
Jesus is Better // Hebrews 2:1-4
Intro & Review
➔ Practice memory passage: Romans 8:38-39
➔ Hebrews review

◆ It was written to encourage believers who were facing persecution to persevere
in the faith because Jesus is worth it! He is better than anything or anyone else.

◆ Chapter 1
● Jesus is the best possible way for God to have revealed himself to us
● Jesus is way better than angels, and we can see this in all the roles he

takes on as God’s Son (King, Righteous One, Creator, etc.)
◆ Today we’re going to dive into chapter 2 together.

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Hook: Touching the stove burner when I was a little kid

◆ Mom had warned me before that I wasn’t supposed to touch the burner because
it was dangerous

◆ But it was one of those coil burners that glowed with a red-orange light
whenever they were on, and there was something mysterious about them

◆ I was generally a rule-follower when I was younger, and I remembered my
mom’s warning, but it just looked too cool, and I had to touch it (when Mom
wasn’t looking, of course)

◆ Of course, I immediately regretted my decision… my hand was severely burned,
and I was in pain for a long time

◆ I had neglected to follow the message Mom had given me, even though I knew
that Mom was trustworthy

◆ This is the kind of warning the author of Hebrews is giving his readers in our
passage today

➔ Read Hebrews 2:1-4
◆ We have three main parts to this warning

● The main idea: pay attention instead of drifting away (v. 1)
○ Either we pay attention OR we will drift away
○ The word “drift” refers to a ship… like a ship captain who doesn’t

pay attention to a lighthouse in a storm and lets the ship drift off
course

○ The implication here is that when we stop paying attention to the
truth of the the gospel, we drift towards lesser things, which is
dangerous

● First reason: the rejection of Jesus is even more serious (vv. 2-3a)
○ In v. 2, we see that those who rejected God when he revealed

himself through the prophets (remember 1:1-3?) were punished



○ In v. 3a, the author’s question is this: if Jesus is better than the
prophets, isn’t there even more reason for punishment for those
who reject him?

○ Analogy: drawing the moon
○ It’s important to note that this isn’t a warning that Christians can

lose their salvation. But it is a warning about the seriousness of
drifting, and shows that it is possible for people to say they are
Christians, but not actually believe the Gospel.
◆ Remember our memory passage: nothing can separate us

as believers from God’s love in Jesus
◆ This includes any of our sin patterns! Praise the Lord!
◆ That being said, we need to take our sin (and the drifting it

leads to) very seriously, because it is dangerous
● Second reason: the salvation message is even greater (vv. 3b-4)

○ Anyone have any idea what the author’s second reason is?
○ There’s lots of evidence that it is a better message! It came from

Jesus himself, and the apostles themselves vouched for it.
○ If that wasn’t enough, God the Father proved this was true by the

miracles and signs (i.e. Jesus rising from the dead, miracles of the
apostles)

○ We also have evidence of spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit
○ Note that all 3 Persons of the Trinity are involved here

➔ So what does this warning have to do with us today?
◆ Well, if you’re not a Christian—if you’re trusting in yourself or something else

instead of Jesus to make you right with God (or if you don’t really care about
being right with God)—then this warning is for you.

● Rejecting Jesus is a big deal, because it means you’re rejecting God
himself. And that’s a dangerous thing. It’s actually a matter of life and
death… that’s why this warning is here!

● But the good news is that this doesn’t have to be true for you. You might
have heard this a million times, or this might be one of the first few times
you’re hearing it. But you can accept Jesus as Savior and King this very
night.

● You can confess your sin to God… owning up to it and asking for his
forgiveness. You can recognize that on your own, you’re powerless to do
anything about it, and your sin requires a punishment, because God is
perfectly just.

● And you can look instead to someone better than you… Jesus! He lived
the perfect life we were supposed to live, and died the death that was
the punishment for our sin, so that when we look to him and trust in
what he has done, we can be made right before God.

● You can do this right now, and I would encourage you to do it.
◆ But this is also a message for people who are already Christians.



● We can’t lose our salvation (that’s what our memory passage reminds
us), but we can still drift from the truth, and this is dangerous.

● So let’s talk about drifting. We’ll start the conversation together and then
continue it in our small groups

○ What are signs we’re drifting from the Gospel?
○ What are reasons we drift?
○ What are the kinds of things we drift towards instead?
○ What does it look like to “pay attention” to the Gospel?
○ What are some ways we can encourage each other to do these

things?
➔ Break up into small groups



Group Discussion // Hebrews 2:1-4
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What are signs we’re drifting from the Gospel?
i. Evidence of idols in our life

1. Things that take all our attention, money, time, energy
2. Things we aren’t willing to give up

ii. Lack of joy in our relationship with God
1. Going through the motions because “that’s just what we do”
2. Feelings of condemnation when we mess up
3. Feelings of apathy when we choose sin

iii. There is nothing that distinguishes us from the rest of the world
iv. We don’t see evidence of growth in our lives

b. What are reasons we drift?
i. Other things look more attractive to us than the Gospel
ii. We forget what is true (we aren’t preaching the Gospel to ourselves)
iii. We believe the lies that the world tells us

c. What are the kinds of things we drift towards instead?
i. Different for each person

d. What does it look like to “pay attention” to the Gospel?
i. Remind ourselves of the Gospel
ii. Strengthen our relationship with Jesus through prayer and time in the

Word
iii. Surround ourselves with other believers who can point out when we’re

drifting
e. What are some ways we can encourage each other to do these things?

3. Pray together
a. Have anyone who wants to share specific prayer requests
b. Have everyone go around and choose one thing related to the passage (Heb.

1:1-4) that they would like prayer to grow in, believe, etc.


