
Hebrews 8-10 // Better Covenant, Better Sacrifice
Announcements
➔ Easter Eggstravaganza: sign up!
➔ Photo Scavenger Hunt, date TBD
➔ Next Gen Sunday on May 22

Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 15)
➔ Hebrews review

◆ Recently the author of Hebrews has been making his case that Jesus is a better
priest. He’s talked about how Jesus is a better representative on our behalf, and
recently we learned that he is from a better priesthood as well.

◆ He was from the order of Melchizedek, and as such he is not just a priest, but a
king. And he’s the king of both peace and righteousness. Plus, his reign never
ends! So he will never need to be replaced as our priest.

◆ Today, we’re going to look through Hebrews 8-10, which finishes up this
argument of Jesus as a better priest. We’ll look at how Jesus is the head of a
better covenant, and how his sacrifice is superior to any that have been made
before.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Opening question: When have you gotten in trouble for breaking the rules? What

happened?
➔ A better covenant

◆ The language of covenant is everywhere in chapters 8-10. In fact, the word
“covenant” shows up 16 times! The point the author makes is that there’s an old
covenant, which was good, and a new covenant, which is way better because of
Jesus.

◆ Covenants are the main way God chooses to relate to his people. So we should
probably know what a covenant is, right?

● Does anyone have a definition of what a covenant is when it comes to
God and his people?

● A covenant is a relationship initiated by God in which he promises to love
and bless his people, and they promise to love and obey him.

◆ When the author talks about the old covenant, he’s talking about the covenant
God made with his people after rescuing them from Egypt.

● He brings them to a mountain called Sinai, and he gives them the law,
through Moses. This is where we get the Ten Commandments.

● Now when we hear about the “law” or “Ten Commandments” we
probably think of a bunch of rules to follow. And there’s truth to this, of
course.

● But it’s also much deeper and more beautiful than that. God giving his
people the law was evidence of his love for them!



● Let’s go back to that definition of covenant…
○ God promises to bless his people. And the greatest blessing he

can give is himself, because that’s how we created us. We were
created to glorify God and enjoy him forever.

○ But there’s a problem, right? What is our biggest problem? Our
sin! We’ve talked about before that sin demands a punishment
and it separates us from God.

○ So the issue was twofold: God couldn’t be around sinful people,
and the Israelites, who had just been rescued from Egypt, had no
idea what it meant to be God’s people!

○ The law was the solution. The law of the old covenant was all
about righteousness and purity. In it, Israel was given standards
for what it meant to be God’s righteous people (e.g. God’s people
don’t lie or murder, they worship only God, etc.), as well as a
system of sacrifices to make payment for their sins.

◆ The thing is, God’s people were really bad at keeping their end of the covenant.
They disobeyed God, rebelling against him and rejecting him.

● The law could make them pure on the outside, but it couldn’t change
their hearts. We see this point throughout Hebrews 8-10

○ 9:9b-10 // the law deals with the body, not one’s conscience
○ 10:1 // the law can never make us perfect
○ 10:4 // sacrifices can’t take away sins (they had to be performed

over and over)
● The law was a good thing, but it wasn’t going to fix the sin problem. So a

new covenant had to be made.
◆ And God knew ahead of time that this would need to happen. In fact, he

promised to make a new covenant, all the way back in the Old Testament.
● Hebrews 8:8-13 is a quote from Jeremiah 31 in the OT, where God

promises to make a new covenant.
● This new covenant won’t just deal with external cleansing, but internal.

God will write his law on our hearts (v. 10), and promises to remember
our sins no more (v. 12)

● This New Covenant is found in Jesus… who he is and what he has done.
So let’s talk about that a little in our discussion groups.

◆ Group Discussion
● What is it about Jesus that makes his New Covenant better than the Old

Covenant?
● Read Hebrews 8:10 and 8:12. How are these promises of the New

Covenant fulfilled in the Gospel?
➔ A better sacrifice

◆ Well, the New Covenant we have in Jesus is better in part because it is rooted in
a better sacrifice. Let’s look at Hebrews 9:11-14. Can someone read that for
us?



● Why did they need sacrifices? Does anybody remember?
○ Sacrifices are required in order to pay for the sins of the people. In

the Old Testament, it was animals that were sacrificed.
○ This is because the wages of sin is _____. Death. Sin demands a

punishment, and that punishment is death.
○ In the Bible, this is associated with blood. If a thing dies, its blood

is spilled (Heb. 9:22)
● In the Old Testament, sacrifices were important, but they didn’t really

take care of the sin problem, for a few reasons.
○ The sacrifice itself couldn’t represent humanity.
○ The priests offering sacrifices had their own sin.
○ The cleansing of the sacrifice was temporary and external.

● But Jesus is different. How does his sacrifice on the cross compare with
these Old Testament sacrifices?

○ Because he is fully human, he is our perfect representative. (2:17)
○ Jesus had no sin, offering himself up without blemish (9:14)
○ Jesus’ sacrifice is eternal and the cleansing is internal (10:14)

◆ Group Discussion
● Read Heb. 10:19-25.
● According to this passage, how should we respond to the truth that

Jesus brings a New Covenant and is a better sacrifice?
● What are some ways we can practice these things together?


