
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Hebrews review

◆ We’ve been learning lots of things about Jesus: he is a better way to know God,
better than angels or Moses, a better representative, and he is the way to a
better rest.

◆ There have been warnings along the way too: we need to pay attention to the
Gospel lest our hearts drift, and we need to take care lest our hearts be
hardened by unbelief and disobedience.

◆ Then last week we talked about God’s word, how it is alive, active, and sharp in
the lives of Christians.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ This week, we’re going to dive deeper into Christ’s role as our great high priest.

◆ Let’s watch a short video about what this means (play YouTube video)
◆ So, priests were individuals set apart to represent the people to a holy God.

Remember how sin separates us from God and demands a punishment? Priests
constantly made sacrifices for the people’s sins so that God could be with them.

◆ Jesus as our high priest is one of the themes the author spends the most time on
in Hebrews. In fact, we’ve already touched on it in 2:17-18, and the implications
of Jesus as our high priest are explored in the following chapters.

◆ It’s this idea—that Jesus is a better priest, the great high priest—that our author
discusses in our passage today. He wants his readers to recognize that Jesus
doesn’t just fill the role of priest for his people… he fulfills every requirement in
an infinitely better way than the priests of old.

➔ Can I get 3 volunteers to read our passage? (4:14-16 // 5:1-6 // 5:7-10)
➔ The author of Hebrews is making a series of comparisons between the human priests

before Christ came and the priestly work of Jesus himself. Can anyone point out one of
the similarities?
◆ Both are chosen by God (5:1, 4, 5, 10)
◆ Both are able to sympathize with our weaknesses (4:15, 5:2)
◆ Both make offerings on behalf of God’s people (5:1, 7)

➔ But there are some key differences that the author points out, which is what makes
Christ an even better priest
◆ Other priests went into the holy of holies, but Jesus ascended to heaven and is

with God even now (4:14)
◆ Other priests were sinful, and so they also had to make atonement for their own

sin as well as the people’s, but Jesus was without sin. This means that Jesus’
sacrifice was perfectly sufficient, and will never need to be renewed (4:15, 5:3)

◆ Other priests were God’s created beings, but Jesus is God’s son, co-equal with
God the Father (5:5, 8)



◆ Other priests eventually die, but because Jesus defeated death, he is our priest
forever (5:6)

◆ Other priests were able to cleanse the people temporarily from sin and
uncleanness, but Jesus’ work makes him the source of eternal salvation for his
people (5:9)

➔ At the end of chapter 4, we can see that the author wants his readers to do two things.
What are they?
◆ Hold fast to their confession (v. 14) // What does this mean?

● Confession = what we believe (not the same as confessing our sins)
● It means that they will continue to believe what they believe, and not

deny their faith. In other words, this is what the author has been trying to
make sure his readers do since the very start

● There are a few reasons why this might be difficult
○ You are a believer, but you’re experiencing trials and persecution

because of it, and letting go feels like relief. But take heart that
Jesus knows your suffering, and he is with you in the midst of it.
He can bring you through.

○ You’re experiencing doubts, uncertain of what is true or what you
believe. This is okay! This is a natural part of living the Christian
life in a broken world. God can handle your doubts and questions.

○ If you’re not a believer, you aren’t holding on to the Gospel, so
there’s nothing to hold fast to. But this is something of the utmost
importance. I’d encourage you to not be satisfied just staying
where you are. Ask questions, look to God’s word for answers,
and consider what things you’re holding fast to, which will
always disappoint us.

◆ Draw near to the throne of grace with confidence (v. 16) // What’s this mean?
● It involves coming to God (pursuing him in relationship) knowing that we

have been made righteous in his eyes by the work of our high priest,
Jesus

● There are a few reasons why we might not draw near… do any of them
represent where you’re at?

○ We feel unworthy (too sinful) or like God doesn’t want us to draw
near (out of anger or apathy)

○ We don’t know what it means to draw near (we’ve heard about
having a relationship with God but don’t know really what it
looks like (could still be a Christian and feel this!)

○ We don’t care about drawing near or just don’t want to (maybe it
feels like work, or we don’t think it’s necessary or important)

● No matter where we’re at, the reality is that God created us to be close
to him, in relationship with him. When we draw close to him, responding
to the way he has already drawn close to us, we find ourselves most
fulfilled and satisfied, because we are doing what we were created to do.



Group Discussion // Hebrews 4:14-5:10
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What was the role of a priest for God’s people? How does Jesus do similar
things for God’s people today?

i. Priests represented the people to a holy God. They made sacrifices for
the sins of the people so that God could be with them.

ii. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross paid the price for our sins, which allows us to
be with God.

b. What are some of the ways that Jesus is a better priest than any of the other
priests for God’s people?

i. Jesus didn’t sin, so his sacrifice was perfect and eternal. It was a
one-time thing, instead of the constant sacrifices of the old priests.

ii. Jesus, as our representative, is with the Father right now, in heaven, not
separated by anything.

iii. Jesus defeated death, so there will never be a chance that he dies and his
sacrifice is somehow undone.

c. What does “confession” mean in Hebrews 4:14? How can we hold to it?
i. Confession = something we believe (in this case, the Gospel: who Jesus

is and what he did)
ii. We hold to a confession by believing it, even when it is difficult or when

we face persecution
d. Why can we draw near to God with confidence because of Jesus?

i. Because Jesus took the penalty for our sin, it doesn’t separate us from
God anymore. And we know from our memory passage that nothing else
separates us from him or his love!

ii. Confidence = trust in what Jesus has done for us
e. Are there any reasons it is difficult for you to believe in what Jesus has done,

or approach God with confidence? Why might this be?
i. Talk through some of the reasons discussed in the lesson (below)… do

any of these apply to them?
ii. Holding fast is difficult when experiencing persecution, when wrestling

with doubts, and when we’re unsure what we believe. If we aren’t
Christians, we aren’t confessing the truth.

iii. Drawing near to God with confidence can be hard when we feel
unworthy, we don’t know what it means to draw near, or we don’t really
care about drawing near.

3. Pray together
a. Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
b. Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage that

they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


