
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 1:1-3
Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Series Intro

◆ For the rest of this year and into next year, we will be studying the book of
Hebrews together

◆ Watch the first 3 minutes of the Bible Project Hebrews video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fNWTZZwgbs

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Quick summary of video content

◆ Author and audience aren’t known for sure
● The author knew the apostles, because the letter is rooted in their

teachings
● The letter was probably written to Jewish Christians because the author

expects his readers to understand Old Testament imagery and practices
● If you were confused at that list of OT stuff from the video, don’t worry…

we’ll take the time to talk through them when we get to those parts
◆ Main ideas: (1) encourage Christians to remain faithful even when experiencing

persecution, because (2) Jesus is better than anything or anyone
◆ Was there anything else from the video that stood out to anyone?

➔ Hebrews 1:1-4
◆ Let’s read this together. Can I get a volunteer?

● Leave your Bibles open, because we’ll be looking back at the passage as
we study it

● We’ve included v. 4 because it’s part of the sentence in English, but we’ll
be focusing on vv. 1-3

◆ The focus of these verses is clearly Jesus, and we will talk through the things
we learn about him from this passage in a moment. For now, though, let’s take a
look at one phrase: “God spoke”

● Why do you think God speaks?
○ He wants us to know him!
○ Maybe some of you feel like God is too far away to be known, or

too far away to care about you
○ God’s word shows that he actually does want to know us! He

didn’t have to reveal himself to us by speaking, but he has.
● When you read “God spoke” I want you to hear “God revealed himself”,

because this is the ultimate purpose of him speaking
○ Sometimes he reveals his character, his commands, or his design

for us as his people
○ We are dependent on God to reveal himself to us; we can’t learn

things about him unless he takes that first step

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fNWTZZwgbs


● What does this reveal about God?
○ He wants us to know him!
○ He wants a relationship with us; he didn’t just create the world

and set it spinning, distancing himself from his creation
◆ So this passage is talking about God revealing himself, but there’s a contrast the

author is making, and he does this by answering three questions: SLIDE when,
who, and how.

● When?
○ What is the contrast the author makes here?
○ “Long ago” vs. “in these last days”
○ Last days isn’t a reference to the end times or apocalypse, but is

rather a new category of time (i.e. in the aftermath of Jesus)
○ Here we see that the author has a clear dividing line: before Jesus

came and after he came. Jesus’ life and work was so significant
that everything has changed now that he has come

● Who?
○ What is the contrast the author makes here?
○ “to our fathers” vs. “to us”
○ “Us” in this case means everyone on this side of the dividing line,

including you and me today
● How?

○ What is the contrast the author makes here?
○ “by the prophets” vs. “by his Son”
○ OT Exploration: the prophets

◆ This is one of those things the author of Hebrews just
knew his readers would understand, but we might have to
clarify a bit.

◆ The prophets were basically God’s mouthpieces. He
would speak to them, reveal himself to them, and they
would share these things with God’s people

◆ But this could look different depending on the prophet.
Sometimes God gave warnings for the prophet to speak,
sometimes he had them live in symbolic ways that were
meant to reveal things to God’s people, and sometimes he
gave them visions for what would take place in the future

◆ And these prophets were all spread out over years and
years. That’s what it means by “at many times and in
many ways”

○ Jesus, though, is different.
◆ The author isn’t saying that the ways God revealed

himself through the prophets are no longer valid, but he is
making a distinction between those prophets and Jesus



◆ Jesus isn’t just one more in a long line of prophets; he is
unique

◆ This goes back to that idea of a dividing line… when Jesus
came, he changed everything.

◆ The author then goes into several reasons why Jesus isn’t just one more
prophet, but is actually the best, fullest, most perfect way that God could have
chosen to reveal himself.

● What are the things we learn about Jesus from this passage?
○ He is the heir of all things (all things belong to him)
○ He was active in creating all things
○ He is the radiance of God’s glory
○ He is the exact imprint of God’s nature
○ He upholds the whole universe with his word
○ He purified his people from their sins
○ He is sitting at the right hand of God

● That’s so much that it can be overwhelming, and we can sometimes tune
out when that happens. But don’t miss

Group Discussion // Hebrews 1:1-3
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. Anything that stood out? Any questions you have?
b. Read Hebrews 1:1-3 again. What do we learn about who Jesus is and what he

has done? Do any of them stand out to you?
c. How do these things make him the best way God has revealed himself?
d. If these things are true about Jesus, what does that mean for us if we are

following him?
3. Pray together

a. Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
b. Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage (Heb.

1:1-4) that they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


