
Student Ministry Values // Outward
Review & Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ 3 Directions

◆ The last couple of weeks we’ve spent time digging deeper into the values that
guide our student ministry.

◆ We’ve done this by exploring different directions that represent relationships in
the Christian life: upward (our relationship with God), inward (our relationship
with each other), and outward (our relationship with the world)

◆ Tonight we’re going to spend some time discussion that third direction: outward
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Matthew 5:13-16

◆ Let’s take some time to make observations of the passage and interpret what
we find together.

◆ Remember that there are no stupid observations. Ask questions like…
● What does this say about God?
● What does it say about me/God’s people?
● What does it say about the world?
● Are there repeated words or phrases or ideas?
● What doesn’t make sense?
● Are any logical connections made?

◆ Some points to make
● “Salt of the earth”

○ What could this mean? How are Jesus’ followers “salt”?
○ What does it mean for Christians to lose their saltiness?

● “Light of the world”
○ What does this mean? How are Christians lights?
○ Why are we tempted to hide our lights?

● Several absurdities are highlighted
○ Salt that isn’t salty
○ A city on a hill that can’t be seen
○ A lamp that is lit and then covered up
○ What is the parallel for Christians? What is the absurdity that

Christ wants his people to avoid?
● Is this passage teaching works-based righteousness or favor?

○ Nope; this is Jesus talking to/about his people, who already have
salvation and God’s favor

○ But a distinguishing feature of God’s people is the way they
reflect his character and care to the rest of the world (emphasized
in this passage by “good works”)



○ Good works, then, don’t earn God’s people anything… but they do
reveal God to the world

● Where does evangelism fit into this? Isn’t it enough to just “preach the
gospel with our actions”?

○ This passage reveals that there is truth to the idea that the way
we act can point people to God

○ However, when we consider the context of the whole Bible,
especially the other things Jesus told his followers (i.e. Matthew
28:18-20), it is clear that we are meant to specifically
communicate the Gospel by telling others who Jesus is and what
he has done

○ If this is going to be true of us, what ways will we need to
grow?

➔ Break into small groups
◆ Go around and talk about what your own lives would look like if this outward

direction was strong and growing.
◆ Then take some time to talk about what our student ministry might look like if

this was the case.
● We would know the Gospel
● We would share the Gospel with others
● We would be an inviting and welcoming place for newcomers and

outsiders
● The world would be able to look at us and see Christ

➔ Close in prayer
◆ Go around and share one thing related to this topic that you would like prayer

for.


