
Student Ministry Values // Inward
Review & Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ 3 Directions

◆ We’re continuing our series on the foundational values of our student ministry;
these are the things that impact and influence everything that we do as a group

◆ Last week we talked about the upward direction: our relationship with God
● Who remembers some of the things we discussed?

◆ This week we’re going to look at another direction: inward, which is about our
relationship with the church.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Ephesians 2:19-21

◆ Let’s take some time to make observations of the passage and interpret what
we find together.

◆ Remember that there are no stupid observations. Ask questions like…
● What does this say about God?
● What does it say about me/God’s people?
● What does it say about the world?
● Are there repeated words or phrases or ideas?
● What doesn’t make sense?
● Are any logical connections made?

◆ Some points to make
● Strangers and aliens → citizens and members of God’s household

○ Aliens (legal term) → citizens (legal term)
○ Strangers (relational term) → family members (relational term)

● What roles does Jesus play?
○ He acts as the foundation or starting point (“the cornerstone”)
○ He joins believers together (“being joined together”)
○ He causes the growth of his people, the body (“grows into a holy

temple in the Lord”)
● What does it mean to be part of God’s household? What does it mean

for this household to...
○ Be built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets? (the

history of God’s people is our history; the importance of both OT
and NT; we continue in the same mission as God’s people in the
Bible)

○ Have Jesus himself as the cornerstone? (Christian community
requires Christ at the center; the upward direction must come
first; Jesus himself dictates what the Church is and should do)

○ To be joined together by Jesus? (unity of believers in the midst of
their diversity; agreement on Gospel principles)



○ To grow into a holy temple in the Lord? (to be more and more
perfectly be reflecting the Person of Christ; to encourage one
another up in love and good works; to pursue holiness as a
church)

● What does it mean that we are no longer strangers to each other?
➔ Break into small groups

◆ Go around and talk about what your own lives would look like if this inward
direction was strong and growing.

◆ Then take some time to talk about what our student ministry might look like if
this was the case.

➔ Close in prayer
◆ Go around and share one thing related to this topic that you would like prayer

for.


