
Jesus: King of Kings
LESSON 2 — JESUS IS OUR RIGHTEOUS KING

Central Truths
Because Jesus is our righteous king, we can rest in His work.

As we rest in Jesus’ work, we can grow in reflecting His image.

Introduction
➔ Memory Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:20-21
➔ Series Recap

◆ We’re taking several weeks to talk about Jesus as our King of Kings
◆ Last time we explored what that phrase “King of Kings” means, both for Jesus

and for us as His people.
● As the King of kings, Jesus rules over everything. In the end, people of all

tribes, tongues, and nations will bend their knees and declare him Lord.
● As His people, we owe him our allegiance.

◆ The Bible talks about this idea in an interesting way. We used the analogy of a
tree to explore it.

● Trees have roots, trunks, and fruit. Our allegiance is designed to be
rooted in our love for God.

● But this allegiance, rooted in love, is designed to bear fruit: worship.
● And this worship isn’t just what we do on Sunday mornings, but in fact

our entire selves—our whole lives (like in Mark 12)
◆ Last week we took a deeper look at Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which is what Jesus is

referencing in Mark 12. We learned a bit more about what it means to love God
with our heart, soul, and strength.

◆ Today we’re going to learn more about Jesus as our Righteous King.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Group Chat: When was a time you didn’t feel good enough?

◆ Students share at their tables, then volunteers share with the whole group
◆ We’ll come back to this idea in a bit

➔ Here’s our central truth for today: Because Jesus is our Righteous King, we can rest in
His work and reflect His image.

➔ We’ve talked about this before, but what do we mean when we talk about Jesus’
righteousness?



◆ His moral perfection: living a sinless life. Any time there was an opportunity to
sin, he resisted temptation and did the right thing.

● This doesn’t mean he was amazing at everything he did (like carpentry or
learning history or making friends)

● But it does mean that he perfectly resisted temptation and always
obeyed God

◆ When it comes to Jesus as our King, this has an interesting history.
● Remember: Jesus was from the line of David. The human king of God’s

people in the Old Testament was supposed to be an example to them,
demonstrating living out what it meant to faithfully love and obey God.

● But all of the kings failed. Saul wasn’t a man after God’s heart. David
raped and murdered. Solomon worshiped other gods. And the line of
kings that followed them continued to get worse.

● But Jesus was the one who finally filled the role perfectly: using his life
to demonstrate to all the true character and perfection of God.

➔ And because Jesus is our king, we are called to live lives of righteousness.
◆ What’s the problem with this? We can’t! We’re going to mess up.
◆ We don’t like feeling that we’re not good enough. Think about the different

stories you shared earlier. But we also know that this is the truth. Sometimes we
feel like we’re doing okay when it comes to obeying God, but if we’re honest
with ourselves, we keep messing up. We keep sinning.

➔ That’s the bad news. But there is good news too! Let’s read Romans 3:21-26 together.
◆ Let’s take some time to study this passage together. Here are some things to

look out for.
● Repeated words, ideas, or phrases
● Logical train of thought (therefore, so, for, etc.)
● What does this say about God? About us? About the world?
● What doesn’t make sense? What questions do I have?

◆ Take a couple minutes to notice two or three things on your own, and then we’ll
share at your tables. Then we’ll talk as a big group.

◆ A few student observations & questions
● Lots of repetition of “righteousness,” “God” and “Jesus,” and “faith”

○ Each instance of “righteousness” was talking about God’s
righteousness

○ We have access to this righteousness through faith in Jesus, who
earned this righteousness on our behalf

● Why is “law” not capitalized first, but then capitalized later in verse 21?



○ The first “law” is a general reference to the commands and
requirements God has for his people in the Old Testament

○ The second “Law” is part of a phrase (“Law and Prophets”) that
references the OT as a whole

○ Jesus fulfills the requirements of the law, and as God he also has
righteousness that is part of his very being (and just is without
him earning it)

● What does “propitiation” mean?
○ Propitiation refers to Jesus taking our place as the one upon

whom God’s wrath towards sin was poured out
○ Those of us who trust in Jesus will never experience God’s wrath

(different from his discipline) because it was all poured out on
Jesus

● Justification vs. sanctification
○ Justification: one-time declaration of being righteous in God’s

eyes, obtained through faith in Jesus
○ Sanctification: ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the

Christian to make us more like Jesus
○ It’s important we don’t get these two mixed up!

➔ Remember our main point: that we can rest in what Jesus has already done. When we
trust in Jesus, we are given his righteousness as a gift. This means we don’t have to
work hard to earn God’s approval. We would be working for something that we already
have!
◆ This means we have freedom in the Gospel. We are free to mess up, even as we

seek to be holy, because where we fail, Jesus was perfect
◆ When God looks at us, he sees Jesus’ righteousness, and nothing can change

this for us.
➔ In light of the freedom, the relief, the joy that comes with resting in Jesus’

righteousness, we can respond by reflecting his image to the world.
◆ The love he shows, the truth he proclaims, the service he embodies… we should

seek to demonstrate these things with our lives, in response to the beauty of the
Gospel.

◆ Let’s finish out our time by talking about these two things. Find a partner, and
talk through these two questions. Then pray for each other in these areas.

● What’s one way you can rest in Jesus’ work?
● What’s one way you can reflect Jesus’ image?

➔ Pray to close


