
Hebrews 6:13-7:28 // An Anchor for our Souls
Announcements
➔ This Saturday: God on the Big Screen! This is a great opportunity to have some fun and

practice engaging in these conversations about what is good and beautiful and right
and true. Invite your friends!

➔ Next Monday 3/28 is Carmel Idol! It’s going to be in the Freshman Cafeteria at Carmel
HS at 7pm. Tickets are $5 at the door. You get to vote on the winner. And the Gospel
will be presented!

Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Hebrews 4:14-16 (focus on v. 15)
➔ Hebrews review

◆ We’ve been learning lots of things about Jesus: he is a better way to know God,
better than angels or Moses, a better representative, and he is the way to a
better rest.

◆ Recently we started learning about how Jesus is a better priest. Priests are the
ones who represent the people to God. Everything Jesus did as a priest worked
at a deeper and fuller level than the other priests that God’s people had.

◆ There have been warnings along the way too: we need to pay attention to the
Gospel lest our hearts drift, and we need to take care lest our hearts be
hardened by unbelief and disobedience.

◆ Last week we heard the warning against being dull of hearing and allowing this
to lead to spiritual immaturity. God wants us to be growing as disciples, learning
and becoming more like Jesus.

◆ This week the author returns to the discussion of Jesus as a better priest,
specifically because he belongs to a greater priesthood than any of the priests of
Israel before him.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Opening question: What things do you rely on?

◆ In your groups, try to come up with as many things as you can and write them
down (they can be things that apply to all of you or only one of you)

◆ Have a mix of less serious things (e.g. I rely on my internet when I’m watching
Netflix) and more serious things (e.g. I rely on my friends for support)

◆ What things did you write down?
◆ Out of all the things that you listed, who has one that has either never let

them down, or will never let them down?
◆ What happens when the things or people we rely on let us down?

➔ Our author has started this conversation about how Jesus is a better priest. Priests were
the ones who interceded between God and his sinful people.
◆ And part of what the author is doing in our passage today is anticipating his

readers wondering how they can trust that Jesus is a better priest. After all,
every single priest they’ve ever known has died, and then been replaced.



◆ So the question is, can Jesus be trusted as a better priest? We talked about how
when the things we rely on let us down, it can be hard to trust whatever comes
next.

◆ What we’re going to see is that the author shows us the reasons we can trust
God, and then he points out another reason Jesus is a better priest: he belongs
to a different category of priests… he comes from a different and better
priesthood.

➔ Let’s look at the first part of our passage: Hebrews 6:13-20
◆ Here the author is using the example of God’s promise of blessing to Abraham

in the Old Testament as the basis for why we can trust the promises he makes
to his people. Can someone read vv. 17-20?

◆ First, it’s important to note that the author is talking about us today. Where can
we find evidence for that in this passage?

● We are the heirs of the promise (v. 17)!
● We are among those who benefit from the promises God made to

Abraham.
◆ Second, we see the author has pointed out two unchangeable things as

evidence that we can trust God’s promises. What are they?
● His oath & his character
● We are told that he cannot lie, and that his purposes are unchangeable.

This means that it is contrary to God’s nature for him to go back on a
promise he has made.

◆ Third, we see the intended result of these things. How are we impacted by
these things?

● We can be encouraged when we flee to God
● We can have a hope that is steadfast

◆ So as heirs of Christ, we benefit from God’s promises, which are trustworthy
because they are rooted in his oath and character, and can give us steadfast
hope

➔ Group Chat
◆ How is relying on Christ different from relying on the things we talked about

earlier?
◆ If Jesus is our anchor, what might be the storms that toss us around? How

does he keep us safe?
➔ Now let’s briefly take a look at the author’s following point: that Jesus being our anchor

is tied to him being a better priest, specifically because of his connection to a guy
named Melchizedek.
◆ The author of Hebrews has already mentioned this connection several times. In

5:6 and 5:10 he says that Jesus is a priest “in the order of Melchizedek,” which is
unusual because all of the priests for God’s people so far have been in the line
of Levi, a great grandson of Abraham.

◆ Now in chapter 7 the author is finally ready to explain what he means.
◆ There are several things to know about Melchizedek:



● First, he is both a king and a priest. These were usually two very
different roles… kings ruled the people and priests interceded between
the people and God. But Melchizedek is described as both.

● Second, Melchizedek was a king of righteousness and peace. His name
literally means “king of righteousness” and he was king of a place called
Salem, which means “peace.”

● Finally, he seems eternal. Melchizedek sort of pops up randomly in the
OT, so we don’t know when he was born or when he died. The author of
Hebrews knows he was born and died, but the way he is described in the
OT makes him seem eternal.

◆ All three of these things apply to Jesus, which is why the author of Hebrews
says he is a priest in the order of Melchizedek instead of the usual priestly order
of the OT.

● Jesus is our king and priest!
● Jesus is our righteousness and peace!
● Jesus is our eternal priest!

➔ Group Chat
◆ How is Jesus like Melchizedek? How is he better?
◆ How does this make him an anchor for our souls?

➔ A final thought: this was always meant to be the plan (thanks to Kyle for pointing this
out)
◆ Remember that the readers include Jewish people who grew up with the

understanding that it was the Levite priests who interceded between them and
God.

◆ Learning that it is now Jesus, who isn’t even from the Levitical priesthood, who
is their ultimate priest—that would have been new, potentially scary and
upsetting news. They thought they knew what was happening, and things are
now totally different.

◆ But God always knew. Jesus was always supposed to be our great high priest!
◆ Maybe there are things in your life that feel shaky and unstable. Things that

came out of nowhere that you weren’t expecting, that make life feel a bit scary
or uncertain.

◆ The truth is that God has known from the beginning the many turns our lives
take. He isn’t surprised, and he promises that he works all things out for our
good.

◆ And even though our lives twist and turn, Jesus remains the same. He will
always be our king and priest, he will always be our peace and righteousness!
That’s why he is our sure and steadfast anchor.


