
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 2:10-18
Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Hebrews review

◆ Overarching theme: Jesus is better!
◆ Jesus is the best possible way for God to have revealed himself, and he is far

better than angels.
◆ This means we have to pay attention to the Gospel message, or else we will

drift from it.
◆ Jesus is the perfect image bearer, perfectly reflecting God’s character and care to

the world.
➔ Pray to open

Lesson
➔ Hook: sport fails clip… what if the commentator thought the mistakes were a good

thing, bringing glory to the athletes that messed up? Those things don’t go together.
◆ But that’s what’s happening in our passage, in a way. Before we look at our

passage, let’s back up to 2:9, which sets the stage a bit.
◆ Here we see that Jesus has been crowned with glory and honor. Now, if we

hadn’t read this verse before, what might we expect the reason in this passage
for Christ’s glory and honor? His perfect righteousness, perhaps, or the fact
that he’s the perfect image of God?

◆ What is it, though? It’s his suffering and death! And while that might sound
familiar to us, it is a stunning statement. It’s like a sports commentator watching
a top ten fails video and talking about how amazing the athlete is… those things
don’t go together!

◆ The author of Hebrews understands that this might be the reaction for some
people. So he goes on in verses 10-18 (that’s our passage today) to explain why
it’s actually a good and even glorious thing that Jesus suffered. Let’s keep that in
mind as we read our passage today.

➔ Can I get a couple of volunteers to read the passage for us?
◆ So this first verse, v. 10, is the key verse for the passage, because the author has

his main point right up front.
● Main phrase: “For it was fitting that he… should make the founder of their

salvation perfect through suffering”
● What does the phrase “for whom and by whom all things exist” call

back to? Jesus as God and Creator, from chapter 1
● What about the phrase “in bringing many sons to glory”? Echoes 2:7 &

9 where Jesus fulfills the role of perfect image bearer, and brings along
those who are in him.

● What do you guys think it means that Jesus was made perfect? Not a
statement of Jesus’ morality…



● The author here is making the point that Jesus’ suffering revealed his full
humanity

◆ That’s what the next two verses are emphasizing here (vv. 11-12)
● What does “sanctify” mean? To be made holy… in this, case, more and

more like Jesus
● So who is the one who sanctifies? Who are the ones who are

sanctified? Jesus and Christians
● Some think that “one source” refers to Adam, the first human being, and

others think it’s God as a spiritual source (i.e. we are all children of God,
with Christ at our head)

● But regardless, the end result is the same: Jesus calls us brothers and
sisters!

● This is a big deal… never before had any religion suggested that God or
gods would willingly call humans their brothers and sisters. But because
Jesus is like us in his humanity, we can enjoy this kind of relationship with
him!

○ Who here has a brother? How do they treat you?
○ How should an older brother treat his younger siblings?

◆ So with this understanding, we can look at the rest of our passage, which reveal
the implications of Jesus being like us in his full humanity.

● The beginning of verses 14 and 17 again point to the fact that it is Jesus’
humanity (the fact that he is like us) that allow these things to be true.

● What are some of the things we see that Jesus has done for us through
his suffering?

○ Jesus’ suffering destroys the devil and delivers us from the fear of
death

○ Jesus’ suffering makes him a merciful and faithful representative
◆ He is our priest! We will talk more about this later in our

study of Hebrews, but for now we can know that priests
represented the people to God

◆ Making propitiation = taking God’s wrath for our sin on our
behalf, so that we don’t experience it

○ Jesus’ suffering allows him to help us when we are tempted
◆ He was tempted, and he never gave in! He knows the true

depth of temptation
◆ Because of this, he can sympathize with us. When we are

tempted, we can ask for help knowing that he has
experienced how difficult it is to endure temptation.

➔ This has wonderful implications for those of us who are believers!
◆ Have any of you…

● Been tempted before?
● Fallen into the same sin over and over?
● Experienced fear or anxiety?



◆ Jesus is with us when these things happen. And he’s not just with us, he is for
us. He knows what it is to suffer and be tempted, because he is like us.

◆ This can be an encouragement to us when we’re dealing with life’s difficulties.
We need to remember this truth and remind each other!

➔ Let’s split into small groups and talk more about this.



Group Discussion // Hebrews 2:10-18
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What does it mean that Jesus is like us? With us? For us?
b. What’s an example of a time when you’ve experienced difficult circumstances

in your life? Or a consistent temptation? How does knowing that Jesus has
experienced similar things help?

c. What is a way that we can build each other up as fellow Christians when
things get difficult?

d. What does it mean that Jesus is our propitiation? (He took God’s wrath for our
sin on himself) Why is that important for us?

3. Pray together
a. Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
b. Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage that

they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


