
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 5:11-6:12
Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passages: Romans 8:38-39 & Hebrews 4:14-16
➔ Hebrews review

◆ We’ve been learning lots of things about Jesus: he is a better way to know God,
better than angels or Moses, a better representative, and he is the way to a
better rest.

◆ There have been warnings along the way too: we need to pay attention to the
Gospel lest our hearts drift, and we need to take care lest our hearts be
hardened by unbelief and disobedience.

◆ And then the last time we were in Hebrews we began to explore this theme of
Jesus as a better priest. We looked at all the way that Jesus is better than the
human high priests that represented God’s people.

◆ And we talked about how this means that our faith is one worth holding fast,
and gives us reason to approach the throne of grace with confidence!

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Hook: Theo has started to eat solid food

◆ She’s been drinking milk since she was born, but she has only now begun to
taste solid food.

◆ And this is a good thing! It’s actually important for her to learn how to eat in
addition to drinking, because it’s part of growing up.

◆ If in three years she was still just drinking milk, there would be reason for
concern. She wouldn’t be maturing the way she needs to, and Jami and I would
be worried.

◆ This is similar to the author’s concern for his readers. In fact, he uses the analogy
of milk versus solid food in this passage we’re looking at today. Let’s take a
closer look.

➔ So the author is taking several chapters to flesh out this idea of Christ as our priest. We
started talking about it in our last Hebrews lesson, and he’ll continue on in coming
weeks. But here in the middle, the author feels the need to stop and hand out another
warning.
◆ Look at v. 11-14. Can someone read that for us?
◆ There are four symptoms that the author sees in his readers:

● Dull of hearing // numb to the truth of the gospel
● Forgetful // slow to remember what we’ve heard
● Unskilled // failing to grow in familiarity and practice of God’s word
● Immature // failing to distinguish between what is good and evil

◆ We can see a progression here. If we’re numb to the power of the Gospel, it’s
easy to forget what we’ve heard. And if we’re forgetful, we don’t grow at all in
our familiarity with God’s word, which means we’re less practiced at discerning
what is good and what is evil.



◆ GROUP CHAT: Let’s take some time to talk with our groups: how do we
sometimes see these things play out in our own lives? And what is it that
leads to them?

● What were some of the things your group talked about?
◆ At the start of the next chapter, the author encourages his readers move on into

maturity as believers, and even lists out some examples of “spiritual milk” that
he wants his readers to move forward with.

● It’s not that he doesn’t think these foundations are important, but rather
that he wants his readers—and us!—to be intentional about growing in
our walk with Jesus.

● We don’t move on from the Gospel. Tim Keller once said that the Gospel
isn’t the A-B-Cs of the Christian life, but the A to Z. This is so beautifully
true! But if we’re sticking with A, B, and C, then we aren’t maturing as
Christians.

➔ One of the reasons the author is so concerned about the spiritual immaturity he sees is
because for some, it might mean that they haven’t actually placed their faith in Jesus,
and are just sort of tagging along.
◆ This is a serious issue, and it emphasizes the reality that there are people who

call themselves Christians but aren’t actually trusting Jesus. This has always
been the case.

◆ And while this is a big deal, the author goes on to say that he is confident this
isn’t the case with his readers, but that he just wants them to be aware of this
reality. Let’s read vv. 6-12.

◆ We’ve talked about this before, but it is impossible to lose your salvation. Jesus
is the one who holds it securely, and so nothing we do or don’t do will ever risk
losing it. And at the same time, we need to be carefully paying attention to signs
of spiritual immaturity in our own lives.

➔ Notice the order of things here: our assurance of salvation is supposed to motivate us to
live in a way that honors God (“imitators of those…”)
◆ GROUP CHAT: how does this motivation work?
◆ For those who are Christians, how often do you feel assured of your

salvation? Are there times you question whether you’re saved?
◆ What did your group talk about?

➔ The reality is that we mess up and fail all the time. We will not perfectly imitate those
who through faith and patience inherited the promises. But the good news is that we
are in Christ, and he inherited the promises on our behalf. In fact, he is the “yes” and
“amen” to all of God’s promises!


