
Dear Christ Community Church Family, 
 
As you well know, these have been very challenging times for individuals and communities throughout 
the world.  Christians and churches, of course, have not been exempted.  In fact, because of the 
necessary restrictions on gatherings, many churches and members have felt the pain of the pandemic in 
especially trying ways.  Yet, God has been faithful.  Jesus has cared for His hurting people.  He is still 
building His church.  And He is a master at taking obstacles to His work and turning them into 
opportunities to put on display His power and grace.  That is why we believe this is not a time for 
retreat.  This is a time to see Christ’s Kingdom of truth and grace advance in our own lives, in this church, 
and in our community.  It is this conviction that has led the session and staff to seek God for how He 
would advance His work, and to submit to you the following strategic ministry developments. 
 
Early Sunday Service 
Perhaps the biggest strategic development we believe God has led us to is the addition of an early 
worship service, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., beginning November 15.  There are several features of this 
service that we believe will allow us to better care for the most vulnerable of our members—as well as 
provide space to reach out to people who are not currently connected with a Gospel church.  To help 
address COVID-19 concerns for the most vulnerable, the early service will be shorter, have a strict mask-
required policy, and conduct temperature checks for those who attend (along with the spacing and 
cleaning measures that are already in place for our current service).  Further, this service will aim for 
simple excellence in worship through the use of traditional liturgy, hymns and instrumentation to 
complement our more contemporary 10:30 service.  Our desire is to better minister to many in our 
congregation—as well as be able to reach more in our community who long for such a service.  With the 
Apostle Paul we passionately desire to “become all things to all people, that by all means [we] might 
save some …, that [we] may share with them in [the Gospel’s] blessings” (1 Cor. 9:22-23).   
 
November 15, two weeks before Advent, we believe is a strategic time to add this service.  Our hope is 
that all who have felt comfortable going to the grocery store, eating at a restaurant, or going in to the 
office will feel confident to gather in worship.  This is what we all desperately need.  There is no 
substitute for gathering with God’s people in Spirit-filled worship to enjoy fellowship with our Redeemer 
and His blood-bought people.   
 
Equip Class Pause 
As we add a Sunday morning service, we believe it is important for us to temporarily pause our Equip 
Classes.  Our hope is to simplify our Sunday morning routines as ministry leaders and congregation to 
free up all of us to enter into worship and experience the joy and refreshment God has for us.  In fact, 
with the addition of a new service and the pause on equip, we are praying God will enable more people 
to serve our covenant children—while still being able to participate in a service.   
 
Offering at the End of Sunday Services 
Perhaps you have noticed another strategic adjustment we have made to ministry in our Sunday 
worship services.  We have moved our collection of tithes and offerings toward the end of the service.  
We have done so for two reasons: (1) Logistically, since we are not able to pass the offering plate in the 
service, we think it makes more sense to place the offering at the end of the service, closer to the time 
when many of us give our tithes and offerings (whether in the offering box at the Welcome Table, via 
mail with a check, or Online). (2) Even more importantly, though, we have placed it after the preaching 
of the Gospel, as a crucial reminder that our giving is always meant to be a response to God’s lavish 



grace—and never a means of obtaining His favor.  Jesus gave everything that we may share in the riches 
of His grace.  We give generously that others, too, might share in Christ’s riches.   
 
Commons Area Furnishings and Playroom Remodel 
If you have been in the Commons area on the south side of our church facility recently, you will have no 
doubt noticed the area has been spruced up significantly with new furniture.  As it is getting colder 
outside, we are excited to provide a warm and welcoming space for people to gather for food, 
fellowship, and study where there is sufficient space for necessary precautions to be made for safety.  
This just may provide the perfect spot for your AIM group, Bible Study, or your Engage Group to meet.  
Or perhaps it would be an ideal spot to have a quite talk over a cup of coffee with your neighbor? 
 
But that’s not all.  We have already begun the remodeling of our indoor playroom.  We hope to have it 
completed by November 15th.  The Playroom will be furnished with large indoor play equipment that is 
designed to provide a fun and safe experience for children age 10 and younger.  A large window will be 
installed between the Commons and the Playroom to allow parents to enjoy fellowship in the Commons 
area while keeping an eye on their little ones in the Playroom.  Protocols for use, supervision, and 
cleaning have been established for the safety and enjoyment of the Playroom.  We are excited about the 
tremendous blessing this will be to the children and families of Christ Community—as well as the 
incredible opportunities there will be for outreach to families in our community. 
 
Engaging the Challenges with Faith and Expectation 
As we continue to face the challenges of our world, we do so with a spirit of faith and expectancy.  Jesus 
is on the move.  He has assured us that the gates of hell will not prevail against His church.  We believe 
God is leading us to strategic ministry developments for the advancement of Christ’s work in this time.  
As a church, let’s engage the challenges that we face with wisdom, faith, creativity, and unwavering 
confidence in Jesus.  Let’s trust Him to turn our obstacles into opportunities to display His power and 
grace in our lives, in our church, and in our community.      
 
 
Looking to Jesus 
 
Pastor Josiah 
 


