
Hebrews 11:1-12:3 // By Faith
Announcements
➔ Next Gen Sunday on May 22

◆ Is anyone already helping out on that Sunday? Maybe with worship or in the
nursery?

◆ If not, here are some categories in which you might be able to help: setting out
bulletins on the seats, the A/V booth (if you’ve received some training), a
Scripture reader that morning, etc.

➔ Photo Scavenger Hunt, date TBD
➔ Study Nights at the church during finals week: snacks & study time

Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 16)
➔ Hebrews review

◆ Hebrews is all about how Jesus is better. Last time we finished up the argument
our author makes about why Jesus is a better priest. He is a better
representative, comes from a better priesthood, is over a better covenant, and
offers himself as a better sacrifice.

◆ The last two verses of chapter 10 are here…
◆ Today, then, we will be looking at the “faith chapter” of the Bible, and talking

about what it means to be a person of faith.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ We aren’t going to read the whole chapter, but let’s start off with the first 5 verses so

that we can get a taste of what this chapter has for us. Can someone read vv. 1-5?
➔ Now let me skip down to the closing verses of this chapter, vv. 32-34.

◆ This whole chapter is a kind of catalog of the great heroes of the faith. Each
one’s story reflects a piece of that definition we read at the beginning of chapter
11.

◆ So we’re going to take some time as small groups to explore the stories of some
of the people listed in this chapter. Each of you should have some papers with
two people or stories that are referenced in Hebrews 11, as well as where you
can find those stories in the Bible.

◆ Take some time as a group to walk through the discussion questions, and once
we’ve had some time, we’ll have each group share with the rest of us what they
learned.

● We’ll ask you to summarize the story from the Bible.
● How does this person or story reflect the definition of faith given in

Hebrews 11:1-2?
● What circumstances could have made it difficult for this person to

demonstrate faith?



● At the end we’ll open it up to everyone to talk about how we can apply
what we learn from this story to our own lives. Talk about this with your
group ahead of time so you have something to share.

◆ Get through at least one story, but if you have the time you can get through both
of them.

➔ And… go!
➔ The author concludes his thought with Hebrews 12:1-3

◆ The stories of the faith of God’s people are meant to stir us up to have faith as
well!

● The people listed in Hebrews 11 were not perfect; in fact, many of them
made lots of mistakes! So why are they in here?

● The focus is less on them and more on the object of their faith: God, who
does not fail.

● They looked ahead to the fulfilling of promises that they would not be
able to see, but we live on this side of Jesus’ incarnation and resurrection.

◆ This faith looks like “running the race set before us with endurance.”
● Why does the author use the metaphor of a race? Are there any ways

the race metaphor doesn’t apply to our faith?
○ Faith takes endurance because of persecution and worldly

distractions (+ it’s used elsewhere in the NT)
○ Unlike a race, we don’t “earn” our prize, because Jesus has earned

it on our behalf.
◆ Why look to this Jesus?

● He is the founder and perfecter of our faith!
○ Founder = the foundation and initiator of our faith (other

translations use the word “author”)
○ Perfector = because we are in Christ and have his Holy Spirit, our

faith grows stronger, even as we make mistakes
● He endured far more than we will ever have to, for our sake.
● And he was victorious! Because we are in him, we also have victory.


