conference board causes harm; UM News opinion 
article on the June 2022 Fla Annual Conf handling of ordination 
candidates: 
“Due to the likely departure of hundreds if not thousands of congregations 
across the denomination over the next 18 months, The United Methodist 
Church will almost certainly change its position on human sexuality in 2024 
or 2028. The members of the Florida Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
simply could not wait. Instead, the board acted arrogantly and irresponsibly by 
forcing the issue prematurely. In the process, the board harmed not only the 
people they intended to help, but the entire conference and the whole 
denomination.” 
Article Link 
 
106 Florida churches Sue to Exit Denomination 
“We are confident that a Florida jury will remove the conference's hold 
on these churches’ properties, releasing them from this oppression,” 
Gibbs said in a statement. “ 
Article Link 
 
Info and thoughts on General Conference postponed until 
2024 
 
Official Announcement from UMC.com 
Article Link 
 
Juicy Ecumenism asks, “Why Further Delay General Conference?” 
Article Link 
 
Progressive pastor Jeremy Smith Shares his thoughts on the 
Postponement of General Conference 
Article Link 
 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/2022/06/09/the-last-straw/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/florida-conference-board-caused-the-harm?fbclid=IwAR2Wk6qtJbQr6XXTryzTWRFBuT41KKC9DWk58esR-t0WZq6KY3p_J0khgJU
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/florida-churches-sue-to-exit-denomination?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGFsnXI4jv87oRdRxKNwliT4wA0RMl_ryyBuJKuBDxzt838BUii5NHoi4I90ZaSCJHWTC8j0eOMrKTqRRESyPyoVLFROLEAAKLuZQVSsn21LfodFw&fbclid=IwAR0B_DfXTC_VhUj6uanYXiLw604xtDSG-1d9OIXc8EnFimDj4818TQCIqLU
https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/03/14/why-further-delay-umc-general-conference/
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/relief-or-ruin-general-conference-postponed-to-2024/


Rev. Jerry Kulah of Liberia thoughts on the African UMC, 
postponement of General Conference to 2024, and overall African 
values and beliefs 
Article Link 
 
Postponement FAQs for the South Georgia Annual Conference 
Article Link 
 
Rev. Joseph Dipaolo shares from WCA: Why I Resigned from the 
Commission on General Conference 
“It could have been done...Because of this unwise and unnecessary 
decision to postpone, the highest governing body of the UM Church 
will not be able to meet to address the crisis that is fracturing our 
denomination or deliberate on the various plans which were proposed 
to address it.”  
Article Link 
 
Rev. Forbes Matonga, An African Traditionalist pastor, shares his  
View of General Conference Postponement from Firebrand. 
“Many of us believe that the postponement of the General Conference has 
little to do with the officially cited reasons like the COVID-19 pandemic or 
the difficulties of getting visas by some delegates, especially African 
delegates.” 
Article Link 
 
Why are we Dividing? 
 
UMC pastor's plea to the Wesley Covenant Association 
“…But please stop spreading falsehoods against me and other UMC pastors. 
You can’t build a church on the authority of God’s Holy Word and, at the 
same time, repeatedly violate the 9th commandment and countless Scriptural 
admonitions. You are hurting yourselves and your witness. It breaks my heart.” 
Article Link 
 
WCA article on the breakdowns in UMC governance: 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/06/03/jerry-kulah-on-africa-united-methodist-split/
https://www.sgaumc.org/postponementfaqs
https://wesleyancovenant.org/2022/03/07/a-day-older-and-wiser-why-i-resigned-from-the-commission-on-general-conference/
https://firebrandmag.com/articles/waiting-in-africa-the-impact-of-the-postponement-of-general-conference
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/a-heartfelt-plea-to-the-wca-stop-lying-about-the-umc/


“Theological conservatives simply want to be let go to pursue the vision we 
believe God has given us. We want to bless progressives to do the same. It’s not 
too much to ask that traditionalist congregations be allowed to leave with the 
assets we and our ancestors invested in. (And let’s be clear, our ancestors would 
have been overwhelmingly traditionalist.) We’re not asking for anything else.” 
Article Link 
 
