
Student Ministry Values // Upward
Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Series Intro: Student Ministry Values

◆ As a student ministry, we have guiding values rooted in God’s word and what he
wants for our lives. It’s an important thing to explore these values together as
we seek to build up our youth group.

◆ Our values are summarized in three primary relational directions that should
guide our lives as Christians

● Upward = our relationship with God
● Inward = our relationship with the church (or the youth group)
● Outward = our relationship with the world

◆ These are foundational aspects of our Christian lives and, as such, are
foundational to this youth group. We want to build our youth group upon these
values so that they guide everything that we do.

◆ Today we’re going to focus on that first direction: upward.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Hook: My old laptop

◆ Classified officially as “vintage” by Apple (they no longer make parts for it)
◆ Needs to be plugged in a lot more than it used to
◆ There are lots of things I can plug into my laptop (USB, SD card, HDMI, etc.) that

can help it do a lot of things. But these plug-ins ultimately don’t help my laptop
in the end.

◆ It needs to be plugged into the power source. I can plug as many things into the
laptop as I want, but if it isn’t plugged into the power cord, it will eventually
(and pretty quickly) die.

◆ When we talk about this Upward direction, we’re talking about the most
important thing in our Christian lives. We can talk all we want to about what it
means to be a believer and we can do all kinds of “Christian things,” but if we
don’t have a relationship with God, or if we aren’t cultivating the one we have,
then we’re like a laptop that is slowly losing power, even as we plug in a bunch
of other things to try and help solve the problem.

➔ This is because we were created to be in a relationship with God. God designed it so
that we would know him personally and become more and more like his son Jesus.
◆ For those of you here who don’t have a relationship with God, either because

you’re not sure if it’s worth it or because you’ve just never really given it much
thought… I promise, there is nothing more important than this! This relationship
with God, this upward direction, is absolutely essential!

◆ And “upward” might even be a bit misleading… “downward” might be more
accurate, because it is God who reaches down to us! Our sin separates us from



God, and requires a punishment. But God sent Jesus down to us, to rescue us
from our sin and its punishment, and restore our relationship with God.

➔ Because of this good news, this upward relationship shouldn’t just be a catalogue of
information about God… it should stir up our hearts in response!

➔ This is where our passage for this week comes in: Psalm 34:1-3
◆ It should sound familiar to you all… it was our previous memory passage!
◆ Let’s take some time to make observations and interpret the passage together.

● Remember, there are no stupid observations… anything you notice can be
helpful for the group

● Ask questions like…
○ What does this passage say about God? About His people?

About the world?
○ Are there repeated ideas or phrases or words?
○ What stands out to me?
○ What doesn’t make sense?
○ How would I put some of these things in my own words?

➔ Now let’s ask the question… what does this look like? If our relationship with God was
really healthy, what would be true of each of us? Of the student ministry?
◆ Break into guys and girls groups and talk about this question with each other
◆ At the end, go around and share one thing connected to this passage you would

like others to be praying for (e.g. growing in praising God each day, stronger love
for him, motivation to draw in others to worship God together, etc.)

➔ Close in prayer


