
Dear Russ,

My name is Fran Pappas, and I am Dr. George Chastain's life companion.  I am 
Greek Orthodox, not a Methodist, but I attend Sunday School at Porterfield with 
George.  I do not attend the Sunday service because of differences in the views 
of the Church on same-sex relationships.  However, I do attend, virtually, the 
Anglican service of Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver, BC, every Sunday, 
where my son is Dean of the Diocese of New Westminster  and the Cathedral.

It is my understanding that the Church has been engaged for many years in the 
discussion of structural changes within the Methodist Church, eventually 
wrestling with human and pastoral problems on all levels; especially dealing with 
differing convictions relating to same-sex relationships and the role of scripture.  
It is a divisive and complex area with a wide divergence of popular and informed 
opinion, and I would like to share the following with you. 

Statistics show an increasing percentage of young people understand and accept 
same-sex relationships.  Since that age group, possibly 25-50, are the future of 
the Church, I feel this is an area that needs to be addressed.   

To deepen understanding of same-sex relationships, there needs to be 
1) scientific knowledge; 
2) an understanding of the biblical teaching on homosexuality, human 

relationships, inclusiveness and justice; 
3) knowledge of the experience of homosexuals who are committed Christians; 

and 
4) have an appropriate timeline of specific recommendations, enabling an easy 

transition to whatever decision will eventually be made.

We do not know what will emerge at the end of this process, however, we should  
acknowledge that the deliberations will be a source of concern and anguish for 
all.  My hope is that all will work together respectfully to share all differences and 
become sources of mutual enlightenment and new insights for the future of the 
Church.   

HOMOSEXUALITY AND SCRIPTURE
There has been a notable shift and increase in attitudes and perspectives among 
young people on the issue of homosexuality, the LGBTQ community.  However, 
how many know what it means to be 'gay.'  Gay once meant being happy; then it 
was used to describe homosexuals; and is presently used to mean dumb or 
stupid, 'that's so gay.'



For the purpose of this discussion it is meant to describe homosexuality, either 
male or female, as a romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior, 
and love between members of the same sex.

Scientifically, molecular biologists and psychologists, having documented 
homosexual behavior in more than 450 species, concluded that genes account 
for same-sex behavior.  The latest study in 2019, one that began in 1993, 
concluded that there is no single 'gay' gene, however, there is overwhelming 
evidence of a biological basis for sexual orientation that is programmed into the 
brain before birth based on a mix of genetics and prenatal conditions, none of 
which the fetus chooses.

While sexual orientation is becoming understood, especially among the younger 
generation, the issue of gender identity remains confusing for many.  The best 
way to describe it is that the brain stamp does not match the sex assigned at 
birth.  The brain says the person is one gender, and the body presents it as 
another.  

God, however, made us in His image, and He doesn't make mistakes.  There is 
something of God's image in each person.  All people, Christians and non 
Christians, gay and straight, are made in the image of God, and we are all 
designed to reflect His nature.  

The bible teaches that, as human beings, we are made in the image of God, and 
that fact forms the basis of our inherent value.

How would you respond if your child comes to you and says, 'Mom, Dad, I'm 
gay.'  How will that change your child?  On one hand, it's the same child you gave 
birth to, the same child you've held and loved, and you will continue to love them 
forever and want them to be happy; and on the other hand, you'll be sad because 
you know society warrants condemnation, conversion, discrimination, 
persecution, suicide, being beaten to death. Is that what you would want for your 
child?  

Does a person deserve to be beaten to death because he/she is gay?
Does a fetus deserve to be aborted because it is not wanted? 

Simply said, the following phrase, composed in 2011 and sung by Lady Gaga, 
holds true.  "It's the same DNA, and I was born this way.  I'm beautiful in my way 
because God makes no mistake.   It's the same DNA, and I was born this way. "



Scripture in the Old Testament relates to situations of fire and brimstone, 
treating women as cattle, temple prostitution, idolatry, pedophiles, gang-rape, 
violence, slavery, etc. Please don't ask me to believe this is my God. 

Specific passages in Ezekial 16:50, Peter 2:7, Jude 7 have been misinterpreted.  
'Abomination' is used 117 times; 111 of those uses have no connection to same-
sex behavior.  Out of more than 20 references to Sodom and Gomorrah, none 
mention same-sex behavior as even part of the reason for Sodom's destruction.

In fact, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah was not because of sex, but of a  
lack of hospitality.  The towns people threatened the travelers, including rape.  It 
wasn't a gay sex but the threat of rape and lack of hospitality that was the 'sin.'  

When or why did Christians begin to interpret differently?  All scripture is inspired 
by God, but not all receive the same understanding from it.  Jesus' silence 
captures the possibility that Moses and Paul did not accurately capture God's 
will.      

The New Testament took a bold step acknowledging that much of the Old 
Testament did not reflect God's will for His people, but reflected a particular time, 
but not for all time.  Some scriptures in fact are no longer binding as was the 
decision of the earliest Apostles.  In fact, does not God call us to ask questions of 
our bible?

Following Christ did not make us Methodists, Catholics, Anglicans, etc; we 
became Christians, and as Christians we follow the teachings of Christ in how we 
live our lives…understanding that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness.  When we enter the kingdom of heaven we are 
not asked our religion, race, sexual orientation; we are all welcomed as God's 
children.  Let us try to concentrate on the scripture reflecting the timeless will of 
God for all human beings, all his children…love your neighbor as yourself. 

The Gospel of Jesus teaches Christians to guard against all forms of 
human injustice and to affirm that all persons are brothers and sisters for 
whom Christ died.

Experiences of Homosexual Christians
In Decatur, GA, where I have resided I have seen compatibility, respect, and love 
from all the children, whether of homosexual parents of both genders, or 
heterosexuals.  They were not taught to hate, nor were they taught to fear.  
When, how, why did homophobia rear its ugly head?



The Book of Discipline was last updated around the early 70s, ironically around 
the same time society wrongly accused homosexuals for the spread of AIDS.  
Around the same time, approximately 50 years ago, gays came out of the closet; 
many after living bi-sexual lives, marrying, and having children in order to be 
accepted by society. They provided a loving relationship for their children and 
were exemplary parents.  

It is not that way in all areas.  Present conditions include living in fear of gay 
bashing, beatings and feelings of suicide, especially among gay children. They 
feel separated from society, and from their church.  Two of my closest friends 
were beaten to death, one in Virginia, one in Florida.  Why?  Homophobia ran 
high.  What were the attackers afraid of?  What right did they have to take lives?  
Who is the one that committed a sin against God?   

As Christians let us acknowledge that as children of God, homosexual persons 
have a full and equal claim with all other persons, including ordination, baptism, 
marriage, communion, all sacraments, compassion, concern, and pastoral care 
in the church.

We must come together to value both the respect that allows us to develop what 
is necessary without contradiction and with the love that questions clearly.

Is it not time to include the LGBTQ community in the church? 

Process and Timeline
I can't help but feel the survey previously sent was not only skewed in the way 
some questions were formed, but the seniors were the targeted audience, and 
the response from the young adults was limited.

Whether or not the Church disengages, it will be necessary for the young adults 
to be responsible in structuring the new direction, as many seniors will no longer 
be living.  Does anyone know how they feel or think?  Is not this the time to 
provide a safe environment within the church to enable them to openly express 
their opinions?  There are so many unanswered questions.  It's a bewildering 
state of confusion…not only for me, but for many. 

I thank you for the opportunity to express my views.

With gratitude and appreciation,
Fran
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