
Paradox of the Gospel // Redemption I (Jesus’ Nature)
Review and Intro
➔ Practice memory passage: Psalm 34:1-3
➔ So we’re continuing to work through the Big Story. Who can label each of the four

movements? (Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration)
➔ Last week we learned about the Fall, which is how sin and brokenness entered the

world. It’s hard and heavy to take our sin seriously, because it separates us from our
Creator and requires a just punishment.

➔ But the next two weeks, we get to talk about Part III: Redemption. This is God’s
solution for our sin, and it’s both the turning point and reveals the center of the Big
Story: Jesus Christ.

➔ Let me pray to open us.
Lesson
➔ Hook: Think about your most prized possession (something that can’t be easily

replaced)… and how you would feel if it was stolen.
◆ You look for it everywhere, but with no success. Days go by, and you feel like

you’ll never find it, and never be able to replace it.
◆ Finally, you pass a pawn shop or a store… and you see it in the window! There it

is, waiting for you. You run inside, ask the store clerk to retrieve it for you. But
you have to pay for it. Even though it is yours, you have to purchase it back from
the store. So you do, gladly. It costs a lot, more than you originally paid for it, but
you don’t care, because it is precious to you.

◆ Does anyone know the word for what you’ve just done? You’ve redeemed that
object. That is an act of redemption in its most basic form.

◆ When we talk about redemption, this is the groundwork of that word. And
when it comes to the Bible, it involves Jesus paying the price to bring us back
into the family of God, so we can know and have a relationship with him.

➔ We’re actually going to go backwards a bit so that we can start to understand this. Do
you all remember how we talked about Adam having a unique role as the first human?
He was considered the representative of all humanity.
◆ We inherited the guilty sentence for his sin, as well as his sinful nature. This

means we were separated from God and deserved a just punishment.
◆ We looked at Romans 5, which affirms this kind of representative relationship

over and over… “because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one
man”.

➔ Well, the amazing thing is that Jesus fulfills the role that Adam couldn’t. He’s actually
called the “last Adam” in 1 Cor. 15:45. Let’s look back at Romans 5:15-21. Last week, I
only read pieces of it, but this time we’re gonna read the whole thing. Can I have two
volunteers to read the passage?
◆ Here’s a way to summarize this. In Adam, we have one man’s sin and

disobedience, which led to death, judgment, and condemnation for all of
humanity.



◆ But in Christ, instead we have one man’s righteousness and obedience, which
leads to eternal life instead of death, justification (that’s the opposite of a guilty
sentence), and grace for all those who believe in him in faith.

◆ And maybe you’ve heard all of this before, but I want to pause here and
encourage you to think about this. Every single human being is under one of
these two men. Every single one of us is either facing death, judgment, and
condemnation because we’re under Adam, or eternal life, justification, and grace
because we’re trusting in Jesus. There’s no in between.

◆ Did you know that if you’re under Adam right now, facing the weight of your sin,
you don’t have to be! You can trust in Jesus as your Redeemer, the one who has
paid the price for your sins to restore you into relationship with God.

◆ This is why we so desperately need redemption. We are completely lost without
it, headed straight for death and separation from God.

➔ So how does Jesus manage to be in this representative position for us? Well, one of the
pieces of this is also one of the biggest paradoxes of Christianity: Jesus is both fully
human and fully God.
◆ There are lots of different places in the New Testament that talk about both of

these things: Jesus as fully God and Jesus as fully human. But for today, we’re
just going to focus on John 1.

◆ Would someone read this passage for us?
◆ What things are we told about Jesus in this passage? He is the Word, he was

with God in the beginning, he is God, all things were made through him, he took
on human form and lived here on earth.

➔ Now, it’s important to note that the paradox of Christ’s divine and human natures is
something that his followers had to think through… it’s not an easy thing to understand!
One of the ways they sought to understand and clarify it was by identifying what it
didn’t mean.
◆ It doesn’t mean that Jesus is 50% human and 50% God, like a demigod of Greek

mythology.
◆ It also doesn’t mean that his nature is somehow a mixture of the two, neither

human nor God
◆ It doesn’t mean that Jesus was 100% human until he started his ministry, and

then God bestowed his Spirit upon him.
◆ It doesn’t mean Jesus stopped being human when he ascended into heaven.

➔ Jesus is fully God, took human form when he came to earth, and continues to be in
human form now, even though he is with God in heaven.
◆ This is paradoxical! It is super hard to understand, and we can’t understand it

completely. But this is what Scripture affirms over and over, including Jesus
himself.

◆ And this is part of the good news, the Gospel!
◆ We’re going to talk more in our small groups about how this impacts us now if

we’re trusting in Christ as our Savior and King.



Group Discussion // Paradox of the Gospel (Redemption I)
1. Practice your group’s memory passage together.
2. Walk through the following discussion questions:

a. What did you think about the lesson? Did anything stand out, surprise, or
confuse you?

b. If Jesus was only human, how would this change things?
i. If Jesus wasn’t God, he would have had a sinful nature from Adam
ii. If Jesus wasn’t God, he wouldn’t be worthy of worship
iii. Jesus claimed to be God, so if he wasn’t, that would make him a liar

c. If God had never taken human form, how would this change things?
i. He wouldn’t have been able to represent us, and therefore take our place

on the cross! (which means he wouldn’t have been able to redeem us)
ii. He wouldn’t be able to understand and sympathize with our suffering

and our temptation.
d. How does knowing these things about Jesus impact how you interact with

him?
i. Encourage students to think about Jesus’ different roles in our lives:

Savior, King, Comforter, Creator, etc.
ii. Encourage students to think about different situations or scenarios: when

we worship, when we sin, when we suffer, when we’re tempted, when
we’re joyful, etc.

e. What’s one specific thing you can take from the lesson and try to apply to
your life?

3. Ask for prayer requests and pray for one another.


