
Paradox of the Gospel // Restoration
Review and Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Psalm 34:1-3
➔ We’re on our final week walking through the Big Story of the Bible and exploring some

of the paradoxes of the Christian faith. Who can give a short summary of the first
three parts of the story?

➔ This week we’ll be talking about the fourth and final movement of the story:
restoration!

➔ Pray to open
Lesson
➔ Hook: Restoring old paintings

◆ When beautiful paintings from decades or even centuries ago fall into disrepair,
there are specialists who can come in and restore them.

◆ Sometimes this involves cleaning grime off of them, or painting in where the
original paint has worn away, or even deeper repairs.

◆ When things go bad, sometimes restoration involves undoing the poor work of
another artist to reveal the original, beautiful work of art that was once there.

◆ So restoration involves bringing back what has been lost, repairing what has
been broken, and allowing something to fulfill the original purpose for which it
was created. And that’s all true of the last movement of the Big Story too!

◆ The thing is, when we’re talking about restoring paintings, the best we can hope
for is something that just looks like it’s fixed, or like the original. But when it
comes to restoration as the final act of God’s Big Story, we find that he intends
to make everything even better than it once was!

➔ What does restoration mean?
◆ Let’s look at a passage together that talks about what we can expect restoration

of God’s creation to look like.
◆ Everything we’re going to talk about can be embodied by the phrase “I am

making all things new” that Jesus says in this passage.
◆ Revelation 21:1-8 (Can someone read this for us?)

● Full and complete justice will take place (Rev. 20; 21:7-8)
○ In the chapter right before this, we see that the final judgment

has taken place, which is where every single human being is
judged.

○ For Christians, judgment for their sins was already put upon
Jesus, and so they receive the eternal life that Christ earned on
their behalf. People who are not trusting Jesus as Savior and King
have to endure the punishment, the judgment, for their own sins,
and so they receive eternal death.

○ This is what verses 7-8 are talking about; it’s an echo from the
previous chapter.



○ This is part of restoration because sin has no place in God’s good
creation… remember that it infected everything when the Fall
happened. For righteousness and justice to be restored, sin has to
be dealt with.

● Creation will be made new (21:1, 5)
○ The Fall brought sin into the world, but it also broke and twisted

God’s good creation.
○ Everything that was poorly reflecting God’s good design (e.g.

thorns, animosity between animals, pollution, death and decay)
will be undone. Other parts of scripture use the imagery of fire
that purifies precious metal and carries away the impurities.

○ Our ultimate goal shouldn’t be to escape from this world,
because God’s plan is to have it around forever! It will be
perfected, undefiled, and in perfect harmony.

● God will finally dwell again with his people
○ Recall back to our discussion on the Fall, and how one of the

consequences of sin is that we are separated from God. God
designed us to dwell with him (like we see in Eden), but sin
messed that all up.

○ The word “tabernacle” is used here, which refers back to the
temporary dwelling that the people of God were instructed to
make so that God could dwell among his people for a time in the
OT.

○ The temple was a more permanent solution, but was destroyed
as a result of the complete sin of the people.

○ Jesus is said to have “tabernacled” among us in John 1 (which we
talked about a few weeks back), and this is a foretaste of what
we see in this Revelation passage

● Death and suffering are erased, never to return again
○ Death is, among other things, the separation of our souls from our

bodies, and this is undone when we are resurrected
○ Spiritual death is our separation from God, which is the exact

opposite of what we were created for.
○ But pain and suffering are cousins of death, and these will be

undone. Every tear will be wiped away!
◆ Our place in the Big Story

● This restoration will happen sometime in the future; God’s word says
that no one knows except God the Father when this will happen.

● So we live in the aftermath of redemption but in anticipation of
restoration. A phrase that Christians have used to describe this time is
the already/not yet. This is kind of a paradox… something is true, but not
in its fullest sense yet.



● Salvation in its three senses: from the penalty of sin ( justification), the
power of sin (sanctification), and the presence of sin (glorification, which
is another way of talking about restoration).

● This means each of those four categories we talked about haven’t arrived
yet. There is still pain and suffering and death and injustice, both in the
world and in our own hearts.

● But we as Christians are told that we can have hope and persevere
through it all while we wait for all things to be made new.

Group Discussion // Paradox of the Gospel (Restoration)
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What did you think about the lesson? Did anything stand out, surprise, or
confuse you?

b. Think of the 4 categories of restoration that we talked about (complete
justice, renewed creation, God dwelling with us, and death and suffering
erased). Have you ever thought about these things happening? Is there one
that you are excited for most?

c. We learned that we live in the already/not yet. How would you describe this
in your own words?

d. Because we live in the already/not yet, the 4 categories of restoration haven’t
happened yet. Where do you see proof of this in the world or your life?

i. For example, instead of full and complete justice, there is injustice in the
world. Or, instead of death and suffering being erased, they are still very
present with us.

ii. The purpose is to get students thinking about the ways that sin and
brokenness have impacted their life and the world (could be a call back
to our discussion on the Fall).

e. How does knowing God’s plan for restoration give Christians hope?
i. More than anyone else, we can be confident that God will make all

things right.
ii. We can know that any suffering and pain we experience now will be

outweighed by the joy and fulfillment we will experience when Jesus
comes again.

f. What’s one specific thing you can take from the lesson and try to apply to
your life?

3. Ask for prayer requests and pray for one another.


