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the PARADOX of the GOSPEL
Mystery and paradox are natural realities of the Christian faith. Distinct from contradictions, they invite

believers to trust in God, whose ways are higher than our own. Some paradoxes are better understood with
more study, and others will remain a mystery this side of Heaven. One way of  understanding these paradoxes

is placing them within the context of the Big Story of the Bible, which is made up of four movements.

God creates all things, and they are good.
Our Creator God is both transcendent (infinite) & immanent (personal). He is
also a Trinity: one God in three Persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

Humanity was created with special dignity as God's image bearers. This means,
in part, that we are to reflect his character and care to the rest of creation.

Isaiah 55:8-9    Psalm 90:2    Genesis 1:27. .

All sadness and pain and evil are the result of this rebellion. Sin both demands
a just punishment and separates humans from God.

The first man, Adam, was a representative of all humanity. Because of this, the
guilt of his sin is passed to all of us.

Genesis 3:1-13    Romans 5:12    Romans 3:23

Humanity rebels, sin & brokenness enter the world.

. .

Jesus becomes human and rescues us from our sin.
Jesus is both 100% human (allowing him to be our new representative) and
100% God (allowing him to achieve our salvation).

Jesus' work on the cross demonstrates both God's just wrath against sin and his
amazing love for his people.

John 1:1-4, 14    Romans 5:15-17    Romans 5:8-9. .

Jesus will return and make all things new.
Jesus will restore all things, making a new heavens and earth that will
somehow be even better than Eden. God will once again dwell with his people.

We live in the already/not yet, a time in between Jesus' first and second
coming. When we experience suffering (because the world is still broken), we
can do so with hope, looking forward to when all things will be made new.

Revelation 21:1-5    Romans 8:22-23    1 Thessalonians 4:13. .
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