
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 2:5-9
Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Hebrews review

◆ Overarching theme: Jesus is better!
◆ Jesus is the best possible way for God to have revealed himself, and he is far

better than angels.
◆ This means we have to pay attention to the Gospel message, or else we will

drift from it.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Text: Hebrews 2:5-9

◆ Can someone read the passage for us?
◆ So last week we looked at the warning, which was an important interruption

into the author’s exploration of angels. This passage uses angels as a starting
point to pivot to the next point.

◆ The author centers his main point in our passage around this Old Testament
quotation, which is from Psalm 8. It’s pretty short, so I’ll go ahead and read it for
us.

● (Read Psalm 8:3-9) The highlighted parts are where the quotation came
from.

● So last year we talked about how the Bible is one big story, with four
movements. Does anyone remember what those movements are?
(Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration)

● Which of those parts of the story is the psalmist talking about here?
● He’s talking about creation, and specifically who he made humanity to be

and what he created them to do.
○ You can see in v. 5 that it talks about our identity as humans: we

have been “crowned with glory and honor”
○ Then, in v. 6-8, it talks about our work that God gave us:

“dominion over the works of [God’s] hands”
○ So we have in this psalm a way of understanding our identity and

our work as God has designed it.
● Does anyone remember the phrase used to describe us in relation to

God? We are his ___________.
○ We are God’s image bearers!
○ It means we are inherently valuable because God has made it so

(not because we have done anything to deserve it… “what is man
that you are mindful of him?”).

○ It also means that we are designed to reflect God’s character and
care to the rest of the world. This involves caring for the world



the way God would, based on who he is and what he has
commanded us to do.

◆ The author of Hebrews communicates these ideas with words like “subjected”
and “control”; when humanity acts rightly as God’s image bearers, it restores
order and rightness

● So, if we look around at the world today, is that the case? Is humanity
reflecting the care and character of God to all of creation, demonstrating
his control over it?

● Definitely not! We can easily see the ways that humanity has failed to
care for creation, including other humans. Our sin gets in the way of this,
though we try to ignore this fact and come up with our own solutions.

○ What kinds of solutions has humanity tried to come up with?
Are there aspects that are positive? Have any attempts worked
perfectly?

○ Have any of you ever seen the suffering and brokenness in the
world, or the sinful actions of others or within your own heart,
and recognized that this isn’t the way things should be?

● The author knows this, and he knows this will be the reaction of his
readers. He anticipates that they will hear him say that “nothing [is]
outside of his control” and question it.

○ So he points out the obvious: “At present, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him.”

○ Because of all the reasons we talked about, humanity has failed
to bear God’s image well. It is stained by sin and brokenness.

○ Thus, we cannot fulfill God’s charge to have dominion over
creation.

◆ So far the author has pointed out God’s design for humanity (bear God’s image
to the world in the way we care for it and reflect God’s character) and the
problem (we choose sin over faithful image bearing). Now he gets to talk about
the fix.

● Any ideas what this might be?
● God has to send someone who will perfectly reflect his image: his Son,

Jesus!
● Let’s look at this last verse of our passage (v. 9). It starts off with a

contrast: humanity may not be fulfilling their image bearing mandate, but
we can see someone else who is

● This is a very deliberate contrast: you can see here that the author uses
the exact same phrases (“for a little while was made lower than the
angels” and “crowned with glory and honor”) to connect this verse with
Psalm 8, which talks about humanity

● But this time, Jesus is the focus. And Jesus does it perfectly.
● Jesus perfectly fulfills the role of image bearer.



○ He perfectly embodied God’s character… that’s why he says in
John 18:9 that if we know him, we know God the Father

○ He also perfectly demonstrates God’s care to the world,
completely obeying the law

● But the author of Hebrews also points out something that is unique to
Jesus: his glory and honor somehow are connected to his suffering of
death

○ This is a reference to his work on the cross: after living the perfect
life as the perfect image bearer, he died on the cross as the
punishment for our sin

○ Then, he rose from the dead, defeating it and proving everything
he said to be true

◆ What does this mean for us?
● Jesus accomplished what we were supposed to do, so we don’t have to

work for God’s approval
● But we are also called to be more like Jesus, who was the perfect image

bearer… because of our sin and brokenness, this is usually not an easy
task

● Jesus doesn’t leave us on our own, though. He has given believers his
Holy Spirit, who works in us to make us more like him

● If you’re not a believer, maybe you can recognize the way that something
is wrong with the world, and in your own heart. Maybe you’ve been
shocked or ashamed by the sin in your life. Friend, Jesus is waiting to give
you his righteousness, so that you can know God in a personal
relationship. All you need to do is admit to your sin, and accept Jesus’
free gift of righteousness that he earned.



Group Discussion // Hebrews 2:5-9
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What is true of us as image bearers of God? Has any of this changed?
i. We have inherent worth and dignity. This is still true of us, and is one

reason we should value every single person no matter how we feel
about them.

ii. Our image bearing is broken and stained by sin… without God’s help, we
can’t do anything that reflects his goodness or care toward the world

b. What was God’s original purpose for us as image bearers?
i. God designed us so that anyone who interacted with us would be able to

see and recognize elements of his own character
ii. We give God glory by bearing his image
iii. We were given the task of caring well for his creation

c. What are some ways people try to “fix” the sin and brokenness they see in
the world? In themselves?

i. The world: government, philosophies, searching for “truth”
ii. Ourselves: self-help, trying hard to be good, redefining what is good and

evil, gathering up pleasures
d. What is one way you think God might be working in you to make you more

like Jesus? What makes this difficult?
3. Pray together

a. Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
b. Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage that

they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