Progressive point of view on why the UMC is splitting: 
“The main question at hand was (and still is): 
Whether the UMC should continue as it has in the recent past, with the hope 
that progressive and conservative ideologies can respectfully coexist within the 
larger doctrine of the UMC, or If one ideological branch or the other should 
split from the UMC with the understanding that the two opposing ideologies 
are incompatible and form a new denomination, and if so, how that 
disaffiliation should occur.” 
Article Link 
 
Coming “Schism” in the UMC, or more like a negotiated divorce 
“The bottom line: I think that this divorce language is more fair-minded to 
Methodists on BOTH SIDES, especially those who stepped forward to attempt 
to end the standoff.” 
Article Link 
 
Centrist's point of view about the June 2022 Florida Annual 
Conference handling of candidates for ordination 
“When Bishop Ken Carter came to the place in the service where the 
commissioning would have been, he said to the Board of Ordained Ministry 
and these candidates: 
“I grieve the harm you have experienced. 
I am committed to the support of your callings … 
I would have gladly commissioned each of you, and gladly appointed each of 
you … 
“And in this moment I want to say that the body of Christ is beautiful, even in 
its brokenness.”” 
Article Link 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/2022/07/15/do-as-i-say-not-as-i-do/
https://ashleypeterswriter.medium.com/umc-2022-honest-disagreement-4645b68ae8c7
https://www.getreligion.org/getreligion/2022/4/25/in-terms-of-church-history-should-the-united-methodist-break-up-be-called-a-schism
https://jimharnish.org/2022/06/14/empty-seats-along-the-way/


 
Centrist UMC pastor Adam Hamilton and the historical Methodist 
church being open to using the intellect as well as the heart. 
“As a young adult I heard someone once describe United Methodism as “a 
church for thinking people.” That was exactly the kind of church I was longing 
for when I joined the United Methodist Church in 1983. And it is the kind of 
church, coupling the intellect with the evangelical longing to draw people to 
Christ, that I still love today.” 
Article Link 
 
UMC Judicial Council rules that Annual Conferences in the U.S. 
cannot vote to leave the UMC. 
“The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church is expressing 
gratitude following the declaratory decision from the Judicial Council which 
stated that an annual conference may not vote to separate from the 
denomination.” 
Article Link 
 
Drag Queen now candidate for ordination in the UMC article: 
“In a church preparing to split over LGBTQ issues, the drag queen 
pastor, who embraces queer theology while barely attempting to plaster 
on the basic tenets of Christian theology, has become a lightning rod.” 
Article Link 
 
UMC advocates in the North Alabama Annual Conference give 
reasons to stay 
https://www.stayumc.com/about/ 
 
Moderate/progressive Baptist news site on GMC formation 
“The latest developments in the departure of disaffected traditionalists 
from The United Methodist Church made clear the reality that the 
separation will be a long process — legally longer than GMC backers 
want and emotionally longer than United Methodists desire at this 
point.” 

https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog/what-i-value-about-united-methodism-intellectual-evangelicalism/#.YtRPUhYpDDu
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/annual-conferences-may-not-vote-to-leave-the-umc-16494446?fbclid=IwAR1tnEFidUbJYAQi6jJU1VqHePNc6vACk2vRW3dL0AAilgGL6rRUT-Ws-Ss
https://spectator.org/methodist-church-first-drag-queen-pastor-god-is-nothing/
https://www.stayumc.com/about/


Article Link 
  
Transcript of a traditionalist podcast on the history of 
marriage/sexuality issues in UMC 
Article Link 
   
Chris Ritter: Opinion that another "Hiccup" of the Holy Spirit 
Needed 
“The Global Methodist Church hopes for a further recovery…A new 
denomination may be needed, but it cannot in itself recover Methodism 
among Methodists. That will take another hiccup of the Holy Spirit.” 
Article Link 
  
 
 
 
 

https://baptistnews.com/article/united-methodist-church-split-draws-celebration-lament-and-soul-searching/#.YtXFxi2ZM8b
https://wng.org/podcasts/an-amicable-divorce-1652242100
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/04/13/the-endurance-of-methodism/

