
Hebrews 13 // Final Words
Announcements
➔ Next Gen Sunday next week!

◆ Does everyone know what they’re doing? Who has questions? There will be
donuts and juice for those who are helping at both services (and anyone else)

◆ Remember that we will be welcoming in the 6th graders that evening at youth
group, so let’s all be there!

➔ Photo Scavenger Hunt on June 10!
➔ Study Night this Tuesday, May 17 from 7-9pm!
➔ Biggest Story Adventure Club!

◆ We’ve talked about the outward direction: our relationship with the world. We
want to be sharing God’s love with others and serving as a way to reflect his
character to the world.

◆ Well, the Adventure Club is a fantastic opportunity to do this! Younger kids will
be participating on Monday nights, and we will be helping it all come together.
We’ll be talking to you guys about what this can look like, but there are a lot of
ways to help.

Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 16)
➔ Hebrews review

◆ We’ve made it to the end of Hebrews! We’ve been learning a lot about how
Jesus is better than anything else we might try to put in his place, and better
than anything that came before him.

◆ What are some of the ways Jesus is better?
◆ What are some of the warnings we’ve been given in Hebrews?
◆ Last week we learned about the way that Jesus gives us the reasons and the

strength to endure, whether it’s through hardship or discipline.
◆ Today we’re going to look at the author’s final words to his readers. It might feel

pretty random at first, but we’ll find connections as we dig a bit deeper.
◆ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Opening question: If you had the chance to write one letter to some people you

cared about (friends, family, teammates), knowing they would be your final words to
them, what would you say? What would you want them to know?
◆ The author of Hebrews is wrapping up his letter (which he calls brief!) to the

Hebrews, and he wants to wrap up by reminding them what it means to be part
of this kingdom that won’t be shaken.

◆ At the end of chapter 12, the author told his readers that they belonged to a
kingdom that would not be shaken, and this is one of the reasons they can
endure hardship that comes their way.

◆ So what does it look like to be part of this kingdom?
➔ First, kingdom people reflect kingdom character (vv. 1-6)



◆ We’ve talked about this before, how part of being made in the image of God
means reflecting his character and care to the rest of the world.

◆ For the author of Hebrews, this character involves both external and internal
practices.

● What are some of the outward and visible practices he encourages?
Brotherly love, hospitality, remembering those in prison and those who
are mistreated.

● What are some of the inward and invisible practices? Sexual purity
(honoring marriage), not loving money, contentment

◆ Almost every single one of these things he encourages his readers to do comes
with a specific reason. What are some of the reasons?

➔ Group Discussion
◆ What are some specific ways you can apply these things to your own life (as

a student, as a church member, as a member of your family, etc.)?
◆ Which one do you think would be easiest for you? Which one would be the

hardest? Why?
➔ Second, kingdom leaders reflect the King (vv. 7, 17-19)

◆ The author charges his readers with remembering their leaders. And based on v.
7, he’s specifically talking about the ones who preach and teach the Word of
God to them.

◆ What does he say they should do? Imitate these leaders.
◆ Now this is important, because later on he’ll talk about false teaching in the

church as well. His readers aren’t supposed to follow their leaders just because
they’re leaders. It isn’t their position that makes them worth imitating.

● When they imitate their leaders, who are they imitating? They imitate
Jesus.

● We see this encouragement elsewhere in the New Testament. Can
someone look up and read 1 Cor. 11:1?

◆ This is why in vv. 17-19 the author then charges his readers with obeying and
submitting to the leaders. Because, if they are leading well, they are leading like
Jesus.

● This is also why we should pray for our spiritual leaders, because they
need lots of prayer as they lead us!

● This isn’t to say we should follow blindly. But we need to be familiar
with Jesus and his Word if we are to know what it looks like for a leader
to imitate him.

➔ Finally, the King of the kingdom deserves our worship (vv. 8-16)
◆ In verse 8, the author reminds his readers that Jesus doesn’t change. This, if you

remember, is a reason that he is our anchor in the storm, one of the reasons we
can rely on him and one of the reasons he is better than anything else.

◆ The author highlights a false teaching that’s been apparently going around in
the Hebrew church. It had to do with the idea that eating certain foods or
avoiding certain foods made you more acceptable to God.



● What have we learned from our time in Hebrews that contradicts
this?

○ Jesus is over a different, better covenant.
○ Jesus is the only sacrifice we need to be made right with God.

● In verses 8-16, the author once again highlights Jesus as the perfect
sacrifice, who suffered and endured shame on our behalf so that we
could be reconciled to God.

◆ Can someone read vv. 15-16?
● Why are we called to offer up a sacrifice? Wasn’t Jesus the only

sacrifice we need?
● This sacrifice isn’t about earning God’s approval, but about responding to

what Jesus has accomplished for us!
● The author uses the language of “sacrifice” to emphasize the reality that

following Jesus will require us to give up some things (an example of the
hardship we talked about a few weeks ago).

◆ We are called to worship Jesus in the way he tells us to. Because he is the King
of the kingdom, he has the right to tell us what this means.

● But remember, this is always in response to who Jesus is.
● Let’s talk more about this in our small groups.

➔ Group Discussion
◆ What are the sacrifices we are called to bring to God, according to verses 15

and 16? What might it look like to practice these things in our lives?
◆ Do you think about Jesus as your King? How should this impact our lives?


